NEWS ITEMS ON CAG/ AUDIT REPORTS (31.12.2022 to 02.01.2023)

1. 50 centrally protected monuments ‘missing’:
Govt (indianexpress.com) January 1, 2023

The missing monuments include 11 that were in Uttar Pradesh, as well as two each in
Delhi and Haryana. The list also included monuments in Assam, West Bengal, Arunachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

As many as 50 of India’s 3,693 centrally protected monuments are missing, according to a
submission made in Parliament by the Ministry of Culture.

“...It is a matter of grave concern that several monuments of national importance under the
protection of Archaeological Survey of India (Ministry of Culture) have become untraceable
over the years due to rapid urbanisation, (being) submerged by reservoirs (and) dams,
difficulties in tracing in remote locations (and) dense forests, non-availability of their proper
location, etc.,” said the submissions made by the ministry on December 8 to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture as part of a report titled ‘Issues relating
to Untraceable Monuments and Protection of Monuments in India’. The Committee had heard
the views of Culture Secretary Govind Mohan, ASI Director-General V Vidyavathi, and other
senior officials from the agency on May 18, 2022, as per the report.

The missing monuments include 11 that were in Uttar Pradesh, as well as two each in Delhi
and Haryana. The list also included monuments in Assam, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand.

As per the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 14 of these monuments have been lost to
rapid urbanisation, 12 are submerged by reservoirs or dams, and the locations of the remaining
24 remain untraceable.

“Many such cases pertain to inscriptions and tablets, which don’t have a fixed address. They
could have been moved or damaged, and it may be difficult to locate them,” officials told The
Sunday Express. They also said that a bulk of the centrally protected monuments were
identified in the 1930s, *40s and ’50s, and that in the decades after Independence, “the focus
was on discovering new monuments than on conserving them.”

“Also, the priorities of successive governments in a newly independent nation were health and
development, even as heritage was ignored,” officials told The Sunday Express, adding that
“even now, they are grappling with an acute manpower shortage to physically man all the big
and small monuments which may fall under a particular region”.

It was in 2013 that the Comptroller and Auditor General had declared 92 monuments as
“missing” after a first-of-its-kind physical verification exercise undertaken after Independence.

The Parliamentary Committee noted that “out of the 92 monuments declared as missing by
CAG, 42 have been identified due to efforts made by the ASI”, but from the remaining list of
50 monuments, “14 are affected by rapid urbanisation, 12 are submerged by reservoir/dams
while the location of the remaining 24 is still untraceable”.


http://indianexpress.com/

The panel also came down heavily on the distinction made by the ministry regarding the
monuments lost to urbanisation/reservoirs, and 24 monuments which are untraceable, as “an
academic distinction since monuments lost to urbanisation/reservoirs are also irrecoverable”.

Importantly, the CAG audit included a joint physical inspection, along with ASI, of just 1,655
monuments and sites out of the 3,678 centrally protected monuments nationwide. The 24
monuments reported to be untraceable are from this sample of 1,655
monuments. https://indianexpress.com/article/india/50-centrally-protected-
monuments-missing-govt-8354507/

2. 50 ASI-protected monuments ‘untraceable’ across India including in Delhi,
Haryana (newsbytesapp.com) Jan 01, 2023

In a shocking revelation, the Ministry of Culture informed the Parliament that up to 50 of India's
3,693 protected monuments are "untraceable.”

According to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 14 of these monuments were destroyed
by urbanization, 12 were flooded by reservoirs, and the remaining are "untraceable.”

Notably, 11 lost monuments belong to Uttar Pradesh, while two each are in Delhi and Haryana.
Why does this story matter?

The issue of missing monuments was brought to light in 2013 by a report issued by the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG). As a result, 92 ASI-listed historic
monuments were reported missing, raising alarm.

Since then, reports about 'missing statues' hogged the headlines. However, the ministry had
failed to clarify and define what 'missing monuments’ mean.

