NEWS ITEMS ON CAG/ AUDIT REPORTS (17.12.2022 to 19.12.2022)

1. 50 Centrally Protected Monuments Untraceable, 11 in
UP (newsclick.in) DEC 19, 2022

In a shocking revelation, the Union Ministry of Culture and the Archeological Survey of India
have reported that about 50 of the country’s 3,678 centrally protected monuments cannot be
traced on the ground.

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has attributed their loss to either rapid urbanisation
or problems tracing the monument sites because of their remoteness, The Tribune reported.
The revelations were made by the Ministry of Culture and the ASI in a report by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Culture. The report was presented before the Parliament
this week.

In its last report on the subject, the Comptroller and Auditor General noted that 92 monuments
were missing. Parliament panel also asked the ASI to conduct a physical survey of all the
monuments.

Following rap from the CAG, the ASI physically inspected 1,655 of the 3,678 centrally
protected monument sites. After this exercise, the actual status of the monuments was
established.

The missing monuments include Barakhamba Cemetery in the national capital, two monuments
in Haryana and 11 in Uttar Pradesh, which is the highest.

“If even monuments in the Capital city cannot be maintained properly, it does not bode well
for monuments in remote places in the country,” said the panel.

In the status report to the panel, the ASI stated that 42 of the 92 missing monuments flagged
by the CAG had been located on the ground, but 24 of them were totally untraceable, as many
as 14 were lost due to rapid urbanisation, and 12 submerged under dams or reservoirs.

The panel directed the government to maintain digital log books containing textual,
photographic and video records of the state of physical preservation of all monuments and their
exact location coordinates, the Tribune reported.

The panel pulled up the ministry for differentiating between the untraceable monuments and
those lost to urbanisation and dams. “The distinction made by the ministry regarding the
monuments lost to urbanisation/reservoirs and 24 monuments which are untraceable is an
academic one since monuments lost to urbanisation/reservoirs are as irrecoverable as the ones
which are at present untraceable with scant hope of being found in future. Moreover, the fact
that the ASI had been unable to prevent the loss of the 14 monuments to urbanisation and 12
to reservoirs/dams and only located them after the study by the CAG suggested that the ASI
had no cognisance of these monuments prior to the study. The number of monuments lost from
public viewing must therefore be held to be 50 taking into account those lost to urbanisation or
reservoirs,” said the Parliamentary Committee.

The panel’s status report says, “it is of paramount importance to ensure the protection of
historical monuments across the country and the same is also reflected in Article 49 of the


http://newsclick.in/

Constitution of India”. The constitutional provision states the “Protection of monuments and
places and objects of national importance— It shall be the obligation of the State to protect
every monument or place or object of artistic or historic interest, 1 [declared by or under law
made by Parliament] to be of national importance, from spoliation, disfigurement, destruction,
removal, disposal or export, as the case may be.” https://www.newsclick.in/50-centrally-
protected-monuments-untraceable-11-UP

2. 50 protected monuments missing on ground, 2 in
Haryana (tribuneindia.com) DEC 19, 2022

As many as 50 of the country’s 3,678 centrally protected monuments are nowhere to be found
on the ground, with the Archaeological Survey of India attributing their loss to rapid
urbanisation or difficulties in tracing the sites due to their remoteness.

The startling admission by the Ministry of Culture and the ASI is part of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Culture’s crucial report, “Issues relating to Untraceable Monuments
and Protection of Monuments in India”, presented to Parliament this week.

Action after cag rap

Following CAG rap, the ASI inspects 1,655 of the 3,678 centrally protected sites

Parliament panel asks the ASI to conduct physical survey of all monuments

Lost to urbanisation

The ASI says 24 monuments are completely untraceable, 14 have been lost to urbanisation and
12 have been submerged under dams or reservoirs

Barakhamba Cemetery among the lost sites

Haryana: Kos Minar, Mujesar, Faridabad; Kos Minar,

Shahabad, Kurukshetra

Uttarakhand: Kutumbari

Temple, Dwarahat, Almora

Delhi: Barakhamba Cemetery; Inchla Wali Gumti, Mubarakpur

R’sthan: Inscription in Fort, Tonk; 12th Century Temple, Baran

UP: Ruins of three small linga temple Ahugi, Mirzapur

The missing monuments include Barakhamba Cemetery in the heart of the Capital, two
monuments in Haryana and the maximum (11) in Uttar Pradesh.

The committee in its report notes that the actual status of the monuments in question was
determined only after the ASI conducted a physical inspection of 1,655 of the 3,678 centrally
protected monuments following a rap by the Comptroller and Auditor General, which in its last
report on the subject had noted that 92 monuments were missing.
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The ASI, in a status report to the panel, said 42 of the 92 missing monuments flagged by the
CAG had been located on the ground while 24 were completely untraceable, 14 were lost to
rapid urbanisation and 12 had been submerged under dams or reservoirs.

Rapping the ASI for making an academic distinction for the monuments destroyed, the
parliamentary committee directed the government to maintain digital log books containing
textual, photographic and video record of the state of physical preservation of all the
monuments and their exact location coordinates.

“The distinction made by the ministry regarding the monuments lost to urbanisation/reservoirs
and 24 monuments which are untraceable is an academic one since monuments lost to
urbanisation/reservoirs are as irrecoverable as the ones which are at present untraceable with
scant hope of being found in future. Moreover, the fact that the ASI had been unable to prevent
the loss of the 14 monuments to urbanisation and 12 to reservoirs/dams and only located them
after the study by the CAG suggested that the ASI had no cognisance of these monuments prior
to the study. The number of monuments lost from public viewing must therefore be held to be
50 taking into account those lost to urbanisation or reservoirs,” said the committee.

The panel also said it was perturbed to learn that Barakhamba Cemetery in the heart of the
Capital was among the untraceable monuments.

“If even monuments in the Capital city cannot be maintained properly, it does not bode well
for monuments in remote places in the country,” said the
panel. https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/50-protected-monuments-missing-
on-ground-2-in-haryana-462334

3. Search is on for 24 ‘missing’ monuments of country via old
records (newindianexpress.com) Dec 18, 2022

Even after five years since it conceded that 24 centrally protected monuments are untraceable,
the culture ministry has not given up hope. The ministry has told the standing committee on
transport, tourism and culture that with the help of old revenue records, revenue maps and
published reports, these historical structures might be located in the future.

However, the ‘dismayed’ panel recommended that the Archeological Survey of India (ASI),
the national watchdog of heritage sites under the ministry, undertake a survey of all the 3,693
centrally protected monuments to check their physical ‘existence’ and to ensure their adequate
maintenance and protection.

