NEWS ITEMS ON CAG/ AUDIT REPORTS (29.07.2022 to
01.08.2022)

1. Indian Railways And The Race To
Punctuality (news18.com) Updated: Jul 31, 2022

In a first-of-its-kind verdict in September last year, the Supreme Court ordered Indian
Railways to pay compensation of Rs 30,000 to a passenger who missed a Jammu-
Srinagar flight because a train (Ajmer-Jammu Express) reached its destination four
hours late. However, Indian Railways and delays have been abreast for decades now.

According to a CAG (Comptroller and Auditor General) report, Rs 2.5 lakh crore has
been invested in the infrastructure of the Indian Railways between 2008 and 2019.
But, despite this huge investment, the punctuality of trains has seen an insignificant
increase. As per the audit, only 0.18 percent improvement has been noted in
punctuality. 2017-18 has been the worst performing year in terms of punctuality for the
Indian Railways where 30 percent of all trains ran late.

The government launched an initiative called “Mission Raftaar” in 2016 which aimed
at increasing the average speed of freight trains and Mail//Express trains by 2021-22.
The CAG audit, as reported by Times of India, noted that the speed of the trains are
yet to be increased.

The Indian Railways has, however, introduced the Vande Bharat Express that are
capable of running at speeds of 160-180 kmph. As per the data charted out by TOlI,
Vande Bharat has been able to maintain a healthy punctuality rate but speed is not
the only contributing factor. There is also less halt time at the stations, minimal
turnaround time, and faster acceleration and deceleration that contributes to Vande
Bharat’s punctuality.

How Does Infrastructure Play Its Role?

Infrastructure also plays a key role in the punctuality of trains. Factors like train traffic,
new lines, doubling, track gauges, among other things contribute to how smooth the
railway network runs. The infrastructure also plays its role in decongesting traffic
nodes. CAG also noted how train delays are also triggered due to stations running out
of space for trains.

The CAG report noted that factors like path, engineering, block & signal, and
telecommunication contribute to 51 percent of the train’s punctuality. The report
suggested that reducing the congestion on tracks can greatly influence trains running
on time.

What Can Be Learnt From Railways In Other Countries?

The report noted that India has too high a threshold for measuring punctuality. While
India’s punctuality yardstick stands at 15 minutes, other countries have a much lesser
threshold. Japan, for instance, has a threshold of a few seconds. Netherlands’
punctuality yardstick is at 3 minutes.


http://news18.com/

Countries like China have developed dedicated high-speed lines that are separate
from the regular network of railways. These high-speed railway lines have great
reliability and a good record of punctuality.

Many technology-based solutions are also in use in various parts of the world. CAG
report also suggests the use of computerised timetabling and grouping of trains to
improve punctuality. https://www.news18.com/news/explainers/explained-indian-
railways-and-the-race-to-punctuality-5653897.htmi

2. Why Do IAF Aircraft Keep Crashing? - An Analysis -

Redux (missionvictoryindia.com) Group Captain TP Srivastava (Retd) |
Updated: Jul 31, 2022

The loss of two young IAF Fighter Pilots (FIt Lt Advaitya Bal & Wg Cdr M Rana) on
Thursday, 28 Jul 22, in MiG - 21 crash in Barmer ( Rajasthan ) is indeed sad.

When MVI asked for comments , Gp Capt Johnson Chacko, a former seasoned
IAF fighter pilot who had flown the Hunters ,Canberras and MiG 25 ,said: "The
aircraft is due to be phased out by Sep 2025 by which time replacements are expected
to be inducted. MiG 21s were the state of the art air craft in 1963 when they were
inducted. The IAF does not have the required number of fighters to fulfill its purpose
as of now. Further depletion in the number of fighter aircraft will adversely affect the
combat capability of the IAF".

Gp Capt TP Srivastava, another former IAF fighter pilot and instructor who had flown
and safely ejected from the MiG 21 air craft , when contacted by MVI and asked to
comment on the extended life of MiG 21 upto 2025 said: "Obsolete aircraft are not
unsafe aircraft as long as they are maintained by competent technicians and flown by
mature pilots" and further added : " USAF will fly B 52 bomber for 100 years and F 16s
for 90 years."

On 16 Dec 2021, Mission Victory India ( MVI) had published an article titled * Why Do
IAF Aircraft Keep Crashing ? - An Analysis ' by Gp Capt TP Srivastava.

The original version of this piece was first published as chapter 31 of our book ' A
Campaign Called Victory India ' 2016 ( Pentagon Press, New Delhi ) .

This article ( which has valuable comments from Air Mshl Narayan Menon and Gp
Capt Johnson Chacko) is now being republished for benefit of all concerned .

Before publishing this article MVI requested Air Mshl Narayan Menon for his valued
comments.

What MVI received clearly shows the Way Forward: Air Mshl Narayan Menon said "I
stand by my earlier remarks. The recent night accident of a MiG-21 Trainer is
unfortunate and the Court of Inquiry will establish the cause/s and the reason why the
pilots did not eject.

All MiG-21 fighters flying today are the latest Bison variant which has the basic
airframe and engine but has vastly improved avionics and other systems. The trainer
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aircraft that crashed was an older variant. Before being offered for flying all aspects of
its serviceability/air worthiness would have been thoroughly checked. Trainer aircraft
are an inseparable part of fighter squadrons.

Air Force is deficient in fighter squadrons and these Bisons have sufficient TTL (total
technical life) and can not be dicarded without futher weakening our combat potential.
But a phasing out plan has already been put into effect and we will see a reduction in
their numbers soon.

The MiG-21 is our largest fleet if one counts the various versions of it and has been
with the IAF for six decades. It has served the IAF with distinction in all operations
though we have lost many due to accidents.

While all actions should be taken to reduce accidents in the IAF, there is an urgent
necessity to induct new fighters so that we can continue to retain and sharpen our
fighting capability.”

The Article

| wrote this article in 2001, when | was a Serving Group Captain and sent it to the then
CAS directly, without an iota of doubt that we in the IAF have lost and continue to lose
an aeroplane every month for the past 43 years!

Defending the indefensible has got us nowhere. Most, if not all, accidents are due to
Human Error, be it technical and/or pilot. An error in servicing, whether committed by
an HAL technician or by a line technician in a squadron dispersal, is a human error.
Likewise, there have been hundreds of accidents due to pilot error/indiscipline.

Whenever a system either fails or does not operate at an optimum level, ‘Supervision’
is the first area that one needs to look at.

Our ‘Supervision’ is questionable without doubt.

| wrote this article to be published in the Flight Safety Journal of the IAF but it was not
published.

My friends in the BLUE may not react very favourably to my factual statement but let
it not be construed by the others that | am in any way denigrating the men in the
magnificent flying machines. All we need to do is to adopt simple/elementary
measures to stop losing the expensive machines and at times, irreplaceable lives.

In the Air Force we are free to air constructive dissent and diametrically opposite points
of view, even while in uniform.

Every time an armed forces person dies, a part of me dies with him while saluting his
ultimate sacrifice.



My article is in two clear and unambiguous parts:

Firstly, the number of aeroplanes lost during the period 1972-2001 (30 complete
years) has been quoted as 450. The actual numbers, without any doubt, will be more.
For the period 2002 till June 2015 (13 years 06 months) the actual numbers are not
with me. The Parliamentary Committee report states 87 aircraft lost in the past seven
years i.e. 2009 till date. For the period of seven years i.e. 2002 till 2008 (seven years),
| do not have the figures but a professional guess will be at least 60 aeroplanes. Now
you have the statistics almost correct i.e. 450+60+87= 597. | will bet my last dime that
the numbers will be lesser than the actual figure.

This article is conceptual and procedural. Hence every word is valid even today and
will remain so, even in the next century!

30 Years of ‘NO WAR’ Attrition: 1972-2001

In the last 30 years, the IAF has lost only two fighter aircraft while engaged against the
enemy (Kargil 1999); however, it has lost nearly 450 fighter aircraft during normal
peacetime i.e. nearly an ‘AIR FORCE'.

The performance of the IAF in all wars in the post-independence era has been sterling,
particularly in the 1971 war. The Indian Armed Forces have not been engaged in a
full-fledged war in the past 30 years. The Indian Army, however, has been involved in
fighting a high-intensity counter-insurgency for the last 15 years. The transport and
helicopter fleets have given an outstanding account of themselves in maintaining the
Army in hospitable and practically inaccessible terrain round the year in the most
adverse circumstances.

Both the fleets have given a reasonable account of themselves in restricting the
number of accidents during peacetime. The helicopter fleet, however, in the last few
years has shown an undesirable upward increase in accidents. We cannot however
say the same for the fighter fleet, which has during peace time operations, accounted
for a loss of nearly 450 aircraft. Is it acceptable to us? Is it affordable by the nation?
Why have we remained consistent in such a negative way in as far as the aircraft
losses (fighters only) are concerned?

There is no way that a sound and professional Air Force can afford this rate of attrition.
Do we really believe that the absence of an Advanced Jet Trainer (AJT) is the cause
for such attrition? If it is indeed so, then the acquisition of an AJT would, if not
eliminate, at least reduce the number of accidents by a large number. However, if we
were to look at the type of accidents we continue to have with total professional
honesty and sincerity, it would be quite evident that absence of an AJT is not the cause
of accidents.

In any job, particularly in a single-crew cockpit which is what most of the IAF fighter
fleet is and would remain, it is my considered opinion that professional integrity,
professional maturity and professional competence are the key qualities and IN THAT
ORDER of importance. That we are a professionally competent Air Force, | have no
doubt, but our demonstrated past performance spread over 30 years does not convey
the same about our professional discipline in and outside the cockpit. Nevertheless, it



is about time, and | believe it is still not too late; to look at this aspect with an open
mind.

Discipline has two components; Maturity and Integrity. Non-professionals would react
and reject any pointers to their professional maturity and more importantly, integrity.
Of course some amongst us might defend this by merely saying nonchalantly, “So
what if we have been losing on fighter aircraft every 20-25 days for the past 30 years?”
For those who believe that a loss of nearly 450 aircrafts (nearly an Air Force) is a
cause of no concern to them, they can discontinue reading any further.

A majority of the accidents involving fighter aircraft that the IAF has had and continues
to have, has been essentially due to human error. If we scratched our memory banks,
how many of us can cite even one example of a fighter aircraft breaking up in mid-air
or a because of a major structural failure (perhaps except a MIG-29 where a fin flew
off)? The majority of the aircraft has been lost due to some human failure of the other,
including mid-air collisions involving fully serviceable aircraft.

Why has this been happening with an amazing regularity in spite of the comprehensive
orders, instructions, guidelines, directives, SOPs and so on? Have we actually been
as disciplined as we are required to be when all by ourselves in the cramped cockpit
of a fighter aircraft? A review of the performance of our past 30 years would certainly
be a “No”.

We cannot defend the indefensible by coming out with lame excuses every time an
aircraft is lost. The loss becomes even more compounded when the aircrew is also
lost. Incidentally, CAT-1l and CAT-IIl accidents have not even been taken into account,
many of which too were caused due to human error.

We must remember that the flying skill is a motor-controlled mechanical skill whereas
decision-making in a cockpit is a brain-controlled mental skill. Therefore, the
competence element (flying skill) is actually subordinate to the rational decision-
making (mental skill) and is controlled by the brain. “Discipline” emanates from mental
skill, of which maturity and integrity are two inseparable components.

While analysing this vital aspect of accident prevention we must look at certain vital
statistics related to fighter flying. These are:

IAF fighters fly nearly one lakh hours per year.

Fighter squadrons depending on type/task fly around 200+50 hours per month.

On an average, a fighter aircrew flies 250 sorties per year or around 5,000 sorties in
an active flying service span of 20 years, i.e. up to finishing the command tenure. This
takes into account staff tenure, leave, etc.

An average fighter squadron flies on nearly 20 days and 07 nights in a month.