Culture Ministry's submission before Parliamentary Standing Committee

"It's a matter of grave concern that several monuments of national importance under the
protection of ASI have become untraceable over the years," the ministry said in its submissions
before the Parliamentary Standing Committee.

Rapid urbanization, (being) submerged by reservoirs (and) dams, problems in tracing in distant
places (and) dense woods, non-availability of their proper position, and other factors are cited
in the application.

Missing monuments in UP, Delhi, Haryana, and other states

There are 11 missing monuments in Uttar Pradesh and two each in Delhi and Haryana.
Monuments in Assam, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand were also placed on
the list.

According to the ASI, 14 of these monuments have been destroyed by fast urbanization, 12
have been drowned by reservoirs or dams, and the sites of the other 24 are unknown.

Some 'missing’ cases pertain to inscriptions and tablets
Numerous 'missing' cases involve inscriptions and tablets that lack a permanent address.
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Officials told The Sunday Express that it could be impossible to find them since they might
have been relocated or destroyed.

They said that the majority of ASI-protected sites were discovered in the decades following
Independence, specifically in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s.

Parliamentary panel slams government

Out of the 92 monuments that CAG deemed missing in 2013, the Parliamentary Committee
stated that "42 had been identified as a result of efforts made by the ASI."

However, the remaining 50 monuments on the list are still difficult to find.

The claim made by the government about the untraceable monuments lost to
urbanization/reservoirs received harsh criticism from the
panel. https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/india/50-centrally-protected-monuments-
missing-government/story

3. Missing Monuments: IMTAS g T 2 F HS TARS, fhdl FY gar st a1t
Tel1? (hindi.oneindia.com) January 2, 2023

Missing Monuments: f9gR, 3t er, feeell, 3oRIds, dfReleg, AL Forl, ST
FHR, gRIom 3R 35T afed 3= TSI @ TARS AR IS & | &1 39
ST 1 STeehRI she, TR & HEH T HAeT @R HHG H Aol 2013, 2016, 2017,
2020 3X 2022 # #ff aF SR & 975 | TS qTAlG TARDI & AT gt & [Ferfden
SR 81 F8 TARSDT & IS gled &l el s AfsAT RAE & s W WHER &
Hishst W IR HY dF a4l & srer A R fG@rs &ar 8l

STeueT Ty T RUIE & AdTaS T8e 7 8 GHaT 2022 &I HET AFH{d HATor
T IR F TR & =T R o & 3,693 FA WIAT TARST H ¥ 50 THRS
T &1 g AR o Fel ¢ 6 TAHRST &1 I gler 7R =iar & a9 &1 araar
TARS H 3 98 & 11 TARSG A g1 a1y & Eeeh, gRamon A ar-&r TAR
& IS g Hr @

HRAT QIcdcd FAET0T (AS]) & Hldeh 37 FARA # @ 14 Aol @ AT &
FRUT @ I g, Sdfh 12 TR IT ST A ToAHIT g1 ST 24 TARS & TATT
eteaad (o 31dca A8 @) §1 e3md 8 fedsk 2022 #r uRagd, gdea
IR GFHfa & qHeT HgFa qET TRl @A H v RAE & geqa fmar o)
S Harfes @arer 1930, 1940 3 1950 & & # FAT ®T ¥ WA FHARR!
T T I3 FEAT T gt i R ot dfered TSET & 9 3T TARST HY W&
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el h FollT 7Y TARD hI Wil T Bihd HAT I-AT AT| ST Teh &7 HROT FaT
3cIeh IS gld |

100 & SATET FARS IMI?