In its 324th report titled-- Issues relating to Untraceable Monuments and Protection of
Monuments in India---tabled in Rajya Sabha last week, the Committee stated that it is perturbed
to note that having found out that at least 24 monuments are untraceable out of the sample of
monuments studied, no further surveys were conducted for the remaining monuments, even
nearly a decade after the original study.

“A physical survey of all the Centrally Protected Monuments must mandatorily be carried out
by ASI from time to time as per a fixed time schedule. Digital log books may be maintained
which may contain textual and photographic or video record of the state of physical
preservation of the monument, exact location coordinates and clearly demarcated prohibited
and regulated areas in the vicinity of the monument,” the panel recommended.
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It further suggested that digital records might be made accessible to the general public to avoid
any ambiguities.

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) in its 2013 report on ‘Performance Audit
of Preservation and Conservation of Monuments and Antiquities’ reported that 92 monuments
are ‘missing’. Subsequently, the ASI carried out a mega exercise to locate the reportedly
untraceable monuments. The efforts bore fruits and many of them were ‘traced out’. The
Survey found 42 sites physically existed and 14 were ‘affected’ due to rapid urbanisation.

About 12 sites, it stated that they existed but were submerged under dams or water reservoirs
but 24 heritage properties were ‘untraceable’.

In its response to the panel, the ministry stated that the exact location and condition of
untraceable monuments could not be determined because of various factors such as rapid
urbanisation, non-availability of proper details about their location in the gazette notification,
remote areas and dense forests despite the strenuous efforts.

However, it added that the chances of tracing those monuments with the help of scientific tools
and archival records cannot be ruled out. “Field explorations and periodic surveys are being
conducted from time to time by the field offices of ASI and with the help of old revenue
records, revenue maps and published reports, these monuments may also be traced out...
exercise of removing these 24 untraceable monuments has not been initiated by the ASI as
there are chances that some of these monuments can be traced out in near future,” the panel in
its report noted.

The 24 untraceable heritage sites:

*Assam

Guns of Emperor Sher Shah, Tinsukia

*Arunachal Pradesh

The Ruins of Copper Temple, Lohit

*Haryana

Kos Minar, Faridabad

Kos Minar, Kurukshetra

*Uttarakhand

Kutumbari Temple, Almora

*Delhi

Bara Khamba Cemetery

Inchla Wali Gumti, Mubarakpur Kotla



*Madhya Pradesh

Rock Inscription, Satna

*Mabharashtra

Old European Tomb, Pune

Burj, Agarkot

*Rajasthan

Inscription in Nagar Fort, Tonk

12th Century Temple, Baran

*Uttar Pradesh

Ruins of three small linga temple circle 1000 AD, Ahugi Mirzapur
Three sites with megaliths on the western and north eastern toes of the hill, Chandauli
Tablet on treasury building, Varanasi

Telia Nala Buddhist ruins, Varanasi

A Banyan grove containing traces of ancient building, Amavey, Ballia
Closed Cemetery, Katra Naka, Banda

Gunner Burkill's Tomb, Mehroni, Lalitpur

Three Tomb, Lucknow-Faizabad Road, Lucknow

Cemeteries at miles 6 and 7, Jahraila Road, Lucknow

Cemetery at Gaughat, Lucknow

Large ruined site called Sandi-Khera, Pali, Hardoi

*West Bengal

Ruins of fort, Nadia

https://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/2022/dec/18/search-is-on-
for-24-missing-monuments-of-country-via-old-records-2529203.html
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STATES NEWS ITEMS

4. Fake challans for scooters, cars issued to carry sand in Bihar: CAG
report (hindustantimes.com) Dec 16, 2022

PATNA: Like the infamous fodder scam, motorcycles, auto rickshaws, and cars were
purportedly used as modes of transport to carry sand from different ghats, says the report of
the comptroller and auditor general (CAG) for the year ending March 2021, which was tabled
in the state legislature on Friday.

Talking to the media after presenting the reports to the heads of state legislature, auditor general
(audit) Ramawatar Sharma said that 46,935 e-challans out of the 2,43,811 issued in 14 districts
were generated for unrealistic vehicles, having registration numbers of ambulances, buses, auto
rickshaws, cars, motorcycles etc.

“As many as 21,192 out of the 33,191 e-challans verified by the audit in 16 works divisions,
were found to be fake and had been used in different construction works. The fake challans
account for about 63.35% of the total e-challans,” said Sharma, adding that in 15,723 cases in
11 district mining officers (DMOQOs), 11 to 861 e-challans were generated for one vehicle, in one
day, to carry sand.

In four districts, the concerned lessees generated e-challans more than 10 times to 142 times a
day, for a particular vehicle, while dispatching stones, during year 2018-2020. Moreover, it
was found that 12 ghats were mined for sand in three districts without obtaining environmental
clearance (EC), said the report.

Eight DMOs had extended the lease for sand mining till December 2021 without realizing the
security deposit leading to loss of about X 94.97 crore. The state also suffered revenue loss of
9,741 crore on account of non-realisation of stamp duty and registration in eight districts the
lessees for the period of 2015-19, which was extended till September 2021.

The audit report further state that the panchayati raj institutions (PRIs) were unable to levy and
collect taxes for want of the Bihar Panchayat (gram panchayat, audit, budget and taxation)
Rules despite recommendation of the state finance commissions and relevant provisions in the
BPRA, 2006.

The PRIs in the state did not have adequate staff to discharge the devolved functions. At GP
level, 4,751 posts (56% of the sanctioned strength) of the panchayat secretary were vacant,
whereas 455 posts of block panchayati raj officer (BPRO) (64% of the total sanctioned
strength) were vacant at the block level.

As of November 2019, utilisation certificates (UCs) of only 213,695.45 crore (46.71%) were
submitted by the PRIs against total grants of 329,319.83 crore, released during the period up
to 2017-18.

Similarly, UCs of %5,443.55 crore out of total X10,508.78 crore grant released by the urban
development and housing department (UDHD) during the period 2015-16 to 2018-19 (up to
November 2018) are pending for
adjustment. https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/patna-news/fake-challans-for-
scooters-cars-issued-to-carry-sand-in-bihar-cag-report-101671211933959.html
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5. Two, three, four-wheelers, ambulances, used to transport sand in Bihar: CAG
report (newsroomodisha.com) Dec 17, 2022

Patna: The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, in its latest report, has exposed
rampant illegal sand mining in Bihar, and made shocking revelations about its modus operandi.

It said that the sand mafia have used motorcycles, scooters, ambulances, e-rickshaws, cars,
buses, trucks, as well as earth mover machines for the transportation of sand in various districts
of Bihar.