On an average, the fighter aircrew flies not more than 10-25 sorties per month
(depending on their Operational/Supervisory status)



No fighter pilot of the IAF flies three sorties per day on a sustained basis,
notwithstanding the fact that we continue to quote this ad nauseam. Those who still
have reservations may merely look at their log books. Few Supervisors, especially in
the type-training squadrons and as QFIs in the training establishments, are the only
exception.

A fighter pilot therefore, for the most of his service, averages just about one sortie per
flying day. Is it too much, therefore, to expect from him to find time to interpret his
Flight Data Recorder of every sortie, himself?

It is about time that we stopped talking about the “Rate of Accidents”. This is for
statistical purposes only. An individual in the field needs to be made aware of the
number of aeroplanes lost. This figure would set him thinking far more constructively
than an “Accident Rate” of 0.7. It actually conveys nothing.

The loss of fighter aircraft at the rate of one aircraft every 20-25 days for the last 30
years is yet another dimension that we must scrutinise very closely. The MiG-21 FL
(Type-77) and perhaps one squadron of MiG-21M (T-96) are the only pre-1971 war
fleet that we presently have. Of course, how can we forget the majestic Hunters and
the ever-reliable Canberras? Thus, the existing fighter fleet of MiG-21 BIS (1975),
MiG-23 Variants (1980s), MiG-25(1980s), MiG-27(1980s), M-2000(1985), MiG-29
(1987) and SU-30(1994) are a mix of mostly old and few new aircraft.

The ground environment has undergone a quantum upgradation in as far as
equipment acquisition is concerned. Yet, if we continue to lose aircraft at the same
rate as in the 1970s, shouldn’t it be a cause for concern? Let us also be conscious of
the fact that we should be concerned about the replacement costs of a fighter aircraft
we lose ever so regularly.

Let the auditor be worried about the depreciated value of, say, a MiG-21 BIS of 1980
vintage which may be valued at a few lakhs in the loss statement. Let us accept that
our fleets are old and would remain so in the foreseeable future, but that should not
be quoted as an excuse for losing an otherwise fully serviceable aircraft in a silly
accident.

Yet another aspect that we must be seized of is the alacrity with which some of us
condone many mishaps by merely stating that aviation in general and fighter flying in
particular is a dangerous profession. It indeed is and that is why there are so many
checks and balances to ensure aviation safety.

Every accident without fail is caused when one or more parameters linked with aviation
safety are breached voluntarily or due to carelessness. The only exception in our
scenario is a brilliant record (may it remain so in the years to come) of aviation safety
in our premier establishment; Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment
(TACDE).

The aircrew who come for courses are put through the grind involving some of the
most complex exercises, yet there have been hardly any mishaps but there have been
numerous mishaps involving a fresh FCL/FSL immediately after he reaches the
squadron. Can we reason out why? We must ask ourselves whether our so-called



“Supervisors” existing in the fighter squadrons are as professionally mature as indeed
they must be professionally competent. A Supervisor in my view must meet the
requirement of what | term as the IMC, which stands for Integrity, Maturity and
Competence and IN THAT ORDER. Supervisors who need to be supervised are a
liability, rather than an asset.

Do we therefore, need to have a relook? Holding routine flight safety meetings at the
station and flight safety council meetings at regular intervals has obviously not made
any dent, hence is not the answer—definitely not the complete answer. What should
we do as individuals and an organisation to reverse this trend? The starting point of
this process is in accepting the necessity to look in this direction afresh and to accept
the fact that all that we think we have done to arrest/reserve this trend has not been
enough.

Air Chief Marshal D. A. Lafontaine, as Station Commander Bagdogra, had once
remarked while talking about leadership in the air that it is the job of the formation
leader to ensure that his formation members stay in position and complete the mission
successfully. On the face of it, a very simple statement, but in my view it contains more
substance than all the existing orders and instructions put together.

| was indeed fortunate to have heard him say these prophetic words as a young flying
officer. | owe it to him and | am proud of the fact that | have never lost my wingman
and as a Squadron Commander | have had no accidents—none whatsoever—in my
Squadron. How many of us, especially Supervisors, can say the same? As an
individual 1 have looked at this problem of enormous magnitude with a different
perspective.

Instead of telling the whole Air Force to be flight-safety conscious and not have
accidents, it is far simpler to address each and every individual and exhort him to not
involve himself in an accident. A task, which is not very difficult for an individual to
achieve! Of course, the individuals have to be told a lot more about demonstrating
professional maturity and integrity than merely professional competence—if after
losing nearly 450 aircrafts in 30 years we do not know why we are having accidents
(except due to the non-availability of an AJT). Perhaps, we don’t wish to address the
issue.

Before attempting to suggest the remedial measures, let me state, clearly and
categorically, that our existing orders and instructions on the matters related to aviation
are more than comprehensive and that we need no more instructions. The Lafontaine
Committee and Rathore Committee reports are but an excellent piece of investigative
work in this regard. Our problem is effective supervision and implementation. What
can we do to remove this malaise? | recommend the following:

Do away completely with any PUNITIVE MEASURES being awarded to the aircrew,
technician or anyone else related with an accident involving an aeroplane, except
where INDISCIPLINE is evident beyond any reasonable doubt. | shall endeavour to
differentiate between indiscipline and impulsive action.

| shall give an example: A pilot gets airborne for a medium-level sortie but carries out
sustained low flying for 25 minutes in the local flying area—if detected, he should be



punished for indiscipline; However, yet another pilot having flown a mission as briefed,
while rejoining, does a beat up lasting few seconds over the rejoin point, which is an
impulsive action and if detected, must invite corrective actions only by way of
counselling.

If punished for such an impulsive action, an individual is unlikely to improve. Repeated
impulsive actions at regular intervals constitute indiscipline. Fear of punitive action for
an error/mistake made while performing a normal task invariably forces an individual
to cover it up and/or not report to his colleague/supervisors. The same fear psychosis
prevents an aircrew reporting “near accident situations” viz. a near miss from which
an individual has got away.

The disdain and callous manner in which the fighter aircrew treats the FDR print-out
is unbelievable. No (repeat)—No—mission should be flown even on the same day but
definitely not on the next flying day unless and until the FDR of the previous mission
has been interpreted in totality and debriefed. There would be many “Doubting
Thomases” among us who would say one of the following:

That is already happening and the FDRs are being read and interpreted
meticulously—Such individuals are suffering from an ostrich syndrome.

That there is not enough time to do so—Such individuals do not want to interpret the
most advanced aid in aviation.

That some of the FDRs e.g. SARPP (in MiG-21 Variant) does not give any detail—
Such individuals do not know their job.

Unless we train, groom and convince our aircrew, particularly single-cockpit, that an
FDR interpretation of the previous sorties is their life insurance prior to undertaking the
next sortie, we shall continue to drift in the manner that we have been doing so
consistently for the past 30 years. The current practice of maintaining the FDR
registers and annotating certain data is more for maintaining records than for
learning/debriefing anything constructive.

Institutionally and organisationally, we need to convey to all and sundry that the
organisational efficiency and combat power of the IAF is dependent on our flight safety
records and not the other way round. The present organisational set-up, in my opinion,
is flawed to the extent that it conveys that flight safety is at best a peripheral issue;
such perceptions are inadvertently conveyed to all, in particular to the budding
generation, when they see that the flight safety organisation at the Air HQ is not really
at the Air HQ (VB). It is located at R. K. Puram.

Whether we like it or not, we must accept and understand that the R. K. Puram
complement of the Air HQ is not “the Air HQ”. It is a psychological aspect and should
be viewed as such. It is suggested—rather strongly recommended—that the entire 1G
branch be shifted to the Air HQ (VB) on priority. Needless to state that someone would
have to make space for it! | have my own views on the issue; however, if the basic
proposal is acceptable, the rest can be worked out at the Air HQ itself.



The Flight Safety and Accident Investigation Course, in my opinion, is an exceedingly
well-tailored course, so very essential for all those involved in the profession of
aviation, but absolutely a must for the single aircrew cockpit. Once again, our
organisational apathy would be quite evident if we were to merely look at the number
of the ‘online’ aircrew which has done this course. Even those who have, are either far
too senior or may not be have been remotely employed with the tasks directly related
to aviation safety. There is, therefore, a crying need to correct this flaw. The following
is recommended:

To start with, the entire staff in the type-training squadron and all the QFIs before
starting their instructional duties need to undergo an FS & Al course on priority. We
must understand that this group is the core group responsible for not only teaching the
basic flying but also grooming a matured and conscientious aircrew.

Simultaneously, the Air HQ should work on a plan to put through this course all the
aircrew selected for the fighter stream before they commence flying at the MOFT/Type
Training squadron.

The above proposal would obviously mean a quantum increase in the workload of the
IFS. Of course, the starting point would be the acceptance of the above proposal. | am
guite aware that there will be few takers for it because flight safety has been and still
remains only a little more than ‘lip service’; our performance in the past 30 years is a
proof thereof. Even this proposal, which | believe to be fully implementable within the
organisational resources, would see the light of the day only if we have the will to do
SO.

This is a long-term plan hence the success or failure of the proposal does not invite
any discussion at this stage. In order to implement this proposal, the IAF would have
to slog for the next six to seven years only, because by then the ab initio aircrew which
had undergone the course prior to commencing their flying in the MOFT/Type Training
squadron, would have come up for selection for the APFI course. At that stage, a
refresher of two weeks would be more than adequate. We must ask ourselves whether
we have the professional maturity and resilience to undertake such a programme.

We seem to have forgotten that ‘long and stretched working hours’ are indicative of
two things. Firstly, too much of work and secondly, thoroughly incompetent and
inefficient supervisors! The hours that the aircrew/men spend in the squadrons are
abnormally long and are not commensurate with the output in terms of the numbers of
sorties flown. The fatigue and the boredom thus caused can and have resulted in many
mishaps in the past.

Unless we address this issue of curtailing the usually long working hours ‘doing
nothing’, the avoidable mishaps would remain our inheritance. It is for the Supervisors
to understand that continuing the flying operation at a lethargic pace on a regular basis
results in the individuals becoming a little carefree, if not careless. If during such
moments there is a crisis by way of an aircraft emergency, the individual/s would
almost certainly fail to rise to the occasion.

During the trifurcation boards, we continue to segregate the aircrew as fighter,
transport and helicopter. There is a need to review this decision. In my opinion, the



aircrew should be segregated initially in only two groups: it for single-crew cockpit’
and ‘fit for multi-crew cockpit’. The QFIs would obviously be required to play a far
greater role in achieving this. A trainee who is an extremely good flyer but shows traces
of overconfidence and arrogance in the cockpit is, in my opinion, unfit for a single-crew
cockpit.

An aircrew fit to occupy a single-crew cockpit must have demonstrated maturity and
integrity and not merely professional competence. This cannot be done after the
individual has become a Squadron Leader. It can only be done in the ab initio training
stages. By the above suggestion, it is not implied that all the aircrew put under the
category of ‘fit for single-crew cockpit’ are to fly fighter aircraft.

Some of them indeed may not be fit to fly fighter aircraft due to simple reasons, e.g.
air sickness. The above suggestion should also not be construed as indentifying the
aircrew in two groups viz. matured and less matured. The above suggestion is an
attempt to identify the positive trait and that is how it should be interpreted. We must
clearly understand that Integrity and Maturity have no relationship with age.

Yet another casualty due to our non-professional approach has been serious and
needs dedicated simulator training wherever available. | include the regular cockpit
drill for emergency practice and blindfold checks in the same category. Our utilisation
record of all simulators (from KTS-4 simulator for MiG-21 to Air Combat Simulator)
would show a comprehensive utilisation through all these years throughout the year.

How many MiG-21 aircrew can say with total professional honesty that they indeed,
throughout their years of active flying, did a simulator training themselves and more
importantly ensured that the youngsters underwent a comprehensive simulator
training programme by actually flying the simulators and not merely writing their names
as having flown them? Dedicated simulator training and comprehensive FDR
interpretation are the key to ensuring a safe and total mission accomplishment by all
the aircrew throughout their span of active flying. Supervisors, are you listening?