The CAG report is based on E-challans issued by the state Geology and Mining Department.
It has also taken help of the students of National Institute of Technology (NIT) Patna. The NIT
students, in their report submitted to the CAG, claimed that illegal mining is taking place in
every ghat earmarked for the evacuation of sand in Bihar and it is an increasing trend.

CAG analysed the E-challans of 14 districts and found that 47 vehicles which cannot be used
for the transportation of sand were issued e-challans from the department. The department had
issued 2.5 lakh e-challans to those 47,000 vehicles.

As per the report, 62,843 e-challans issued to bike and scooters and 6,44,000 tons of sand were
transported on them.

As many as 39,000 e-challans issued to auto-rickshaws for the transportation of 3,85,000 tons
of sand.

A total of 10 e-challans issued to ambulances and 124 tons of sand transported on them.

Also 9,245 e-challans issued to cars and 87,000 tons of sand transported from them. Even the
Mining Department has issued challans to fire brigade vehicles for the transportation of 8 tons
sand.

As per the report, the Mining Department has issued 181 e-challans to one bike and 139 E-
challans to cars for the transportation of sand in one day.

Besides, it has issued challans to trucks, buses, tractors and earth mover machines as
well. https://newsroomodisha.com/two-three-four-wheelers-ambulances-used-to-
transport-sand-in-bihar-cag-report/

6. Sand, stones can be transported in ambulances, autos: CAG
report (telegraphindia.com) 19 Dec 2022

Sand and stones can be transported in ambulances, crop harvesters, construction equipment
vehicles, fire tenders, motorcycles, scooters, e-rickshaws, auto-rickshaws, cars and buses in
Bihar, said a CAG report.

The state has achieved the dubious distinction in the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
report on “systems and controls in assessment and collection of mineral receipts” for the
financial year 2020-21 tabled in the Legislative Assembly on Friday.


http://newsroomodisha.com/
https://newsroomodisha.com/two-three-four-wheelers-ambulances-used-to-transport-sand-in-bihar-cag-report/
https://newsroomodisha.com/two-three-four-wheelers-ambulances-used-to-transport-sand-in-bihar-cag-report/
http://telegraphindia.com/

At least 2.44 lakh e-challans examined in 14 of the 38 districts in the state by the CAG officials
were generated by using such unrealistic vehicles to transport sand and stones, which are
precious minerals for the construction and infrastructure sectors. The mineral is abundantly
available in Bihar.

“These e-challans were actually fake. They were generated by using registration numbers of
bikes, ambulances, fire tenders, auto-rickshaws, cars, earth movers, and other such vehicles
and used by contractors and mining lease owners for showing the transportation of sand and
stones,” Bihar accountant general (audit) Ramawatar Sharma told reporters.

To top it, these vehicles and construction equipment supposedly undertook 11 to 715 trips in a
day. It was not possible to carry sand in these vehicles, nor they could undertake so many
movements in a single day.

Sharma also added that around 63.85 per cent of e-challans verified by the audit officials were
found to be fake.

The CAG officials asserted that such dubious and fake e-challans could have been used either
to justify sand or stone extractions or to get the royalty on them released or to indulge in other
kinds of irregularities. This went unchecked because there was no linkage between e-challans
and the regional transport office databases, so the type of vehicles could not be automatically
checked.

The CAG report on “performance and compliance audit” for 2020-21 found that the agriculture
department did not have any existing list of potential beneficiaries for the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhia (PM-KISAN) due to which 71.45 lakh people were deprived of scheme
benefits of Rs 3,444 crore.

PM-KISAN provides support of Rs 6,000 per annum to all eligible farmer families in three
instalments of Rs 2,000 each every four months to supplement their financial needs to ensure
proper crop health and appropriate yields, as well as, their domestic needs.

The report points out that there were 1.64 crore-farm owners but only 82.5 lakh or 50 per cent
could be registered for the welfare scheme till August 2021. It has criticised the agriculture
department for not having the correct database and for not providing any option to farmers for
offline applications.

Another serious anomaly detected by the CAG has been that the state was to provide irrigation
facilities on 85.41 lakh hectares, but water availability and crop yield indicated that it could
have been available on 21.37 lakh hectares. https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/sand-
and-stones-can-be-transported-in-ambulances-auto-rickshaws-cag-
report/cid/1904597

7. Fines realised by e-challans not remitted to govt
account (timesofindia.indiatimes.com) 19 Dec 2022

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has stumbled upon large-scale
irregularities in the remittance of fine/penalty collected by the transport department from
violators after implementation of echallan through electronic devices.
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According to the CAG report, Rs6.27 crore realised through e-challan by hand held devices
(HHD) was not remitted to the government’s account. It added that the remittance of Rs7.03
crore in government account could not be verified due to non-maintenance of account/cash
book for amount collected through HHD.

Rule 37 of the Bihar Financial Rules (BFR) provides that all transactions must be brought into
account immediately and money received should be duly credited into the government account.
“Audit scrutinized (between April 2020 and August 2021) the account in HDFC Bank for
collection of fine through HHD and observed that in DTO, Patna, Rs4.76 crore credited in
HDFC Bank through HHD was transferred to the account of DTO, Patna, in Indian Bank
instead of government account,” the CAG report said.

Similarly, in DTO, Gopalganj, Rs81.19 lakh was credited (between March 2020 to March
2021) in HDFC Bank through HHD was transferred to the account of DTO, Gopalganj in State
Bank of India instead of government account. “This was in violation of Rule 37 of BFR and
instruction of the transport department which stipulates that revenue realised must be remitted
into the government account by the next day of transaction,” the report said. The CAG noticed
similar incidents in Muzaffarpur and Purnia.

The CAG also said 3,061 challans worth Rs1.97 crore were irregularly modified and fines
unpaid were reduced by Rs90.96 lakh. It added 71,274 e-challans for Rs24.17 crore were issued
to defaulting vehicle owners/drivers but neither was any action taken against them nor were
any efforts made for seizure of vehicles or documents.

CAG report also stated that audit scrutiny revealed non-short realization of taxes and road
safety cess, leviable taxes not realized from transport vehicles and other irregularities involving
Rs227.09 crores.

The transport department levies and collects taxes on vehicles in the state in terms of the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, Bihar Motor Vehicles Taxation
(BMVT) Act, 1994 and BMVT Rules,
1994. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/fines-realised-by-e-challans-not-
remitted-to-govt-account/articleshow/96331410.cms

8. CAG finds lack of financial discipline in Finance department in
Bihar (uniindia.com) 16 Dec 2022

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India detected lack of financial discipline in
the Finance Department which failed to ensure transparent financial management at district
level and could not maintain proper and effective functioning of the District Accounts Officer.
Auditor General (Accounts) Bihar Ramawtar Sharma briefed news persons about the CAG
report for the year ended on March 31 2019 after it was tables in the state assembly here on
Friday. http://www.uniindia.com/cag-finds-lack-of-financial-discipline-in-finance-
department-in-bihar/east/news/2880449.html

9. Fake challans issued for motorcycles, cars, e-rickshaws to carry sand in
Bihar: CAG report (aninews.in) Dec 17, 2022

Fake challans were made mentioning e-rickshaws, motorcycles and cars that were used to
transport sand from different ghats in Bihar (/topic/bihar) in what could be a major illegal
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mining scam, according to the recently tabled report of the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAGQG) for the year ending March 2021.

CAG tabled its report on Friday.

Addressing the mediapersons, Accountant General (Audit), Bihar (/topic/bihar), Ramawatar
Sharma said, "In all ghats that were studied, we found illegal mining. Every year this illegal
mining is increasing. Mining activities are being carried out without environmental clearances.
Unrealistic vehicles were used to carry sand.”

"We analysed that the trend of unrealistic e-challans were mostly used in the month of June.
46,935 e-challans out of the 2,43,811 issued in 14 districts were generated for unrealistic
vehicles. These vehicles carry registration numbers of ambulances, buses, auto rickshaws, cars,
motorcycles etc."”

Sharma said the challans were made to justify the illegal extraction. In the challans, it was
shown that 6,44,189 metric tons of sand were transported by motorcycles.

"Further 86,000 metric tons of sand were transported by cars. Similarly, it was shown that
3,85,000 metric tons of sand were transported through auto rickshaws. E-rickshaws transported
26 metric tons of sand,” he said. https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-
news/fake-challans-issued-for-motorcycles-cars-e-rickshaws-to-carry-sand-in-bihar-
cag-report20221217233726/

10. How Bihar hooch tragedy spotlights a healthcare crisis (indiatoday.in) 19
December 2022

Politics continues to overshadow Bihar’s hooch tragedy in which over 70 villagers, mostly poor
Dalits, have died in Saran and Siwan districts of the state which has officially been under
prohibition since 2016.

Opposition BJP has mounted pressure on the Mahagathbandhan government to pay cash relief
to the families of the dead, saying the prohibition law had a provision for compensation to the
kin of hooch tragedy victims, and it was given in Gopalganj in 2006 when 16 deaths were
reported soon after the law came into force. BJP MP Sushil Modi said Rs 4 lakh was then given
to each victim.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has controversially maintained no compensation will be given, as
“those who drink liquor will die”, even as his police are yet to find out from where such a huge
quantity of poisonous liquor came.

This is despite his ally, the Left parties and the HAM(S), protesting for cash relief to the
families of hooch tragedy victims and asking the state government to be more sensitive. The
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has ordered its on-spot investigation into the
matter.

While the compensation argument has its merit, these large numbers of deaths, the highest

since Bihar imposed prohibition, have also highlighted the poor state of primary healthcare
infrastructure in the hinterland.
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It has now become clear that many drinkers of spurious liquor died as hardly any treatment
facility was available at the primary health centres. Many died while being taken to the state-
run Patna Medical College and Hospital (PMCH). Sections of experts have said some of these
lives could have been saved had there been proper systems in place.

When the new government was installed in Bihar in August, after Nitish again dumped the BJP
and went with the RJD, Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav gave officials an ultimatum of
60 days to improve the state’s health infrastructure.

But when Tejashwi visited a government-run hospital in West Champaran last month, he faced
angry attendants of patients who said they were devoid of even basic facilities. He was also
confronted with an awful state of hygiene.

But that’s not an isolated case. A few random calls to people in Bihar districts will show that
many hospitals don’t have doctors, and their pharmacies turn away patients lining up for
medicines.

Who can forget the sickening images of the crumbling and stinking Darbhanga Medical
College and Hospital flashed during the devastating second wave of the Covid pandemic?

Hospitals in Bihar have for long been the breeding ground for many diseases. Politicians,
government officers, and judges don’t plan their medical treatment in Bihar. The chief minister
visits Delhi’s AIIMS for routine checkups (2018) or a simple surgery for cataract (2021).

A government official posted in Saharasa districts was recently diagnosed with hernia at a local
health centre but doctors advised him against going to Patna for treatment. However, he had
little faith in the diagnosis itself and chose to go to Darjeeling where the actual cause of his
suffering was found to be a prostate complication.

Thousands in north Bihar prefer UP's Gorakhpur and Varanasi over Patna for treatment.
Another piece of stat: Between Saran and Siwan, where the latest hooch deaths have happened,
there is only one ultrasound machine with the latest tech run by a private centre that remains
overcrowded all the time.

A report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) tabled in the state legislature
earlier this year pointed out massive shortfalls in health facilities. Some district health centres
were found to have only about 30 per cent of the required beds for patients. The CAG report
said the state health department has failed to increase the bed strength since 2009.

It also pointed out that there was a persistent shortage of MBBS doctors, nurses, paramedical
staff and lab technicians from 2014 to 2020.

The Bihar Medical Services and Infrastructure Corporation Ltd (BMSICL) could only spend
29 per cent, Rs 3,103 crore, against the available funds of Rs 10,743 crore. Out of the total
1,097 projects undertaken by it during 2014-20, only 187 could be completed, while 523 were
still in progress and 387 still needed to commence, according to reports.

Meanwhile, in Saran district, blank-faced minor children were seen standing in front of the

local health centre, with voter and Aadhaar cards in hand, to obtain the death certificates of
their fathers. The wails of chest-beating women still shatter the eerie silence in affected areas.
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Hooch deaths have happened in Bihar even before prohibition came into force in the state. And
people have died of spurious liquor in states such as Punjab where prohibition has not been
imposed. But there’s no denying that casualties have spiked in Bihar, over 300 since 2016. In
the last couple of years, such deaths have stalked the state. Some of those who survive often
end up losing their eyesight.

The poor implementation of prohibition means booze parties continue in towns, though a shade
subdued. In villages, where costlier liquor cannot be afforded, people manage to risk their lives,
in the face of weak enforcement, with what often turns out to be poisonous.

Nitish has argued that domestic violence has reduced and less money wastage in households
means more can be spent on the education of children, while data from the National Crime
Records Bureau shows crime against women has increased in Bihar since 2016 in the state
that’s losing thousands of crore of rupees in revenue every year due to the liquor ban.