Conclusion

It must be clarified that | have focused only on a single-crew cockpit. The Transport
and Helicopter streams have not been excluded because in a multi-crew cockpit the
chances of error reduce manifold. That they too need a grooming in this vital aspect
is natural. The IAF needs to do some hard thinking to ensure that the most important
component of Air Power does not reduce in numbers due to the losses caused by silly
and totally avoidable accidents.

The IAF fleet, as it exists today, is old no doubt, but even a MiG-21 (all variants), if
serviced properly, flown with a flawless preparation and most importantly with a
mission analysis done meticulously, would not fail either in the air or on the ground. If
we are unable to stop/reduce the accidents, the IAF would continue to shrink in size.

We must not forget that in the existing geostrategic environment it is the Air Power
that would be required to give the country a favourable conflict termination situation, if
and when diplomacy fails and we go to war.



Response: Gp Capt Johnson Chacko (Read)

| read the above article and appreciate the thought. The author has called a spade a
spade. Unfortunately, the freedom of expression has been curtailed by the 1: 3
promotion policies and a change in the spirit of the crew-room culture where Rank
never existed. This has killed a valuable feedback mechanism that had been available
to the Commanders in the past.

This has effectively inhibited one more channel in which the youngsters used to
express themselves to the senior officers under the cover of alcohol in parties. It would
be worthwhile to have a study, may be by the CDM, to assess the effect of change in
the promotion policy to 1: 3, now that a considerable period of time has elapsed after
the introduction of this policy.

| agree that the attributes of Integrity, Maturity and Competence need to be at the
forefront of any military venture. We do not have a set of attributes that an individual
needs to have at the time of selection, who can be trained at the Academies and
assessed for during the Appraisal. What is looked at in the SSBs is different from what
is assessed as the OLQ in the Academy and what is there in the ARs. They are
different in the Army, Navy and Air Force. For an Air Warrior, may be the three that
have been mentioned need an additional weightage.

Accidents can be attributed to indiscipline in almost all of the cases. However,
accidents will happen, since man was not designed to fly. There are more than enough
rules that have been formulated that a person can’t keep track. There needs to be a
review and carefully rescind what is not needed or contradictory. With the state of
serviceability that exists, a pilot can be blamed on ten counts as per the instructions,
SOPs, etc., in force, even if he has done an uneventful sortie. We also need to ensure
that it does not Kill initiative as all the situations cannot be covered by rules.

That Flight Safety is Paramount, we have heard that many times. We have a system
of APMs that monitor the areas in which an AF Station may be located; the SO Provost
to whom they report to and a PM Air to whom the SO Provost reports to regarding the
extra-curricular activities of even the Station Cdr. Why not have such a system for
Flight Safety, since it is paramount? The Station Flight Safety &Inspection Officer (or
his avatar) does hardly any Inspection.

He does not have the freedom to project the areas where the potential for accidents
exists unless it is concurred to by the COO/Stn Cdr. If they don’t concur then he cannot
approach the higher formation. Some may say that this will be a noose around the Stn
Cdr’s neck, but if Flight Safety is paramount, then this noose needs to be there.

To err is human, so be inhuman...that is not the solution.
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Flying Ace's Respond

Response: Air Mshl Narayan Menon (Retd)

| do not agree fully with T. P. Srivastava or Chacko. If all pilots are filled with safety
concerns at all stages then the fighting edge will be dented. The long working hours
are caused by environmental reasons and not by bad supervisors.

Today the seniors who make it to beyond a certain rank are pilloried and abused for
being spineless and gutless. Not true.

The IAF has operated against the best in the world and come out with their heads held
high.



Supportive Response: Gp Capt Johnson Chacko
| agree with Air Mshl Nana Menon.

If everything is rule bound, then missions may not be accomplished as an initiative
even in the right direction will be killed. Aviation is inherently a risky business. How to
reduce risk is the question. On one end of the continuum is—Don’t Fly-No Risk and at
the other end is to fly more and fly safe. The more one flies, the more experience he
gains and the more safe he is expected to be. Analogous to driving a car! But even
experienced drivers meet with accidents occasionally.

Good judgement is the result of a series of bad experiences and good experience
results from a series of bad judgements. The essence is to draw the line where the
bad judgement turns into a disaster and to avoid it.

There are Rules of Engagement. They are different during peace and war. During
peace, Rules have to be followed and during war it is Engagement. How training
should be conducted (for Engagement) by following all the Rules is the moot question.
So, there are Operational aspects and Flight Safety aspects to any mission.
Operational aspects may dictate that one flies at extremely low levels but Flight Safety
rules may state that one cannot fly at such levels. So during peace time one does not
do so. If so, how will he fly at such levels if that is needed during war?

A Relevant and Supportive News Story, Pune Mirror, 12 Aug 2015

20 Fighter Aircraft have Crashed in the Last Five Years; IAF forms Committee to
Probe Reasons, make Changes in the Training Schedules

By Sandip Dighe

A number of aircraft belonging to the Indian Air Force (IAF) have crashed in the recent
years, and sources in the IAF have hinted that the pilots training may have been
compromised, leading to these incidents. “Due to non-availability of basic trainer
aircraft, intermediate jet trainer and full complement of advance jet simulators, pilot
training was compromised. Considering these things, it's an alarming trend we have
seen in recent years”, said a senior IAF officer, wishing to stay anonymous.

According to the Ministry of Defence (MoD) data, 20 fighter aircraft (3 Sukhoi, 12 MiG
and 5 Jaguar) have crashed in the last three years. When asked that why the instances
of MiG aircraft crashes are significantly higher, the officer said, “MiG 21s and 27s were
brought in from Russia in the 1960s and 1970s. Considering the rise in MiG accidents,
three squadrons of the ageing MiG 21 and 27 fighter jets are set to be phased out this
year. Three squadrons of 18 aircraft each will be pulled out due to the end of their life
cycle.”

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) have found that the accidents involving a
human error (HE) increased from 41 per cent in 1991-97 to 51 per cent in 2010-13.
HE comprises the errors made by the aircrew on flying duty or ground duty or both.

“Various preventive measures like invigoration of aviation safety measures,
streamlining of accident reporting procedure, analytical studies and quality audits of



the aircraft fleet have been undertaken to reduce accidents. The IAF has also
constituted a special committee to investigate the reasons behind the accidents and
accordingly make changes in the pilots’ training”, said Wing Commander S. S. Birdi,
IAF spokesperson, Delhi.

“If you check the statistics over the last few decades, there has been a steady
decrease in the number of accidents,” he pointed out. In 1971-80, 29 accidents were
recorded, while the corresponding figures for 1981-90 were 31. It then reduced to 27
in 1991-2000 and further to 17 from 2001-10. However, the last five years of this
decade have already seen 20 crashes.

Former Air Chief P. V. Naik added, “In the 1960s, we weren’t used to MiG aircraft. Due
to the delta wing, MiG aircraft had a high inertia and this led to accidents. Over time,
we overcame this issue. The MiG aircraft uses old technology and, of late, this is
contributing to the crashes. As far as HE is concerned, there are various contributing
factors involved, but in order to reduce percentage of HE, sophisticated simulators and
availability of trainers can play a pivotal role.”

The Way Forward

Gp Capt Johnson’s concluding remarks are well brought out and most valid. The
conclusion is to do all the training including maintenance and peacetime flying as
meaningfully as possible with simulated operational/warlike situations to the extent
possible or desirable so that the wartime or actual operational needs are met most
effectively.

Accidents will occur despite the best efforts to avoid them and that cannot be helped.
But that does not mean that those accidents which occur due to carelessness,
indiscipline or lack of effective supervision involving actual flying, air control,
supervision, monitoring including aircraft serviceability and maintenance should be
condoned or overlooked as these are/will not be actual/pure ‘accidents’ but
indefensible disasters that happen basically due to an avoidable human error or
oversight.

This aspect of human error needs maximum focus and attention as that can and surely
will reduce the high rate of accidents that have been occurring in the past 43 years
without adversely affecting the flying efficiency of the men in blue and also the overall
operational effectiveness of the IAF.

A DSSC alumnus, Gp Capt Srivastava is a military luminary who has written
extensively on international relations, strategic affairs & Defence Procurement
Procedures for leading strategic journals. https://missionvictoryindia.com/why-do-iaf-
aircraft-keep-crashing-an-analysis-redux/

3. Kalashnikov to increase range and firepower of Krasnopol
155mm smart munition (armyrecognition.com) Updated: 29 JULY 2022

“Today we are at the final stage of the research and development work on the modern
modification of the Krasnopol precision-guided projectile, under which the Kalashnikov
Group will make basic assemblies and units for the munition,” the CEO said.


https://missionvictoryindia.com/why-do-iaf-aircraft-keep-crashing-an-analysis-redux/
https://missionvictoryindia.com/why-do-iaf-aircraft-keep-crashing-an-analysis-redux/
http://armyrecognition.com/

“The upgrade will increase the new system’s firing range, substantially boost the
probability of striking a small-size target with a single shot, enhance the warhead’s
firepower and the efficiency of fire under clouds and strong wind conditions,” he said,
responding to a question about the prospects of improving the weapon that also
includes an unmanned aerial vehicle.

The system was successfully tested in Syria, Lepin said. In June, the Rostec state hi-
tech tech corporation reported its high efficiency in the special military operation in
Ukraine.

Krasnopol precision-guided munition

The Krasnopol precision-guided artillery projectile was developed by the Shipunov
Instrument-Manufacturing Design Bureau (part of the High-Precision Systems Group).
The system comprises a high-explosive fragmentation-guided shell and a laser target
designator to direct the projectile at the target. The 152mm shell can be used by all
types of artillery systems, including the Msta-S, Msta-SM and Koalitsiya-SV self-
propelled artillery systems. The shell has a weight of 8 kg and a range of 20 km (12.4
mi). The target designator can lock on three targets at a time.

The latest Krasnopol-M2 modification has 155mm caliber and a range of 26 km and
can also destroy small targets. In addition, the upgraded artillery munition features
increased firepower and the capability to strike targets at any time of the day, even in
strong wind and heavy clouds.

*k*

The 2K25 Krasnopol is a 152/155 mm cannon-launched, fin-stabilized, base bleed-
assisted, semi-automatic laser-guided, artillery weapon system. It automatically
'homes' on a point illuminated by a laser designator, typically operated by a drone or
ground-based artillery observer. Krasnopol projectiles are fired mainly from Soviet self-
propelled howitzers such as the 2S3 Akatsiya and 2S19 Msta-S and intended to
engage small ground targets such as tanks, and other direct fire weapons, strong-
points, or other significant point targets visible to the observer. It can be used against
both stationary and moving targets (providing these remain within the observer's field
of view).

The weapon system was developed in the Tula-based KBP Instrument Design Bureau
under the supervision of A.G. Shipunov. Work on the project was initiated in the 1970s.
In February 1986 the Krasnopol system was adopted by the Soviet Army under the
designation 30F39, and began mass production in Izhmash and Izhmeh factories.
Since 2002, it is augmented by the 120- and 122 mm Kitolov-2 laser-guided system.

A 155 mm variant of the project was also developed to access the commercial
markets, which can be fired from howitzers such as the G6 and M109A6. Besides
Russia, the Krasnopol is also manufactured in China by Norinco.

The 2K25 Krasnopol system consists of the 30F39 guided shell, a 1D22, 1D20, or
1D15 laser target designator (LTD), and the 1A35 shot synchronization system. The
laser designation system has a range of 5 km (3.1 mi), while the projectile itself has a



range of 20 km (12 mi)[14] and a target seeker radius of 1km (0.62 mi). The two-part
projectile is divided into the following sections: target seeker, guidance module,
warhead and rear compartment. The seeker and guidance module are stored as a
single component in a sealed container, as is the rear section with a warhead; this
allows the oversized projectile to be loaded and transported inside existing ammunition
containers in legacy self-propelled howitzers. The two components are joined
immediately prior to firing.