And deaths, while tragic, are only part of the issue. The Supreme Court and the Patna High
Court have flagged the clogging of courtrooms with bail hearings of those accused of
prohibition violators and jails are bursting at the seams as thousands wait for release.

Crimes cases, particularly those of rape, are said to have shot up in Bihar as previous cases
remain pending, diluting the deterrence factors, and the police remain busy catching or
negotiating with prohibition offenders.

The courts have also flagged that the menace of drugs, with teenagers working as peddlers, has
increased in the state after the imposition of
prohibition. https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/bihar-hooch-tragedy-spotlights-
healthcare-crisis-2310911-2022-12-19

11. For Fr R & 931 gorar, R & Famet w1 7@ e e aewe
fAfr & 3,443 &AT FT A (news4nation.com) 16 Dec 2022

W@rﬁ%ﬁg’(’ﬁgwﬁ & 3ITAR f9gR & 71 o 45 §oIR 65 et
TTHAT frare gFAaTea A 5= & 3,443.55 AT TUT HT oIH o & aa |
v, fSgR AU AST & §HET HRT & [Ad9% U9 FAQT@UeTe &l oT@raIat
gfddest (fAsarest Td 3e[drelel S@moien) 2022 9&dd fhar a@r g sd@r RAC &
FE ad w@HEA IS § T 31 A 2021 A o@ATT g gy A fER &
fpaTeT 3,443.55 AT FUT &7 I1F ol ¥ dfRT @ T,

Rt #F gt arm § for SN Asmer & o e & wenfad oAt v w5 Atper
T o8 gl & 71,45,065 et :3,443.55 w3 ¥ dfId Wl 164 oM@ G=iidd
HAURH & fawey doliga et f Fwar Fae 82.50 @ (50 wiawrE) o
(3ETET 2021)| YA Aol & fow [FHer & gy ganfad arenfdar $r a5
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3MAcAT & U Far off [TareT T aueT g7 el e & [SFASR SgI=—m Sr
Hhdl g1 3HH Ig o &gl I § 5 3% oS e &7 Ahed dAal gl sy
WHR o a7 el & I & e & afdd #X &, St 3Acsed 3Mdced «igi
T T A

Y fITT 3T SITTeT &t U 3R AT=Ar & o1y g arar iR et arelr
g ot & favg # aeniiEl qarr & o '@ oawomst W) R an
IRUMHAESET 82,50,032 Tsilehc ST # @ 48,366 39T w1l Sl 3 arar
¥ ¢ 3 39.05 I3 (AdsR 2021 ) FT ASTal H oH Ted g3 A
IHR 19,485 ATHAC fSoTH 223.62 FS FT AT (FAGSR 2021) G AT, wmemaf &
ASHIR, Hcg A 3 & MUR ) 39T A

AR AR canT Ad Iiaerd faa ivd sl e @A @ (doa.-
o) e, @t g fhae 9RaRT & 3fa wae T v9 3fa YR
AT el & TTY-ATY 3ol Bl Sl o AT AT IMaRIehdr I dalel Jele
A 8 Yodh TN ARG H X 2000 T il FAE fohedl # 26,000 Uiy a¥ & 3
HETIdT 9Glel aldl &l

RUIE & 3HqaR 10 FHAT S el & 22,301 3Hageh mAG (Fel Tollped
3agTh AT Fr 91 gfaerd) @ 223.59 e & AR & JEER oty &l
AT foham T AT Fifeh NUHA.- fhdT & dEd N & T e H He-31h
fafr 3T 1 weadr 2019 o amsmedf & 3y o GaAer A & forar arar o)

fathel 3R ST $ETAET & HROT TS & AT &l I50:48 FS &I GEATCROT
sTel fohar ST Feht St gRiTar § o fasimeT garr 3mmaeass 3R faavor & 3eadeT el
AV 7| 3HH Jg o Fer T § T dF @ @ e fagafaar F sRor .
Th.UA.TH. GaRT 67.535 «eMAT & 3Hdesl 3diehd aX QU aT & S 37 o2
& ®ROT AF T - (). ToF & FAE. 9iéa W S @rar fqexoit & s $Hr giaer
STeT o 3R (ii). T Asel ARVFRT o 5 dLT Fl ohg THR o AT H gl ol
qr|

175 manfdat O Gefdd 222.62 oG & AT o 3T AfFdar & s @ar &
gEAAR [T 7T &, St oAt & d @i & fFazor f euar gAfRad &
& Hier a7 # FAESNY AT giee ad &1 TR A agelr forar S sf de & (
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AdeY 2021 Tk ) A1 | 10 FHeAT- Sitad forell # @ ©: &, SLU3L @R Ty s
HRTAT I 3Tl Uehed o 3G o STdsfG, 138 ST Y 26.96 T T 8T
fhaT arar |

U 67,851 AT & Gl AT 62.67 FUS F fGECYH SETHI 5.00 S
(31Ts gfderd) a¥er fhar arar (Fadr 2022 d%) o1 3R 38 3 dF HRT TR
ﬁm’aﬁ%mmeﬁmmﬁ%maﬁmmqﬁaﬁ@%ﬁlwﬁﬁ
WN.UAY, T YA o A & HROT dgR AR 2018-21 Hr 3af& & fav sRkd
AR F 29.48 3 YIS =gl X TNl YeT:, FAT NUHAY, & IHG o Al
I gHTAT IR o gaTiad foRam|

AT F URFEH  (HE 2019 ) & 30T 2021 d 3AT 31 AT & R
$haol 9,408 Rrmal (23 wfaerd) &1 Aarer fFar m@m, sefd RAdsw 2021 @
g’ 2021 (T A8 ) & ek AW 30,674 (77 gfaerd) Reraal &1 Faror far
T gEfda FfPE F 3T H Ig AT Aar fopar ST g R amanmfdat
&1 30,674 <ifad Rieradl, Seg fsarfiea g fhar sar ar, &1 AaRor arda &
forar | @1y &, [Affie 3ReEl o Rerad AFdl T a9 Jal fhar I=ar
o7 |

ISTAT o IREH @ HH A HH Teh fohecd Yol e alel ATSAIAGT Sl FE&AT & Jolell
A oAt v §edr A T 1,30,492 1 FwAT WS S| eI, N fawmr A
TRy Fr FEAr H FHEY & FRON FT [FAVT AT fRAT| TET AT & AT
H 124 feat (v AR & 318% & Qo & dRoT gHTfad omenfdai & 92 o

TYT T ITATeT T6T fohaT ST Fehl AT https://news4nation.com/news/big-disclosure-
in-cag-report-farmers-of-bihar-did-not-get-the-benefit-of-3-443-crores-of-kisan-
samman-nidhi-876581

12. fer: ®R, 95# 3K R @ v av @t o W CAG & RaE #
HIHT AT "IETT (samacharnama.com) 17 December 2022

R & 9 Td HAgTe@r dIaTeh (HTal) o 39elt drem Raic # fogrR & a3 da
W 3T IT @A & Il fhar g 3K saa div-allst & e & A= ae
Gy TohT &1 3HA el a1 § fob 3T ATfhar fagR & faffiesr forel & ¥ & qRage
& U AIEEThA, FhX, UTgeld, $-REAT, FR, 96, T & LAY IHT 7N
AT T SEAATT I &1 et I RUIE T faaleT IR Telel fHWET G@RT SR
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T o0 S-aree WX IR &1 SEH TSET WA XA (TAARS) TeT &
oEr fT & Acg off 715 &1 TS & BEr oF v Hi I el RAE 7 grar
Far § 6 fogr & 39 &1 [ & v R[fTed & g W 3199 @ 8 W ¢
3R g i dedr & o W@ &

FT 7 14 TSl & - 1 fAewor fFar 3R 9ram % 47 aga st 39 & gRage
F foT 39T J87 [FT S Thd A, oo QAHET A 3 T s-ATAT SR FT 71T |
f@mT ¥ 3o 47,000 ag=il & 2.5 oM@ $-aTelel ST fhT F| RUIE & 367@R, S5
HR THeT & 62,843 $-TTl ST fohT 910 3R 37 W 6,44,000 T ¥ T GRage
forar arar| 3,85,000 &+ &Te] & UREgsT & forw 3ffer Rerm &r 39,000 $-aTelle ST
fohT 10| U T HeT 10 - SIRY T 1T AR 37 W 124 T 3T 1 IRage
forar | @1y & FRY & 9,245 s-aTeeT ST fhw arv 3R 399 87,000 @ YT &1
aRage forar arar| I8l a% & @eter fAomer o o 8 oot are] uRage aa W BRI
frts & anfsat & =remet e &1 RAE & eqar wofe femer & v Gt & oo &
gRdgd & TIU Ueh d%Hh & 181 3R &R & 139 S-arena T fhw| @y &
gHL gaE, dFer AR 3T AW wAE F W T Fe

BN

%*Ihttps.//samacharnama.com/states/bihar—news/Blhar—M|II|ons—of—tonnes—of—sand—
carried-by-cars-bikes-and/cid9476476.htm

13. CAG Rt @ sfidier aFR i R 71§ sreg | Ffaafer siaar # Rrars-

HfAAT FT G 37319, 19 FTEAET H 61% W @ 7€ FWrelr (news4nation.com) 17
December 2022

dhar RAIE A Frcher FHR T gl drel & GoT 718 §1 AGrol@reh T R & gemar
g3 & foh Teholichr RAT & fahra @F oy TAR IR 6T &1 THPR Fer et A
ssﬁﬁ'qﬁwaﬂﬁsr@’lﬁié’r% AfheT TATYS 3UcedT AgT AT W SoNTAIRAT Hictall
H gl T AT & gR For §. 39 gog I g yfaud @ 3if¥s @i @l |
ST T Il PR A% Wfesdr a6 9T ®ihd T, TAGTHT T dglell I oo
YTl o8t gl

deheitent fIeT & #Foreh, 61 HrEdr @1 @relr

et RAE 7 gorrdr frar o= § % g9 & 19 Sonfaafier sras gy @t
T SIS E AT 9141 &1 FgT T AT 98¢ & @ g1 3719 SllfaRar shicket
ST 2019-20 & fopameler fhU arw &, 39T 4560 Hiel & 2784 €1 Rad [/ 7B,
A 61% e W AAR & e 3. ST 19 SNfAIRIT Slelsll & 61% S
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Qrelr ® TS 3AH
3R, 3RE, 3R, HSYR, TFER, TNATeETSl, STETAEG, Hay, Gasar, fher

IS, TR, AYSeA!, HIR, AdTel, AT, IGRT, Ragy ,[aer qar afgs
TYROT AT §. @ qeT & urar 17 5 el & @rely T & O 3aegs A
gor (FRrefor q2ur AT RNETT FATNRIT) Ta IR T & 9T FEATT T T4
ThaT ST TET.

SATAIRAT-UTelc [FAeh HTATAT H AT T 8- JAT

HATOI@ISR $I RUIE & &gl AT & F ddr 2016-17 & Hol-6 SoNfIARIT Hickall
H 2016-17 & 2019-0 &Fr 371@™ & R 13680 drer A 3500 ( 26%) e FI &R
STET ST Hepl. Sidfeh Uifcieideler TTATHA FI 8640 el & 642 (7%) HIE @relr |
M| AT §¢ W 9§ & dgd T TATAET & TG H 31 SSIIRIT Hlotol H
e FAaRAT 7 90% Hr AT IR IR Reqor FAaREAr 7 98% H waAT .
Safeh 15 difeieideler AT H fRAeTor Searar & 80% 3R IR Ruetor iRt
H 96% T HAT . HT o Ig RAIE wadr 2022 Fr I & IUR W IR fmar

g1 https://news4nation.com/news/nitish-government-was-badly-beaten-by-the-cag-
report-severe-shortage-of-teachers-and-personnel-in-engineering-colleges-713269

14. Kerala fiscal crisis: FM's statement & sifting the grain from the
chaff (newindianexpress.com) 19 December 2022

Kerala Finance Minister K N Balagopal recently informed the Legislative Assembly that the
state is reeling under an unprecedented fiscal crisis and attributed the "distorted" fiscal policies
of the Union Government, the havoc caused by Covid-19 and recurring natural disasters as
reasons for it.

He chose to add that the reasons contributing to the crisis are beyond the control of the state.
However, the Minister failed to mention anything about the role of fiscal policies and fiscal
management of the state government on the crisis.

Kerala has been experiencing a perpetual and acute fiscal crisis and the crisis is multi-
dimensional. The contributory factors include; the inability to increase the state's own
resources, persistent use of borrowed funds for meeting revenue deficit, excessive increase in
salary, pension and other items of revenue expenditure, fiscal extravagance in spending on
many items, under-reporting of debt, off-budget borrowing for meeting revenue expenditure
and so on. The unsound fiscal policies pursued and poor fiscal management by the successive
governments in the state are the basic causes for the crisis.

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India’s (CAG) State Finances Audit Report of Kerala

for 2020-21 presents a dismal picture about the state finances for the previous five years from
2016-17 to 2020-21.
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The state was not able to achieve the revenue deficit, fiscal deficit, and debt Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) targets stipulated as per Kerala Fiscal Responsibility Act (KFR Act)
for the above five years. The only exception is the achievement of fiscal deficit for 2019-20.