The system functions as follows. The observer determines the target location (e.qg.
map coordinates or bearing and distance from their own position), ensures that their
laser target designator can 'mark’ the target and requests or orders a fire mission
against the target using Krasnopol. A gun is then aimed at the target location and a
guided shell is fired. The firing unit uses its 1A35K command device to send a signal
via a communications link confirming the firing of the projectile to the 1A35I
observation post device with the observer. The laser target designator is then used to
illuminate the target and the in-flight projectile detects the radiant laser energy
reflected by the target and the navigation system steers the shell towards the point of
greatest incident energy—the designated target with top attack pattern. The iris of the
optical seeker head is protected by a cap which is ejected by a mechanical timer upon
firing. The guidance module contains an inertial reference system, a power source,
various electric motors and controls and four folding canards used to execute
command guidance signals. The warhead is a high explosive fragmentation type that
can also be used against heavily armored vehicles such as tanks owing to the steep
trajectory of the projectile which allows it to defeat the relatively thin roof armor on
most vehicles. Behind the warhead is a rear compartment that houses four folding
stabilizers. Krasnopol system can also fire a salvo from multiple artillery pieces on one
target using a single laser designator.

After the destruction of the initial target, the LTD operator may request or order another
target. If these subsequent targets are close together they should be upwind (from the
previous target) to reduce smoke and dust interference with the designator.

Krasnopol is capable of hitting targets moving at speeds up to 36 km/h (22 mph).
Performance problems in India

In December 2006, The Indian Express reported that India’s Russian Krasnopol
155mm laser-guided shells have displayed defective performance during Army test-
firing in the Mahajan ranges in Rajasthan in 2004 and 2005. In March 2007, Defence
Minister Shri AK Antony confirmed the extent of the problem.

In a June 2009 report the Comptroller and Auditor General of India said, "Krasnopol
proved to be a complete dud during testing at high altitudes, as it was woefully short
on both range and accuracy. 'Such procurement of defective quality ammunition
adversely impact the Army's operational preparedness,’ "

Since 2019 India uses the M982 Excalibur 155 mm extended range guided artillery
shell developed by the US Army, in addition to the Krasnopol.[18] A 2018 competitive
assessment by the Indian Army of various available 155mm precision-guided rounds
selected the M982 Exacalibur for purchase. It did not include Krasnopol in the



comparison. It's believed that the more expensive M982 will eventually replace
Krasnopol in the Indian inventory.

Variants
2K25 Krasnopol

The original model of the Krasnopol was designed to be used with former Soviet-Bloc
artillery systems of 152 mm (6.0 in), such as D-20, 2S3 Akatsiya, 2A65 (Msta-B).
Krasnopol carries a 20.5 kilograms (45 Ib) high explosive fragmentation warhead. The
entire missile weighs 50 kilograms (110 Ib). However, its length made it incompatible
with the autoloader of the 2519 152mm Self-Propelled Gun.

2K25M Krasnopol-M

The Krasnopol-M was a miniaturized version of the projectile, developed in the mid-
1990s by Shipunov's team at the KBP Design Bureau taking advantage of new
electronics technology acquired in the design of the 120 mm Kitolov-2 guided projectile
(similar in construction and purpose; this is, in essence, a smaller model of the
Krasnopol to be used with the 259 NONA 120 mm mortar and designated 30F69 and
a related projectile for 122 mm howitzers designated Kitolov-2M 30F69M) was made
with a shorter length to enable it to be used with autoloader-equipped self-propelled
guns without having to be disassembled into two parts. It also comes in an alternate
155 mm (6.1 in) caliber to allow it to be used with NATO-standard 155 mm howitzers.
Besides the reduced total length, the Krasnopol-M also has a different protective cap
for the optical seeker.

KM-1M Krasnopol-M2

KM-1M Krasnopol-M2, a further development based on Krasnopol-M, is a 155mm
artillery projectile designed to engage armored targets. It uses a semi-active laser
(SAL) guidance system in the terminal phase of its trajectory. Krasnopol-M2 GAP
(Guided Artillery Projectiles) was developed to be used with artillery systems such as
M109A1-6, G5/G6, FH77, TRF1 among
others. https://www.armyrecognition.com/defense_news_july 2022 global_security
army_industry/kalashnikov_to_increase_range_and_firepower_of krasnopol_155m
m_smart_munition.html

4. 5G A T WEHR Ufead & 34T # BSNL 9T Gt &1 @A
o &t §2 (hindi.thequint.com) Updated: Jul 31, 2022

Jo § 3R Toliger Bfoed 3rcuarar 3R a7 & v 5G soecidafes Tiaea e
HIY FHogdlel Wihideh HHYA §. 3R HRA Teh Hgeaqor e fed aotar amgar § a1
ge #1 10 fTeT Sio i1 3rdeyaedn s & fav 78R § o 31 Ra 3 Hish &l a1
GRT Al gl of Fehl.
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HSCAR Blel I ARIT AT &1 FAT LT A Wt o diG HT OF 9T g ST 960 & A H
TR T Thd 87 olfched al @ Sl § ool agr fohar o1 & 2022 d& 39 der g
STEaT| SHTAT Ig GHT ¢ foh 37 ol T 361 ol ST IE0 9T Y @ FArT SAC Alfeh aer
Tl T 3 I B A ST Frad § Al el e GATS BT § olfehel o9 i 1 fgare &
T a1 I § A Fg AL aar 2020 (20227) I @i 24T, T WG FA AG §S?
2019 # diodT o 9o 9 & a7 fohar o1 foh 2022 #F Iem T & Smweh|

3:03 & oY 5:38 AT A &Y §g H..Fgdl g5 FAAT A & Al de W W, FAA HeT &1 o
faier Y, foF g & O Sliae @ 3§ A &, ol 3T g IS a7 U9 il HT
¢, e o g W& U, R @R I FHeal AT JH & W

o

Tt AR a7 & o o S a9 off 3o & o o1 Sar g1 afes aAfear @ & € e ot
ST &1 P FEATT o7 0 & e § 3R FS Foler A o Ak FAT Tg AR BT
Tt foF IR AT S S ASTNHT & a6 o g5 e FET g TNl g o W dr e
Y @, Teh M T &1 feam, T 34T ol atu|

2015 ¥ MW &1 AP T @ & 38 a1g A I TEuOT NS F AHEN SeEEE FAC H
d8 a1 F@F fF AAfA 7 & Fgd g # fhden d@r Aer g A& =& @ a8 g W@
g, SIIRUT & &IE &1 FoAarg & I A R fohar § & ererd o qor § 6 @Rt # 3remoh
FI FYT TP FT T & Afhad 3T T TEHR o HIR & 0ar fvar § 5 a3y are a8t gel
STEROT T RUIE & 3TAR HIE & &gl b TF IR glel & M HB 6T graf| HIC o Tgl b
% fear foh JquuT 1S €1 $9T Y oA WMV 3R S99 AT A Agl il 213 IR & Jg
TR, FH & g W & & JH 7 7 svear g1 39% a1 & A @i &1 A fd o &
AR P TIA =T8T 31T

IET T THIS FT AHT S8¢ IR AFST §11986 H &1 I TFRAA Tolled oo 6T gl 2018 &
O S 3 37raTeT F I FH oA Y Aohed & AT 111 AT o 32T HT| 3% 91 3AHT Hig
gl g1 I & AT g ST & &1l R A feegster @ FAT dgew usdr § f 3mer a
fae @re gu & 39T & PR @1 B SR A e dsEr & ¥9 #2015 & T W 2

SO Ugdl ATHAIG &g & 4 IdeX 2008 T3 I TASET AST FT ol &AT AT 3R TET HIA
AT TFHR o7 fRT 81T df &% TTel 4 AdER T IE EGaH FAARIT ST I@T 81T olfche] dd HAATGT
Rig o foar fRelt am-sme & sadhr givom o &1 S & AT A T Rax Sffe 3ATRET



T TUYAT §S| TUTTHAT I SHBT UIHT TATIT IAT| TS FET T °IVOT o Teh HTel &G ST
TISFA 3% S3AT o SITeIaT areT foh IR &l ASET Ier T Hel & a1 fohdelT Beh 3T
zg RUE & Rav AT 3raRE & e sf & & BUrdr &1 93T § &5 gu=sE F 32 &
Jo5 Jo$ & 3R TET A NRT A F T ATl TG FHT TR BA U | AT g1 Rae
A BHU & 379 REd ofd & 9a7@ ST UK Tl o fATem STty gT ohet a1 i Jermeis ) AeAtest
g & 39T 1 AU d=T A1fgul

sdr RUE & TR WY des JATGoT JA T §8¢ & foar r suer g & 9w 3k
IHAT 20 T H Ugel F ST AN g5 § Sl gkl HHS W 1700 s @Y gU Bl
T 2009 Fr 91T §| AFH IET P ol GINUMSAT FHI FARTA @A T 9T § o TWHR Tg
ASTAT HHY LT S| FET T AV €T O F;ET AT IROM T TG & T HA <m A
aRa foRar So

Fe WHEN J FEA F AAG R arar dull H TET Faes 9 A F e e
a1l oo Arer 3arqel A arfes arar diedl & T8 deal AR G 7 e i JHS @ e
SRR dT YeT 61 ST Foh| T ey &1 s RE= & uger g7 I8 off aar ¢ & 3@ 31fAa=r
F ded ST YeT ey 3T oMer & fav o gaie 81 JAfFa 39 I A & T8 fir TRy
afafa o 3r9er RAE 7 &ar & & 50 31T # o TIPS ol & fow 2014 & 2021 &
dT 284 F3 FUT AR fhU av A g U9 S @ gT §

CAG # for@r § T 79 AfFae &l dk IR [aader DAVP faame 3R 37 yar Ageme
F FIRT I A ¥ AfhaT g T § P U Tame 9m e & 3w fawaa wefaat
T w1 o § 3R 390 IRT Be &1 A" s Far §1 39% 9 7 34 Toildr B FS
MG T FHARE & AR R QT 70| WHR o S Al aF HT A 38 38R ¢ fhar amm|

2018 # eloild HR o SB3T ¢ HY A @l ROIE T MigAa 38 RAE @ 39 qarr 367
T off a1 foF 2016 & TUSE 39T AT & 3T & a1 2018 T el ook ghelr aIfRT o, At
g% Ueh |39 3MTd & =rar dierdy & a1 9| 3eTehT 91 & HIS Heael g1 HIX °rar =ie’y eierforgar
& AHS A R & wA o AL

1 3Fqe 2021 HTPIBH 98 Relar # gamm s g & T8y w@es a@m
e NMCG @1 37 df el dosh & arar diell T Y o1 HT hdell haT a/gm drfeh
gTal I SR fohdT ST Toh| SHET doic TAT &l IS FI goic QT 37 ¢ | 347 97 Reler &
Idr & R A S § 6 12,472 fheleier $r diat orse f[9ore swel| 8@ STP tefic &
Gﬂswadlllqsoiu<U|ﬁ7.60WW@TWWWW@:@H%W4,872W
&I A FoTid T g Tg HFqaR 2021 HT ShRT &

g8 3T A FrEgAN Al nfecaary & efde fhar ot T aem e & 46 H & 25 dieige
qX &Y AT| 19 W FIH Tl WET &1 TR ATAT FAITEY s F I & @ &




9 A IR arelr 3T 9l |16 6T §, WA TegeTet 1 Fgatr g1 2015 F A HfoaAe o 307
ai "Tel # 20,000 F3 T9F @A [T S i Al & vl 2019 F ot o Afertheet 7 arer
forar o1 T 2022 & a9 ATk g SweElt| AveTer W Esgelel & A SATTeH A FAR
MTT o &gl § [ I T UL ST T BT AfeT o oot 7 % 181 @ dfed 3maaw=T
8 T Th|

3T & fegediel # RAR[ &1 & @R ¢ foh 919 &1 qrel 97 TU=Al R ITIHA & ogeh oY
o6t gl 308 & 60 STerel W AT 7 Ul PR WM &1 3Wws, I, W9eR, RS iR 9ieH
T H e st & o [Aeperar § 3T 40 gfaerd diasT &1 &1 dIede giar gl srehr Idrer
I A AR Bl iR 226 WasT S Tolie AT &THAT § F W A Y I o 19 H 118
STP g1 83 ufderd &THd W H1H AT Sclall X1 Reprs o g § olfehed I A G g1 W
¢ J5 ¢ T qxg o § &1 38 RO & 38R &g A STP fowAt 3R aAxent & g &
FHIA AL F W@ 2l

AN Fede 3o e A 9| @ v RO f g1 SREIG e o gl & o ofd g
Seyor fAIF0T §1S Iem A g @ TgWT T ST 3R FRAS FAG F 9T W@l g o W H 38
TS H Hlg IR T TIFA F G AT A5 A @edA eI FM0 3§ A H
TATE T T GIEPIE A AT ol T cATIF WS F SRRFEX ool § el § & Th AL
& R a6 a0 A Faeo g @ a0 # @9 R 90 3RET & Soie H QU SR 99
H P HE ¢l Y G 30 Ig 9= F Fgl § 6 IS T @9 FY I F d69g
I 3 Tk QI FAT G g Fe

2019-23 & st HideT dledle Tolie, °re AR Aaerg g &l el 127 Hisiee ol oed I@T T
g, 3TH H 80 [ & AW g1 1580 fahellAIcy ofell HideT offsel f9er g1 82 €ie &1 Siviicur
g3 &l fasra g3m g1 20 Udere 3§ S &l 30,000 gFeIR 3ok H JaTRioor forar arm
g1 56 T ¥ 3R Hofowm AT # SN 715 &1 930 HPT D3 T g1 37 Fiel F I H TTh
T T AHAT Tl T & Afpet 9T T TH1S AT F FIEN gT AR 3 T

15 3@TEd 2022 37 @M &, 38% T 9N J 75 Thed aF U A 31 @A 37 75 depod!
fr Tat FO$ FAEF G €, TS ToE W v S T 37 7S FIEW W AR AT AR uhs
T &1 gl ST T@T § oeT Toam Bgil I gl STl WIieV f&h a9 @l el a9 &1 gl 1$
¢

"R el e A g1 el Sedel eRT N & 50 ¥ ™ g Ihr §1100 ¥ S;rer @er
3are 7 e 3R Alg & @3 | §0fT 50 93 Fe8 F JasE [oNd & aHH el 7
ST R Ueh & dTasle Useel W 9 W I3 o 3 R & home delivery # &hr St

ALY YU & PR H THh & Soiarled & 40 sTal & ST o9l T HAHT TTHA 3T &1 FS
IR U S qESr A I 6 FT g3, o A Far A @I L, S sTerex A AR ¥



39 & 9T § T goleere o alg dRiel AR gS A Bk fer e g1 a9 o oFl arereh ha @
EIES

ED & 3fUsRT & geudler W ==l I W@ &1 3T & &l ollfger & fAv sl {3Aw srererd
o ED fr f&arg &1 &1 31 3eaT Uil & AdT Anlg AT o fde X Ig SAHABRT &F gl 3T
TR ool & FORLT FA WG ot & AT # Fgl § [ oicT fhdl Sl & e o
el &, T 3¢ HET AR & S/ dm S Fehell 87 PMLA &I€ & Jg 8t &g e & ED Y
IS HIHI ool TS § 38 | g AR S Hehdl ¢ $Hb G 3 HIS g b Hlefed 9=
FH F @ ¢ al I FASHT A1RT o &efet foraah faw &1 X @1 B

AT A SNfaRaT & orF faeries TR HT Ald HT oo giod, a3 iR 36 g dd
hr S weh TR & STl SR 3T WY 81 A3 BRiAw RAE H Gelrar g3 ¢ & A ol
# gar o1l A o 9 o9 § R el @ € ¥R Uge! deh HGIS I 38 TR B & & #3
IR @er T 3R A AR FHr Fafedr & s WHuw Ag A
. https://ndtv.in/blogs/prime-time-with-ravish-kumar-why-ganga-was-not-cleaned-till-
2022-was-the-promise-of-bjp-3207388

6. CVC, ED ¥ #l&uid a, amadr gt d¥gme: ot Al a7 w@r @
dwaa? (hindi.thequint.com) Updated: Jul 31, 2022

AR 7 TFH ol HAR AT FefeT LT §, T§ FlT & e Heal W TER F Tolg &l
¢ IR FAST W YT 3ol dled Flefell Heal W TAR H 30 IR FA & FAee
g. 2020 # 229 of Seee @ AFfRgiad A amr o1, sHer el ATel T el HATCT
IR ¢ AfFT T A # 2@ Y 37 3T @ 3if¥aca & FE 8, safav 3@ gArTa e
HTSeT I, 229 Fefel 3ANT H 3T FIS 3T, g &g AT UETBH G A1 @l Tg
ZATaT & 6 9Rg F gl $O @@ Far o1 WL T EAU SR W RHIRET @dr §
difh ar TSTART AT Toeddd HT dig HIH o Fel ofdl AU,

FECIYUT FEAAT T "RIFTIT 39T 3T 7 TF Flell gl 9a7 H W@ 8. TF faene 3R e
AhdT & FEANTT FAH HH S ad § 3R FE T8 Ad §, TR SaFGHC HEAT Hhr Hide
g

IgT 38 910 R aEqa faeeor famar =m § o T8 arer 31fie waTor 3T (NCPCR) 3R
AR HART Taoiargied & gol @l G HIH A T o. I Thell 8 e & HaTeT =gl 3a1d
g 3T Ty & A (ST TATII) FATURY 9rel 3R 39% uifaliedhel sikfcd I 3T S6TT Fl HIH
T IE . gTelith VN AT F STgl TEATT IMIS & S §, Fhifh 3o Yl T ¥ & forw fanedy
Y G AT ST &, Al SHRN Acad ¢ Tg fob f50eT @il &l aidel &1 3oTerl ST S3er (51 6
Tedl & dR W FIA L 3R AR 3ARR 3R 3BT & & H S weer, 5 T siad dledd
HAT ST §) AT, T¢I AT g3 $Hh dle Wolagfed T & S g
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W deun B T o g

TEel, I a¥ 9 TS 2021 & Feel WU Tad 1 e gled & gyegqel Hid g T
A, 36% d1E IS FAA § SACT FT FAY €Id Il & oAfched 337 Toh D 3016 Bha e
(CDS) & &l @rell §. SHar & g adrr @ or & Eed &1 g wrehr 36H a1 3R @
3%he o # GeeIfSd fohar S T on. gTel & # 9 ANl &l ol THER gooll HAT 39
3fFaR AT & f9ar R arele Yieige ar gt & JgT do b 9T dEed & IdHT Aa3mse
& SFAet forw ey fear am.

G, CVC TG gl Fcehal AT &1 a1d S ol R Tl Yo (Teh dl) shael THATT
SridTgeh e Hshal Mg (Central Vigilance Commissioner) §. ST & & & 2020 &
& ReFd 93 § PR & y&dg o 1964 & 5T ART HT TAGAT i 15 oY, T5F 2003 H v
Tada durfaes Ay &1 ot Rar Irr. v NTY ddehdT TEUTE & diY T TR SFAeRy
AR & of5AT R Sk YTHA U A Ffhamsit & 3r@sar afad e &.

T, dedTer 3 o Fae TR RN A FRiaeE Iee § e 28 7S 2022 & 5H
ug F SFAERr & 718, T8l Agcaqot RiFaar 8. =i we&g (Judicial Member) & 4 #
¥ 2 ug @iell U9 §. ollehdTel e 1 "Hidsiiolh YGTUHIRAT & [Tt $eerR & 3Rdr
IBds 3R AT WA & AU FT9da7 AR F 0N W@ F Tgd A F dR | afota Far
€. U TUUAT SlehdTel R dehrgerd fafeea, 2013 & dga & a5 §."

SATgIeIG 3¢d ~IraTeld éiq‘@‘raj)&q Fgramefier Sifed feeliT o 3Ter AhdTel & 37 AR AT
Tl # afAd &, o AT 2019 & gera fohar arr ar. Afther SIffed sigel & A9y oe
& & At 7 a1G & 3 9E § SEAw & A el g T @ Far ar fF ey taw o
T o1 S 6 H o gAY Seie aX W E.. # g aE ¥ PSRy a1 deR S @ 3R
cliehdTel S g ¥ YT 1A I I@AT § dl 98 39 366 ¥ dredel 9o & fawa &

e, Jace fAGemerT Il # ED &1 fSedeil #er difeger 3R faeeh o1 &t & Seoud
& HHA H CEA AR IHHN S A A g ST 6 37 Gecg T A o fhar awm
33 & ded 17 aut # gof fhv a0 AHAT H A WER ar fags a A8 AFal & v
SFAGR §. $37 &7 9T ST §¢ 3T ¢ 3R 39 6T Ig oFaR @i 7 7 §, @Ak
a9 I 38A ot & Torelifas gfdededr anfie &l $37 ganT Toelifas fieddt &1 drer e
Il Io¢ TRAC FT AT AT dr gl & Gehdl.

T "TFEAA" F R



urE, 9 3R T wfar 3R S S sgu (CBI) 3R gade e (ED) & fdern @
ST 2005 & AT & AR ST Fiel T Gloll AT, Afhe] Ig ATofeh FEAH Toh NGRS
fAgrdw & o1 ® ¢, a8 [AgH § % Teads . gL

FAEcaqUT Y&l W ofd AT e el HEAT AT Toldl & AN &1 TFaee el faFdR & @
ST & S 38 HEYN/TSHE, 3Th/3HA Sfad 3R &3 7 faeare s gidr §. Jacl fFeemes
(ED) & SRRF Fo1F FAR fAsm 2020 # RErR gu &, dfthel I ToFHersT W o Hifhy &
S @, 2021 H FNA HIE & e fear o & f@sn & 39 w18 3R verwdes J& faar s
AIRT oifehed g8 STacle 8 3¢ Toh 3R TFEee fam I ofd THT s dar el & [
d1g I AT TR GaRT oV T fFaerede 3eEaeer & ggel arerdf g 2.

og, REd vz vafafaa e (@) & 9 a7 e o o e & veace W . gaer 3R
T & TEUWEIA &/ & U T Aged ol beeh & Al W afde .

g, ¢ & MY i vedl 9Ra & Agas 3k #gre@r 9diets (CAG) &eT & §. dfhd ©
= $T8TeT VU CaRT Ush RIS F ISl SToAehl o HcATSeh $hal RO 30 Aleleh Teiet
& 3% gl Al 2015 FE AT TR A & Teh Aol d1G el 1 RO 30el =RA W AL,
dfhel Fo vl d1g €T dear iR 2017 & S61 38 TSIEr (3her) o 8 f3thy 3iffse RuiE weqd
&1 o 3@ HEAr 2020 H g T (0) @ S, 2014 § T Wi Uge YT HAT HeTAlgT
(g & FRFT & SR Far o 2011 & 39, 2012 &7 26 3K 2013 & 34 RUC g1 Hr
A1 2014 & Ig 3HiehsT e 37 W UG IAT AT AR 2015 F ST Ha1 H RAE 30 WA
9 i, d9 Ig Hhar 55 Fr 2.

g% 91 & 39Tl Ui ast Ier 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 31K 2020 & a1 Rudy & fRrae
ool g5 A AW 42, 45, 23, 21 AR 14 & Hihsl W ;T IS, IWIR AN s IS SRR
¥ gt Tell f dg AR AR 36 Ao @ 3 Fa1 3ifscw 7 5@ et " 74.5 wfderd @
fORTae" s o

313, Uoe 316 asi & & A6l dh FET T IANRT A AT SHIANA HARMT 7 Fg
g 3R 38d FIEAT o9ar &, S dh o Aidpehci3i o HAgiFaar H FARad we AR
ST &l STET ool & foIv Fafed ARITed &1 3@ g1 fhar. oo arer e 1 o Faar
& IR HAATH & dgd FIAT HYFAT & Tl H FAYTEY A & 39 2019 & ol &
FequTed R e AR T F weew R gif@e axa &1 f@der fear .