The CAG has calculated the overall debt of Kerala including off-budget borrowing as Rs.
3,24,855 crore in 2020-21 (Debt GSDP ratio 39.87 per cent). This is an excessive and
unsustainable level of public debt of the state by any fiscal norms.

The CAG’s preliminary accounts for the financial year 2021-22 also give an alarming fiscal
situation of the state. Accordingly, the total revenue receipts of the state comprising tax
revenue, non-tax revenue and grants-in-aid contributions of the Centre was Rs 1,16,546 crore
in 2021-22. Of this, Rs 42,982 crore is the share of union taxes and grant-in-aid from the Central
Government. It accounts for 37 per cent of the total revenue receipts. The total revenue deficit
IS Rs 26,582 crore. For meeting this revenue deficit and other items of expenditure, the state
borrowed Rs 42,786 crore in 2021-22.

A disturbing development in revenue expenditure during 2021-22 is the huge increase in salary
and pension due to its revision once in five years. The salary expenditure increased from Rs
28,763 crore in 2020-21 to 45,585 crore in 2021-22 (58 per cent) and pension expenditure
increased from 18,943 crores to 26,898 crore (42 per cent). The net additional financial
commitment created for the above two items was Rs 24,777 crore. This is a major factor which
pushed the state to the present acute and unprecedented crisis.

It is a fact that natural disasters and the spread of Covid-19 had severely affected the state
finances. Natural disasters such as the devastating floods and landslides during 2018 and 2019
have resulted in the unprecedented dislocation of people, destruction of houses, loss of
property, damage of public infrastructure such as roads and bridges and loss of livelihood of
lakhs of people.

The post-disaster needs assessment (PDNA) had estimated the total losses of the floods of 2018
was around Rs 26,720 crore and total recovery needs as Rs 31,000 crore. The state was forced
to spend a lot of funds for the rehabilitation, relief, repair of damaged assets, compensation of
damaged properties and reconstruction of infrastructural items.

The spread of Covid-19 in the state since March 2020 has also created a health and economic
crisis. Even after two and a half years, the state’s economy has not returned to the pre-Covid
level. The pandemic has resulted in a large fall in the state's own taxes, non-tax revenue and
the state share of union taxes. The state was forced to spend a lot of funds on measures related
to containing the spread of the pandemic, improving public medical facilities, treatment of
Covid patients, testing, running quarantine centres, and community Kitchens, purchase of
medicines and equipment, distribution of food kits, vaccination etc.

Coming to the issue of "distorted™ policies of the Union Government, major items under this
head are a reduction of Rs 6716 crore in revenue deficit grant from the Centre compared to the
previous year, a reduction in state borrowing limit by Rs. 24,639 crore and loss of at least Rs
9000 crore in the current year due to stoppage of compensations on goods and 3 service tax
(GST). The revenue deficit grants are given as per the recommendations of the Union Finance
Commission to states to tide over the revenue deficit and improve their fiscal situation. It is a
grant and not an item of central resource to be transferred to the state. The 15th Union Finance
Commission has recommended a revenue deficit grant of Rs 53,137 crore for four years
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between 2020-21 and 2023-24 to Kerala. The state government has received an amount of Rs
39,605 crore till July 2022. The receipt of this amount has considerably helped the state during
the Covid-19 period.

The borrowing limit of a state is fixed as per the KFR Act passed by the state and the CAG’s
audit on the amount borrowed. In the case of borrowing, the CAG has found under-reporting
and asked the state to treat certain items of out-of-budget borrowing as regular borrowing. But
the state government is not agreeing to this view. As CAG is the constitutional authority in
these matters, one hase no other option other than accepting the interpretation of CAG. One
cannot consider the stoppage of payment of GST compensation to states after the introduction
of GST for five years as a "distorted” policy of the Union Government. In fact, there is no
evidence to support the view that the Centre's policies contributed to the
crisis. https://www.newindianexpress.com/web-only/2022/dec/18/kerala-fiscal-crisis-
fms-statement-sifting-the-grain-from-the-chaff-2529445.html

15. Rajasthan: Gehlot defends old pension scheme as a social security
measure (thehindu.com) 17 Dec 2022

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot on Saturday defended his government’s move to
restore the old pension scheme (OPS) for the government employees, saying it was an
important social security measure, which would protect the retired officials in their old age.
Mr. Gehlot said the employees with the OPS coverage had contributed immensely to the
nation’s development.

The Central agencies had started criticising the OPS after the results of the Assembly election
in Himachal Pradesh were announced, as the restoration of the OPS was a major issue in the
poll campaign, Mr. Gehlot said at a press conference here, on the completion of four years of
the Congress government in the State.

While affirming that the State governments were empowered to take a decision on the pensions
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the State, Mr. Gehlot said the Central government and
the Pension Fund Regulatory Development Authority (PFRDA) had refused to refund the
accumulated corpus of Rajasthan, deposited under the National Pension System (NPS)
introduced in 2004.

“We will fight it out... The Centre cannot withhold the corpus indefinitely. We will certainly
give the OPS benefit to the government employees who joined the service on or after January
1, 2004. In fact, the OPS payment has already been approved for 238 superannuated
employees,” Mr. Gehlot said.

With the OPS becoming a new political battleground between the non-BJP ruled States and the
Centre, Himachal Pradesh is the latest State after Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
Punjab, which has decided to replace NPS with the OPS. Mr. Gehlot said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was against the OPS since the beginning and the BJP had rejected the Himachal
leadership’s plea to allow its implementation before the election.

Decision on sound legal footing

Mr. Gehlot said the State government was within its power to take a decision on the pensions
as per Entry 42 in the State List, under the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. The decision
for bringing back the OPS was based on a sound legal footing, as the Legislature of a State had
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the exclusive power under Article 246 of the Constitution to make laws with respect to any of
the matters enumerated in the State List, he added.

The Chief Minister said the standing committee appointed after a debate in the Lok Sabha on
the PFRDA, had reported about unrest among the labour and employees’ unions against the
NPS, as its amount was very low. The CAG report in 2018 had termed the NPS unsuccessful
in providing social and economic security, while the PFRDA had stated recently that about
%1,600 crore invested in the stock market from the employees’ contribution were on the verge
of being lost, he said.