3TeThET 2UsE, hoITHIIT &

So gfFaar 78 @ § 3R Pyt fr afkr aresfl, desr 3R T § a7 d ) @
i &, o 3&% el aRuma g1a §. 3R R safed & agfea veades @ gl § o
SO 39 gfad 3R TEur i fGeaaeiaar & arr-ary 3@ afaq 3R & o genfaa gidr &
TFHEAA T Irear ey # 3fdEy & dy W S &



TEATT HRIIToIT I SATTeer HI o] Fa H Ageaqur fHar et 8. Taenfaes danfaet
& IFJER SR HT SaEcgl ool & AT dead  (vertical), f[auiRer & far &faws
(horizontal) 3R T&amEt, AT vg =i & fow RS (diagonal) gidr . o9 T3t R®
Giadiel Sl gt § T AR & T 3R AR Tds TR fFedr &

grell val 3R Hhar & T Toehiaes sriarfaesr fr 39a AR 3&THAT &1 garar 31 ofHTae
§. Wfehel Siiehciliaeh FIITUTEN & T8 FEhichl IR SR &1 FRAT 3 TR g1 Yol areciiashell
I THAT A & [AT A Il &

S @ 999 & T 3o Agcaqul SRTeR— # ¥ Ycdeh #H TR GaRT Tk ThIGR $HI 31U il
& AR aRomA g Fhd 8.

Wﬁmﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ@ﬁ@%‘%aﬁﬁaﬁ%m%maﬁm
ot a1 aRond g, Sife quT adetfae efSeaior # eiiehdT i WiEer T Fehdl &, HEAT3HT
F AUAT B F AHAT Hs wWdH g Ad R g # o
Sie. https://hindi.thequint.com/voices/opinion/cvc-ed-raw-cbi-law-commission-heads-
are-missing-or-on-extension-effect-of-democracy#read-more#read-more

STATES NEWS ITEMS

7. Now, CAG scrutiny on Kerala govt entity financing LIFE
Mission Life Mission (onmanorama.com) Updated: Jul 30, 2022

Thiruvananthapuram: The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has started a
special audit on Kerala Urban and Rural Development Finance Corporation
(KURDFC) that funds the LIFE Mission activities to build free houses for the homeless.
It has started collecting information from the State Finance Department.

If the CAG includes the KURDFC'’s borrowings of Rs 6,000 crore also under the State’s
account, there would further be a decrease of the same amount from the State’s
borrowing limit with the Centre.

The KURDFC is a financial enterprise of the State Government. It has borrowed about
Rs 6,000 crore from HUDCO and other agencies, so far. Three-fourth of the amount
has been handed over to the LIFE Mission.

The CAG scanner was on the Kerala Infrastructure and Investment Fund Board
(KIIFB) and Kerala Social Security Pension Limited (KSSPL) for its off-budget
borrowings. Earlier, the Rs 14,000 crore borrowed by KIIFB and KSSPL were added
to the State’s total debt.

The CAG was the first to recommend that the borrowings on behalf of KIIFB and
KSSPL must also be considered as the State’s debt. After this, the Central
Government cut down the State’s borrowing limit by Rs 14,000 crore considering the
borrowings made by KIIFB and KSSPL. Though the total debt of Kerala during 2020—
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21 was at Rs 3.08 lakh crore, the CAG rectified its report by adding Rs 16,496 crore
as ‘offbudget borrowings’, making the total debt of the State Government Rs 3.24 lakh
crore.

More than 5.64 lakh people await homes

Thiruvananthapuram: As many as 5,64,091 have been listed in the revised draft for
those eligible for a house under the LIFE Mission project. While 3,66,570 of the lot are
homeless land owners, 1,97,521 are homeless and landless. This includes 1,14,557
from the Scheduled Caste communities and 16,661 from the Scheduled Tribe
communities.

The final list would be published on August 16 after making the changes
recommended by the respective Grama Sabhas.

Under the LIFE Mission project, houses are being built using its own funds and those
loaned by the KURDFC. These borrowings are being repaid from the development
grant allotted to the local self-governance
institutions. https://www.onmanorama.com/news/kerala/2022/07/30/cag-scrutiny-life-
mission.htm|

8. Social security pension: 9,600 beneficiaries found ineligible
in Kerala (onmanorama.com) August 1, 2022

Thiruvananthapuram: Undeserving public too have managed to corner social security
pensions in Kerala. A total of 9,600 beneficiaries of the government handouts were
found to own over two acres of land. Now, the Local Self-Government Department
(LSGD) has begun proceedings to remove them from the scheme.

An inquiry by the Finance Department revealed some of the beneficiaries were even
receiving rubber subsidies and other benefits. The LSGD institutions will send them
notice, conduct a hearing, and again verify the land documents before initiating the
action. The decision of the local-self governing bodies will be crucial in this regard.

The rule stipulates that the beneficiaries of the social security pension, other than
those belonging to the Scheduled Caste category, should not hold over two acres of
land in their own name or that of the family.

However, it is unclear how long these beneficiaries have drawn the pension, which
comes to Rs 1,600 per month. Around Rs 19 crore is needed to provide the pension
to 9,600 people. Earlier, there were allegations that many ineligible persons were
being made the scheme beneficiaries out of political pressure and that crores were
being spent to provide pensions to them.

52.30 lakh beneficiaries

Presently, the social security pension is extended to 52.30 lakh beneficiaries in the
state. The Kerala State Social Security Pension (KSSP) Limited was formed four years
ago to implement the welfare fund distribution system. The KSSP raises funds through
borrowings without including the same in the budget.
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The state recently distanced itself from the KSSP after the CAG heauvily criticized such
borrowing outside the purview of the state budget.

Five types of pension

The five types of social welfare pensions are Agriculture Labour Pension, Old Age
Pension, Disabled Pension scheme for mentally challenged and physically challenged
persons, pension to unmarried women above 50 years, and pension to
widows. https://www.onmanorama.com/news/kerala/2022/08/01/social-security-
pension-non-eligible.html

9. ‘Keep economy in mind while making estimates for next
budget’ (thehindu.com) 31 July, 2022

Money constraints faced by the government call for austerity in the budgeting
exercise, Finance department says

The Finance department has impressed upon government departments the need for
keeping economy in mind while preparing estimates for the 2023-24 budget.

It said the "serious financial constraints" faced by the State government call for
"extreme austerity" in the budgeting exercise.

As a general rule, Finance department wants the non-Plan revenue budget, excluding
salaries, to be retained at the level of the current financial year. This would entalil
economy measures in “all other spheres of activity”, and may require uneconomical
schemes to be dropped and certain other measures, such as maintenance expenses,
to be put off, it noted in a July 29 communique to department heads.

Departments were also directed to submit their non-Plan expenditure estimates by
August 31, plan expenditure estimates by September 10, and estimates on revenue
and other receipts by September 15 this year.

Expenditure estimates should be prepared realistically so that the amounts proposed
for programmes or schemes did not turn out to be excessive or inadequate later on,
the communique said. The Finance department also wanted heads of departments
and controlling officers to critically look at the programmes, schemes, and works, and
file review reports along with their budget estimates.

In its latest audit report on State finances, the Comptroller and Auditor General had
urged the State government to be more realistic in its budgeting exercise. The CAG
had observed discrepancies such as failure to execute schemes, misclassifying
expenditures, lack of transparency, and excess and unnecessary re-appropriation of
funds.

Discontinuation of the Goods and Services Tax compensation beyond June 2022,
reduction in fiscal deficit grant, and other factors could lead to shortfalls in the years
ahead, according to the State government. This could entail a shortfall of about
23,000 crore in the current fiscal alone, Finance Minister K.N. Balagopal had
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warned. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/keep-economy-in-mind-
while-making-estimates-for-next-budget/article65706813.ece?homepage=true

10. CAG sniffs ¥183 crore scam in
Haryana (thehindubusinessline.com) Updated: Jul 31, 2022

Cooked up Faridabad development works were given to a single contractor over
5 years from 2015

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has exposed a scam of the
Haryana government in which the top brass of Faridabad municipal corporation
cleared %183 crore worth of payments in multiple instalments of under %5 lakh to a
single contractor for mostly cooked up city development works for five years.

The Faridabad municipality is understood to have adopted this innovative way of
syphoning off public money to avoid seeking clearance from higher officials if the
payment exceeded 5 lakh.

Initial finding

The initial finding of the CAG’s Accountant General office of Haryana, which was
accessed by Business Line, revealed that contractor Satbir Singh, a resident of
Parvatiaya Colony of Faridabad, was allegedly arbitrarily awarded contracts for five
years, beginning in 2015, ignoring e-tendering government rules and urban local
bodies department guidelines. He subsequently received payments from Faridabad
municipal corporation through 588 vouchers, running into ¥183.83 crore, calculated
the CAG auditors. The findings will be included in the CAG’s compliance audit report
on urban local bodies department of Haryana for the year March 31, 2022, and made
public subsequently.

Though the corruption issue was raked up in the past, attempts were allegedly made
to brush it aside. A committee constituted by the municipal commissioner on the
demand of local councillors concluded in March 2021 that the government lost ¥23.65
crore since neither contractor nor junior engineer could show execution of a single out
of 388 allotted infrastructure works.

The vigilance department of Haryana is learnt to have written to the chief secretary
about a month ago seeking directions for a probe into the scam.

When BusinessLine sought his comment on bureaucracy’s involvement in deep-
rooted corruption, Arun Gupta, the additional chief secretary in-charge of urban local
bodies, stated that the State Vigilance Bureau is looking into the matter. “I cannot
make any comment on this matter. The vigilance bureau is looking into it,” said Gupta,
a 1992-batch IAS officer.

Interestingly, while the Taxpayer Number (TIN) and address of the contractor
remained the same in the records, Faridabad municipality allegedly would mostly give
him the nod on paper merely on a quotation basis. And the company’s name would
have a slight variation in the initials to make it appear as if these were different entities
at the time of applying. It would become either Satbira Construction Pvt Ltd or Satvi
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Construction Pvt Ltd, Satvi Precast Pvt Ltd, or Satvi Traders Pvt Ltd, according to the
CAG audit probe.

Not just that, the irregularities committed by the municipal corporation department
showed a complete disregard for Haryana public works department code and written
official directions. “¥183.83 crore was disbursed to the contractor without proper
documentation, indicating weakness in financial controls; ¥79.53 crore could not be
vouched in the audit due to non-availability/non-production of 213 vouchers,” observed
the internal note of CAG.

In November 2014, the former Director of Urban Local Bodies, Haryana, informed all
the municipalities about the outsourcing policy, which was to come into effect a month
later, to enforce the e-tendering system for all civil works, purchase of stores, or
engagement of labour.

The order was re-issued in April 2015 with a further direction that no bifurcation of the
estimates would be done of similar nature of work, otherwise strict action would be
proposed against the officer for not obeying the government instructions, the auditors
found out during the inquiry. Beyond that, the former principal secretary of urban local
bodies department issued an order on March 31, 2015, insisting that the cost of works
should not be manipulated by subdividing them so as to make their pitch remain within
the competency of the municipalities and the provisions of the PWD code must always
be complied with in letter and spirit.

But, from April of 2015 onwards till June of 2020, the directive was violated to give
contracts to Satbir. The auditors noted that during the audit of the Municipal
Commissioner of Faridabad for a year from April 2018, it was assessed that payments
of 7.85 crore were made for 164 development works carried out by Satbir Singh, who
gave a quotation with a slight variation in the name of his firm. The audit observed that
amounts were paid on April 9, 2018 (for 140 vouchers) and July 19, 2018 (for 23
vouchers) for the development works having similarity in items executed, with same
measurement and equal amounts by splitting the payment into bills having an amount
below %5 lakh each, the audit observed.

Other than that, the auditors also discovered development works were not executed
against computer generated quotations; 18 quotations were not even signed; the
drawing was not approved; and the estimate of the work was also not approved. There
are other glaring technical oversights which have been picked up by the CAG auditors,
suggesting criminal action against government employees, including officers, and the
contractor. https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/cag-sniffs-183-
crore-scam-in-haryana/article65707078.ece

11. GFP: Ignoring CAG’s audits could lead to Sri Lanka-like

economic collapse in Goa (timesofindia.indiatimes.com) Updated: Jul 31,
2022

Panaji: The state government’s lack of responsiveness to the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) audits is of serious concern, said Goa Forward Party (GFP)
on Saturday.
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GFP president Vijai Sardesai said that non-compliance with CAG recommendations
can lead to revenue losses and performance failures for the state government.

GFP said that the CAG'’s role to inspect the financial health of various departments,
prevent wasteful expenditure and revenue leakages, and improve performance.
Failure to abide by the CAG’s audit findings and report could lead to statewide socio-
economic collapse as withessed in Sri Lanka, said Sardesai.

“One of the most scathing remarks made in the report against the government is that
there is a lack of responsiveness of the government to audits,” said Sardesai. “When
multiple departments fail, the cumulative impact compounded with the government’s
policy failures and rising debt will lead to statewide socio-economic collapse as
witnessed in Sri Lanka.”

The CAG report for the year ending March 2020 was tabled on the last day of the
monsoon assembly session. Sardesai was focused on the functioning of the Goa
Industrial Development Corporation, which has come in for several rounds of criticism
by the CAG.

In 2020, the CAG pointed to the revenue loss due to a large number of vacant plots in
IDC, non-recovery of dues from industries, delays in executing deeds of transfer to
allottees, delays and arbitrariness in allotment of plots, and poor infrastructure, among
other things. In the latest report, it has been revealed that when IDC paid SEZ firms
Rs 256.5 crore as a refund to settle the land dispute, it included Rs 17 crore which
was actually paid to the local government bodies.

“CAG had suggested several recommendations to improve the performance of GIDC,
but all of it has been ignored. The government used GIDC as an ATM machine to
settle the SEZ issue, which once was considered a scam,” said Sardesai.

The former deputy chief minister said that the question is whether Goa’s industries
department and GIDC can improve Goa’s industrial sector and create industrial jobs
for locals. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/gfp-ignoring-cags-audits-could-
lead-to-sri-lanka-like-economic-collapse-in-goa/articleshow/93241901.cms

12.  Failure to implement CAG recommendations can lead to Sri
Lanka-type crisis in Goa, says MLA (theprint.in) 30 July, 2022

Panaji: The BJP-led government’s failure to implement recommendations given in the
report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) could lead to a Sri Lanka type
crisis in Goa, MLA Vijai Sardesai of the Goa Forward Party said on Saturday.

The report was tabled on the last day of the budget session of the Assembly and one
of the scathing remarks made in it was the government’s lack of response to such
audits, he said.

“The role of the CAG is to inspect the financial health of various departments, prevent
wasteful expenditure and revenue leakages, as well as improve performance. Not
implementing CAG recommendations can lead to revenue losses, performance
failures. These <can lead to economic collapse like Sri Lanka,” he
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claimed. https://theprint.in/india/failure-to-implement-cag-recommendations-can-
lead-to-sri-lanka-type-crisis-in-goa-says-mla/1062298/

13.  "amranE gifedr # dguifas Al tad R F "pe-wee I @ AR
wfefhds R & HDP «=:f @  3curgar ahNemr FE
a&g (bhaskar.com) Updated: Aug 1, 2022
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ews/himachal-government-has-given-in-principle-approval-to-the-first-ever-
horticulture-policy-its-goal-to-make-apple-state-a-fruit-state-130130016.html
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14. 384 infra projects show cost overruns of Rs 4.66 trillion, says
report (business-standard.com) AUGUST 01, 2022

As many as 384 infrastructure projects, each entailing an investment of Rs 150 crore
or more, have been hit by cost overruns of more than Rs 4.66 lakh crore, as per a
report.

According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, which monitors
infrastructure projects of Rs 150 crore and above, out of 1,514 projects, 384 reported
cost overruns and as many as 713 projects were delayed.

"Total original cost of implementation of the 1,514 projects was Rs 21,21,471.79 crore
and their anticipated completion cost is likely to be Rs 25,87,946.13 crore, which
reflects overall cost overruns of Rs 4,66,474.34 crore (21.99 per cent of original cost),"
the ministry's latest report for June 2022 said.

According to the report, the expenditure incurred on these projects till June 2022 is Rs
13,30,885.21 crore, which is 51.43 per cent of the anticipated cost of the projects.

However, the number of delayed projects decreases to 552, if the delay is calculated
on the basis of the latest schedule of completion.
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Further, it showed that for 523 projects neither the year of commissioning nor the
tentative gestation period has been reported.

Out of the 713 delayed projects, 123 have overall delays in the range of 1-12 months,
122 have been delayed for 13-24 months, 339 projects for 25-60 months and 129
projects have been delayed for 61 months and above.

The average time overrun in these 713 delayed projects is 42.13 months.

Reasons for time overruns as reported by various project implementing agencies
include delay in land acquisition, delay in obtaining forest and environment clearances,
and lack of infrastructure support and linkages.

Delay in tie-up for project financing, finalisation of detailed engineering, change in
scope, tendering, ordering and equipment supply, and law and order problems are
among the other reasons.

The report also cited state-wise lockdowns due to COVID-19 as a reason for the delay
in implementation of these projects.

It has also been observed that project agencies are not reporting revised cost
estimates and commissioning schedules for many projects, which suggests that
time/cost overrun figures are under-reported, it stated. https://www.business-
standard.com/article/economy-policy/384-infra-projects-show-cost-overruns-of-rs-4-
66-trillion-says-report-122073100265_1.html

15. GST collection rises to Rs 1.49 lakh crore in July, up 28%
YoY (moneycontrol.com) AUGUST 01, 2022

India collected Rs 1.49 lakh crore as Goods and Services Tax (GST) in July, posting
an increase of 28 percent from the same month last year, the finance ministry said on
August 1.

Compared to the money collected in June, the July GST mop-up was 3 percent higher.

"For five months in a row now, the monthly GST revenues have been more than Rs
1.4 lakh core, showing a steady increase every month," the finance ministry said in a
statement.

Of the total GST collections, Central GST was Rs 25,751 crore, while State GST was
Rs 32,807 crore. Integrated GST was Rs 79,518 crore and cess was Rs 10,920 crore.

The government settled Rs 32,365 crore to Central GST and Rs 26,774 crore to State
GST from Integrated GST. As such, post settlement, the total revenue of the Centre
and the States in July was Rs 58,116 crore and Rs 59,581 crore, respectively.

At Rs 1.49 lakh crore, the July GST mop-up is the new second-highest amount
collected in a month, pipping the June number by 3 percent.


https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/384-infra-projects-show-cost-overruns-of-rs-4-66-trillion-says-report-122073100265_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/384-infra-projects-show-cost-overruns-of-rs-4-66-trillion-says-report-122073100265_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/384-infra-projects-show-cost-overruns-of-rs-4-66-trillion-says-report-122073100265_1.html
http://moneycontrol.com/

The highest-ever GST collected in a month is Rs 1.68 lakh crore and was achieved
earlier this year in April.
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So far this financial year, monthly GST collections have averaged Rs 1.51 lakh crore,
22 percent higher than the monthly average for FY22.

"Better reporting coupled with economic recovery has been having a positive impact
on the GST revenues on a consistent basis. During the month of June 2022, 7.45 crore
e-way bills were generated, which was marginally higher than 7.36 crore in May 2022,"
the finance ministry
said. https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/gst-collection-rises-to-
rs-1-49-lakh-crore-in-july-up-28-yoy-8928411.html

16. 5G spectrum auction ends; provisional sale amount at Rs 1.5
trillion (business-standard.com) 01 August 2022

India’'s biggest ever auction of airwaves ended on Monday, with spectrum worth
Rs 150,173 crore being sold, sources said

India's biggest ever auction of airwaves ended on Monday, with spectrum worth Rs
1,50,173 crore being sold, sources said.

The auction that stretched into seven days ended this afternoon, the sources with
direct knowledge of the matter said.
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The provisional figure for the sale proceeds is Rs 1,50,173 crore and the final numbers

are being tallied, they added. https://www.business-
standard.com/article/companies/5g-spectrum-auction-ends-provisional-sale-amount-
at-rs-1-5-trillion-122080100617_1.htm|

17. Prudence needed (dailypioneer.com) 01 August 2022

The Prime Minister’s emphasis on power sector reforms can also help clean up
state finances

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s concern over the huge losses in the distribution sector
has come at the right time. He rightly pointed out that the more electricity is wasted,
the more it has to be generated. His remarks on the dire need to reform the power
sector — coming after his unease with the freebie culture in general which he
denounced a few days ago — seem to indicate the Centre’s growing intolerance of the
economic policies which are imprudent and irresponsible. The consequences are for
all to see. As per the Union Power Ministry’s estimates, states and Union Territories
(UTs) together owe over "1 lakh crore to the electricity generation companies (gencos)
and "1.3 lakh crore to the distribution companies (discoms) by the end of the last fiscal.
The Prime Minister has launched the Power Ministry’s flagship revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme; its objective is to improve the operational efficiencies and financial
sustainability of the discoms and power departments. With an outlay of over "3 lakh
crore, it is aimed at modernising and strengthening of distribution infrastructure and
focusing on the reliability and quality of supply to consumers. This will help in
technology upgrade, apart from cutting distribution losses and improving consumer
satisfaction. While the revamped scheme is welcome, the real problem lies
somewhere else: the reckless manner in which state governments, under various
political parties, manage their finances. They indulge in the worst kind of populism
(e.g., subsidising pilgrimages and marriages) and atrocious decisions like waiving off
farm loans.

While the Centre has refrained from announcing farm loans waivers in the last five
years, states have been doing that with impunity. Then there are other sops like free
electricity. Evidently, state politicians believe that imprudence has no consequences.
But they are wrong: all actions, especially bad actions, have consequences. They have
a lot to learn from the recent happenings in Sri Lanka. Leaders in the island nation
continued too long with too much of fiscal profligacy and irresponsible economic
policies. The denouement: the most prosperous economy in South Asia, with a per
capita income almost double that of India’s, is not in ruins.

Such are the perils of imprudence. It is good to know that no less a person than PM
Modi is spearheading the campaign against mindless populism and, what he called,
the revdi culture. It is also time that public intellectuals and opinion makers woke up to
the threat of ever-expanding freebies. They must recognise the fact there is no such
thing as a freebie, for all goods and services have a cost. This cost has to be borne
by someone; and that someone is inevitably the citizen — as taxpayer. For instance,
if a section of society doesn’t pay for electricity, the public exchequer does; and it is
the taxpayer who replenishes it. Hopefully, the Prime Minister's emphasis on power
sector reforms will also help clean up state
finances. https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/columnists/prudence-needed.html
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18. Government bailouts are not the answer to India’s energy
sector woes (indianexpress.com) Updated: July 30, 2022

Over the past few weeks, there has been much consternation over India’s twin deficits
— of the rising fiscal and current account deficits. However, the fiscal risks are not just
limited to the national level. Across several states, the situation is becoming
increasingly challenging. Yet, the common thread that runs through these deficits —
state ownership and control — remains unaddressed.

From Coal India’s inability to raise production to meet growing demand to the failure
of state-owned power distribution companies to bring down losses, state control of
these critical aspects of India’s power chain is central to a higher current account deficit
and growing fiscal risks at the state level. The unending episodes of coal shortages
and power outages only serve to underline this unaddressed structural cause of India’s
deficits.