Mr. Gehlot urged the Prime Minister to formulate a social security policy for the differently-
abled persons, senior citizens and destitute women with the provision for a monthly pension of
32,000 to 3,000. He said there was no anti-incumbency against the Congress government in
Rajasthan, as most of the flagship schemes and budgetary plans had extended benefits to the
people. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/rajasthan-gehlot-
defends-old-pension-scheme-as-a-social-security-measure/article66275416.ece

16. BSP:40arnga:rq1m,awmﬁ§3nasTsnam?1omm

SATEEIG BISPIC o AMAT FAT 3w AT (navbharattimes.indiatimes.com) 18 Dec
2022

Sial: §GerEs & 7 Si\val H deehrollel SEIT THR (BSP Government) & Helam
& ded 10 a3 TIY @I X GIRIYUT &7 grar FIT 37 AT| 39 9 IREBTS F
SRR g Xeh TIURIGUT & et ST HRIT @90 §U IRANS fFefare
3MNY AR AT SAEIEE g5l & Sdiad M SRR 6 Y| 3§ W gShic
o g TAHeT ¥ GRIgeT FT dearse Ad doe fhar gl av 2011-12 # Hwsr &
AHifse RUIE 7 geer@s # 40 S TIC @Y Feh 10 AU GURIYOT 0 H Elere
ST FE MG T RIS FT YR AT §U ARG TIFehaee o gemgraie
gshic (Allahabad High Court) & Sdfgd ImfIeT grax & o)

STeTfgel ITfeepr 9 GoAdTs ToT T &1 13 fGHaR &l Fodls & GRIeT aef fI8MmaT g@rr
Ifer &1 1% RO W 8§ FE & 3 Siard gu duRiver & deerse ROiE
@ el & A U g1 HE&g =y =agefd 19w fNeo iR samarder
ool HAR & g femmer &1 ari@er dr as RO WX o mafd 7 Sige g1 Ay
g dearse Id Fr Rl 24 HIadr 2023 & UA FA Hl el gl

FIE W ¢ I WA S HHAET

39 SR H RS UiFefare AfHemendr 3mefiy arR Qifed &1 Fea & & Jeows
H Rl & A1 W 3T ST R aTer TASRT el & ofrg & 5 el 8, oifehet
ST ¥ A8 99 9IU3l| 3egiad gl b Hol ~I e & fid U g H T T
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glemgoer T WS T FT S ST AT &7 &1 Ig 3 Fer T dea 3iifze Rae
H O WHR A #ARm O [w 3fPaT & v 9w 10 HAg gemgor
IR 40 s & IGE) greit Tl $r 1) Gl

IfgT| https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/uttar-pradesh/banda/bsp-

mayawati-government-40-crore-rupees-plantation-allahabad-high-court-order-
satellite-survey-bundelkhand/articleshow/96316520.cms
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17. Gross direct tax mop-up grows 26 pc to Rs 13.63 lakh cr; net collections near
80 pc of Budget target for FY23 (financialexpress.com) December 18, 2022

The gross direct tax collections have grown 26 per cent to over Rs 13.63 lakh crore so far this
fiscal, aided by TDS deductions and healthy corporate advance tax mop-up, as per an official
statement.

After adjusting for refunds, the net direct tax collection so far this fiscal stands at Rs 11.35 lakh
crore, which is about 80 per cent of the full-year gross Budget target.

The Budget had estimated gross direct tax collection of Rs 14.20 lakh crore this financial year.
Tax on corporate and individual income makes up for direct taxes.

Refunds worth about Rs 2.28 lakh crore have been issued till December 17, 2022, a growth of
68 per cent over the year-ago period.

The gross collection of Rs 13,63,649 crore includes Corporation Tax (CIT) at Rs 7.25 lakh
crore and Personal Income Tax (PIT) including Securities Transaction Tax (STT) at Rs 6.35
lakh crore, the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) said in a statement.

The robust tax mop-up shows the economy rebounded from pandemic lows with rise in
earnings of both companies and individuals.

The mop-up includes advance tax collection of Rs 5.21 lakh crore, Tax Deducted at Source
(TDS) of Rs 6.44 lakh crore, and self-assessment tax of Rs 1.40 lakh crore.

The advance tax collection for the first, second and third quarters of the current fiscal at Rs
5.21 lakh crore showed a growth of 12.83 per cent. This includes CIT at Rs 3.97 lakh crore and
PIT at Rs 1.23 lakh crore.

As per the CBDT statement, so far this fiscal, the net collections from income and corporate
taxes are at Rs 11.35 lakh crore, 19.81 per cent higher than the Rs 9,47,959 crore collected in
the corresponding period of the preceding financial year (2021-22).

This includes Rs 6.06 lakh crore and Rs 5.26 lakh crore of CIT and PIT collections,
respectively.
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The CBDT further said there has been a remarkable increase in the speed of processing of
income tax returns filed during the current fiscal, with almost 96.5 per cent of the duly verified
ITRs having been processed till December 17.

“This has resulted in faster issue of refunds with almost a 109 per cent increase in the number
of refunds issued in the current financial year,” it
said. https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/gross-direct-tax-mop-up-grows-26-
pc-to-rs-13-63-lakh-cr-net-collections-near-80-pc-of-budget-target-for-fy23/2918599/

18. Cyber attacks on healthcare sector
rising (thehindubusinessline.com) December 19, 2022

The cyber attack on the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) should set alarm-bells
ringing, and loudly. Possibly for the first time, people witnessed the trouble that could be
caused if someone, located in another country, for example, hacked the server of one of India’s
premier institutions.

It’s like the opening scene in a Hitchcock film, where the audience gets a hint of trouble that
could unravel later. Only, this is real life and it deals with real people — their lives, their data,
finances, and so on. And, the trouble-maker could be a state-sponsored or non-state actor, not
playing by the rules as we know it.

In 2020, two leading domestic drugmakers faced cyber attacks, barely weeks apart. According
to media reports, healthcare in India faced about 1.9 million cyber attacks this year, till late
November. That’s just India, and reported cases in healthcare.

Shifting geographies, this month, the American Hospital Association raised the issue of cyber
security and support required from their government when faced with cyber attacks from
hostile countries, that could hold patient data to ransom etc. This is not just a public health
concern but a national security threat, they explain. In August, the UK witnessed a cyber attack
on the NHS software that handled ambulances, patient appointments, emergency prescriptions,
according to reports.

Drug regulators caution medical device makers and users on the pitfalls of online connectivity
and outline measures to protect from cyber threats.

But there’s no putting the digital genie back in the bottle, as institutions in India and abroad
push ahead with digital plans. However, there is a need to pause and consider multiple layers
of security or even hybrid systems (involving standalone or manual systems) to protect patient
data or financial details — for instance, from troublemakers equipped with the skills to pull the
plug and harm an institution and country, in the
process. https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/cyber-attacks-on-healthcare-
sector-rising/article66278678.ece
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