Take coal mining. From 2013-14, the Indian economy has grown by around 50 per
cent (in real terms). But Coal India, which accounts for around 80 per cent of India’s
total coal production, was able to raise its output by just 34 per cent over the same
period. With domestic production falling way short of demand, reliance on coal imports
has risen. India’s coal imports (thermal and cooking) rose to a staggering 230.3 million
tonnes in 2020-21, up 37 per cent from 168.5 million tonnes in 2013-14. But as the
output of captive and commercial mining, largely in the private sector, dramatically
increased last year, imports dipped. However, this year, they have touched almost 65
million tonnes in just the first quarter.

Back of the envelope calculations suggest that coal imports for thermal power alone
have more than doubled in the first quarter, compared to the same period last year.
To put this in perspective — the value of coal imports in just the first three months of
this year is likely to be around half of what was imported in all of last year. This growing
reliance on coal imports (along with crude and gold) is at the root of the country’s
widening current account deficit.

Ironically, a country that has one of the largest coal reserves in the world is also one
of the largest coal importers. An inability to ramp up production, to forecast demand
accurately, as every episode of coal shortage over the years has exposed, is the
hallmark of the coal sector that is still largely the preserve of a public sector monopoly.

Then there is the problem of the state-owned power distribution companies. Despite
repeated attempts to turn around their financial and operational positions, on key
metrics, the divide between the public and private sector discoms is deepening. For
instance, in 2019-20, public sector discoms lost Rs 0.72 per unit of power sold, while
private discoms made Rs 0.20 per unit. Similarly, in 2019-20, the AT&C losses (due
to operational inefficiencies) for state discoms were pegged at 21.7 per cent, while for
the private sector, losses were at 8 per cent. For private discoms, both power and
employee costs are lower as a proportion of total expenses. With deteriorating
finances, the net worth of all public sector discoms put together stands at a negative
Rs 61,757 crore, while for the private sector, it is a positive Rs 24,965 crore.
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There have been several attempts to rescue state discoms. But each time the size of
the bailout — and as a consequence, the burden on the exchequer — has only risen.
In the early 2000s, the scheme for repayment of SEB dues amounted to Rs 41,473
crore. In 2012, the financial restructuring plan added up to Rs 1.19 lakh crore. In 2015,
UDAY involved a transfer of Rs 2.01 lakh crore to state government balance sheets.

A deterioration in the financial position of discoms means that their dues to power
generating companies start mounting, which in turn delay payments to coal miners,
affecting the financial stability of the entire power chain. In 2020, the situation was so
bad that under a scheme formulated by the central government, PFC and REC
provided loans worth Rs 1.35 lakh crore to discoms so that they could clear their
pending dues to power generating companies. But, despite this package, their dues
rose again, and in May 2022, the government announced another scheme to relax
their payment obligations.

Notwithstanding various schemes to turn around their finances, the total debt of all
discoms put together stood at Rs 5.14 lakh crore at the end of 2019-20. Of this, Rs
4.87 lakh crore is owed by state discoms. If state governments were to infuse funds in
discoms to clear their dues to generating companies and structure another bailout
package along the lines of UDAY, then for 18 large states, the costs would add up to
Rs 4.32 lakh crore or 2.3 per cent of their combined GSDP as per the RBl. Amongst
the worst hit would be Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab and
Jharkhand.

But another bailout isn’t going to change the situation.

As tariffs charged by discoms are much higher than the cost of alternatives, a sizeable
part of non-agricultural sales of discoms (industrial and commercial consumers) have
already shifted towards captive and solar. And with the ministry of power recently
reducing the threshold for green energy open access, more and more consumers will
increasingly opt out. As this trend accelerates, discoms will perhaps only be left with
subsidised connections, largely agricultural and low-income households.

This would mean that discom losses will rise as cross subsidisation from commercial
and industrial consumers will decline, increasing their dependence on state subsidies.
In 2019-20, the total state subsidy claimed and released was around Rs 1.1 lakh crore
or 17 per cent of total discom revenue. This will only increase down the line, making
future bailouts even more fiscally challenging.

Tackling these deficits requires addressing the issue of government control over
critical aspects of India’s energy sector. Without shifting to market-determined prices
— reforms are ultimately about price — little headway is likely to be
made. https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/government-bailouts-are-
not-the-answer-to-indias-energy-sector-woes-8059908/
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19. Power shift (thehindubusinessline.com) Jul 31, 2022
India should balance its renewables shift with meeting energy security goals

The Ukraine-Russia war, and the Covid-related supply disruption before that, have led
to serious questions the world over on whether the ‘clean energy transition’ goals of
the past can still hold. Many developed countries, faced with an energy crunch and
sky-high prices, have gone back to mining coal and are backtracking on their promise
to stop using nuclear power. The impact of this shift towards coal, oil and gas on
meeting global emission reduction goals can hardly be brushed aside. But as India’s
Chief Economic Advisor V Anantha Nageswaran pointed out recently, India cannot be
railroaded into compromising its energy security in the garb of meeting so-called ESG
goals. India finds itself in a dilemma. It aspires to be a global leader in climate action,
having promised a lot at COP26 in terms of ramping up the share of renewables in its
energy mix. However, geopolitical imperatives are leaving it no option but to fall back
more on fossil fuels. That said, India’s non-fossil fuel energy capacity (including hydel
and nuclear) stands at close to 170 GW, or over 41 per cent of total electricity capacity
of 403 GW.

India recently faced a perilous crisis of coal. As a result, it has struggled to meet its
electricity needs, as thermal power accounts for 75 per cent of generated power. To
mechanically apply a ‘Western’ template of meeting ESG goals does not make sense
in all situations. In fact, renewables the world over have failed to plug the energy deficit
caused by the reduced supplies of coal and gas. This applies to India as well — where
wind and solar account for over 28 per cent of total installed capacity. India should
regard coal as a permanent baseload option along with nuclear power (which accounts
for just 1.7 per cent of total installed capacity), as these are not really subject to
seasonal fluctuations. It is understandable that in 2021-22, India produced 778 million
tonnes of coal compared with 716 mt in the previous year; the current year’s production
may be even higher, given that in Q1 of FY23 the country produced 205 mt of coal, 31
per cent over Q1 of last year. Analysts concur that India’s production of coal would
peak at around 2030.

There can be no question that India should safeguard its energy security and persuade
the world not to thrust down ESG in a one-size-fits-all style. However, it has merely
been shuffling along on the climate action front. Fresh solar installations last year were
a record 10GW, but it could have been more. The 175GW target for renewable energy
capacity for CY2022 will be missed. As at end June, solar capacity stood at 57,705
MW; the target for December 2022 is 100,000 MW. Likewise, wind power capacity
was 40,788 MW against the target of 60,000 MW. Four years after the government
announced its vision for offshore wind, a draft “strategy paper” has just been brought
out for public comments. Years after it became clear that the reverse bidding
mechanism for wind auctions was not working well, the government is mulling
alternatives. The push towards nuclear power is absent. The 500 MW Prototype Fast
Breeder Reactor (PFBR), which was expected to provide a template for a fleet of
breeder reactors, has been over two decades in the making. In this context, the CEA’s
message should neither be seen as a prescription for fossil-fuel addiction, nor one for
a climate action
holiday. https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/editorial/power-
shift/article65707018.ece
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20.  Fifth-generation fighter jet engine, OROP: Modi government
presents its defence roadmap in
Parliament (newindianexpress.com) 30th July 2022

The government on Friday said it is exploring collaboration with a foreign defence
major for co-production of engines for a medium combat aircraft.

India is working on an ambitious USD 5 billion project to develop the fifth-generation
Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA).

"Indigenous capability exists with DRDO and Indian industries for design, development
and manufacturing of 80kN combat jet engine,” Minister of State for Defence Ajay
Bhatt said in Lok Sabha.

He was replying to a question.

"Collaboration with a foreign engine house is being explored for co-development and
co-production of the higher class thrust engines for AMCA," he said.

"The cost including technology transfer for manufacturing the jet engine can be known
after further progress,” Bhatt added.

India's confidence for the development of the AMCA saw a significant jump after the
development of the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas.

Manufactured by state-run aerospace behemoth Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL), the
Tejas aircraft is a potent platform for air combat and offensive air support missions
while reconnaissance and anti-ship operations are its secondary roles.

In February last year, the defence ministry sealed a Rs 48,000 crore deal with HAL for
procurement of 83 LCA Tejas fighter aircraft for the Indian Air Force (IAF).

To another question on whether the government proposes to revamp the Sahayaks
system, Bhatt said "no".

Sahayaks in the Indian Army are soldiers and their duties include protecting the
officers, maintaining their weapons and equipment and helping them in carrying out
their responsibilities.

Sahayaks are also known as "buddies".
"In the Indian Army, a buddy has clearly defined military duties and forms an integral
part of the organisation structure of a unit and has specific functions during war and

peace,"” Bhatt said.

"During operations in the field areas, he and the officer/ JCO (junior commissioned
officer) act as buddies in arms," he said.

"One covers the movement of the other buddy and protects him in operations where
support has to be total, whether mental or physical or moral,” Bhatt added.
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The revision of pension for ex-servicemen under the 'One Rank One Pension’
(OROP) is under process, the government said in Lok Sabha.

In responding to a question, Minister of State for Defence Ajay Bhatt said the revision
is being carried out with effect from July 1, 2019.

The minister also cited an order by the Supreme Court on the matter.

The government issued notifications in 2015 announcing the implementation of the
OROP scheme.

It had a provision for reviewing the pensions every five years.

"The Supreme Court vide its order dated March 16 directed that in terms of the
communication dated November 7, 2015, a re-fixation exercise shall be carried out
from July 1, 2019, upon the expiry of five years," Bhatt said.

"Revision of pension under OROP with effect from July 1, 2019, is under process," he
added.

The OROP implies that a uniform pension be paid to the armed forces personnel
retiring in the same rank with the same length of service regardless of their date of
retirement.

To a separate question, Bhatt said the government has taken measures to "de-stress
and upgrade the capabilities" of the soldiers and officers serving in the Army, Navy
and Air Force.

Elaborating on the measures, he said training of soldiers and officers is conducted as
per a well-planned schedule.

Bhatt said the steps included annual planning of major training and administrative
events to "provide stability and predictability in commitments of personnel”.

"In order to de-stress the soldiers and officers their daily/ weekly routine & training
schedule is well spaced out and is designed to improve their physical and mental
capabilities,” he said.

India's military spending for the year 2021 was ranked as the third highest in the world,
the government said citing data collated by Stockholm-based defence think-tank
SIPRI.

"This (defence) ministry does not maintain expenditure data of other countries,”
Minister of State for Defence Ajay Bhatt said, replying to a question in Lok Sabha.

"However, as per data available on Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute's (SIPRI) website, India's military spending for the year 2021 is ranked as third
highest in the world," he said.

Bhatt was asked whether India's military spending is ranked third highest globally.



According to the details provided by Bhatt, citing data from SIPRI, the US ranked first
with the expenditure of USD 800,672.20 million, followed by China's USD 293,351.90
million while the figure for India was USD 76,598.00 million.

Asked whether more than 50 per cent of defence equipment has been imported from
2017 to 2021, he said "no".

"During 2017-21, the percentage of foreign procurement (both revenue and capital)
made for the purchase of stores/ defence equipment has been in the range of 33.97
per cent to 41.60 per cent,” he said.

To a separate question, Bhatt said coastal monitoring and surveillance is being carried
out on a real-time basis by the Indian Coast Guard around the country's coastline
through a "chain of static sensors (CSS) consisting of 46 radar stations."

He said the infrastructure has been put in place under the Coastal Surveillance
Network (CSN).

"Coastal surveillance system through chain of coastal high definition surface warning
radars is one of the means through which coastal security is being implemented," he
said.

"The radars have been installed since 2011 and there is no known harmful effect on
the environment,” he added.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/jul/30/fifth-generation-fighter-jet-
engineoropmodi-government-presents-its-defence-roadmap-in-parliamen-
2482312.html
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