Safeh Arel 2019 # ol NBT 1 Ush TR & HAAH el & 174 W TARF €
Sl g EPR GaRT AT 81 $AH & 13 TARG IS g A gl gelifch, THR
$r 3R T T HT AT ET AT &1 FET 16 AT 2022 H Aaj Tak deHSE W Tdh
g odl g, s G AT fogd § & 23U & &3 Tt # Hislg Widlfcash Hged
& 100 & SIGT TARSG AT o o9l & A7 Y 39 Hc deoll ol I & b 3oTepr
3edcd T & 9dr g7 Jodr] dee Hr ROic & garel & aarar & 39 @
AT 10 FTeT ggor 2013 # o@r Agifardde e e 1 RaE & ofr 94 TARET
& 9T gl I SIRT feam arar am|

T ¥ faT @d gw 700 3

TARGRT o INIS @let I HHT Tl 2017 F Y SlhTHAT H 30T ATl dd & dcoplellel
FEIT TEHT HAT AGY AAT o AHEAT F AT & A & Farery F FEr wfad
TARGT & EETOT & 700 3 39 F S7er @9 f6d F| 308 Farer qo7 =7 o
& a1 Sur & Cfagrfas 3R Wisa TARS 3fdswAu & [R{eR g = § 3R &1
THR o VAT IS Td HAAT &, o8 9T Iof oh 0 fohder TR a9 §7

TEPIA #7N o Sfare feam f 3reumael yeur & FIR &ue, 3AA & faagihar &
IRATE T sigeh, feeel 7 IR 3R IR"H ST & AAfear oo & sHaageR el
% WsgY A g1 Yob § 3R 3ol Tl gl oHIaT S Hehell| fSle THARDT T el
del ONT B, 306 Gioll & U W Repls &1 Fcamed, Weg AT, JohiId
Rare, #ifaes Adaror R At $r dardr f =0 g

1 9 TPl #74 freer

AT 2022 & 3TET HEld H Hold TP #AT fohereT 33N & oieh@enm & U Farel
& faf@d sta 7 et for 3EE & arg @ 19 Tt 3R Fg afda gt 7 fFua
F5 WA FARH 7 FTg&T @ 210 I H geaw gg § w486 aFqu 39w
T ¥ e fAT| grenifeh g @ 91 aEqU AG X o =T § 3N 3ww B
A & I T @ 81 HRANT Rcdcd FAa1or o el 8 el & 8,478 anrat
1 FAETUT FoRAT AT 31 aral | 2,914 A Qraifcash 37aQY 910 0 § 5w dgeie
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Huffpost & A% 24 I TARS

31T AT & fAagfonar & dreerg AL AT dgeh

o 3TBUTS el & gram forel & aifgd & a9 & #Afey & 39w

o BRAT & AW & Bllelle d HF HAR a. gRITUM, AETETE, FFaF, FId
HAR

o ITRIWS, GARTEIC & oAl 4 gbga—slﬂ HfeX

o foell & TRIGHT H FAT AT HisTEcrd

o foell, FIRSY & Hicell @ ST aTell A

o HEY Ucel, Hdel § e

FERTSE, JOT & AT JUHTT HbaRT

HERTSE, 3IRPIC ?ra?rgér

ST, Theh § g WA fohel & RIellel@

TSTEATT, aRT & 1287 & & e Afex

o IR YeRl, 3EIM AR & et oe folar arer #feY 36 WseX St 1000 &1 98
F

o 3TN YG¥, Talell & UiadT 3R 3a¢-qdl Felreh I TgIfsdql @ HGMIINIUT &lel &
GIGE:IC

o 3T UG, IR & FINER Hded & gcol

o 3R Y, RO & Aferdr oATel & digy @sSeX

o 3T Y, ST 819 & U sl F a1, THaH U=l sART & AT &

o 3T YT, §iaT Selldh H &7 ¢ AHATA

o I YU, AT & AfAAR & IR ichod HT Hba

o 3T YU & STWGAF-thalldlg U3 H dld FARaT

o 3T YT, TIEAF & SIgoldT US & 6 3R 7 HAld W g FHigEdrT

o 3T USY, WS & INgre H g il

3 U & UTell, AQIETG, gXals A 3T WSed TU ToI ATSI-WST gl ATl &
o UfRTH ST & SHAYHY, AT H 5o Tohed & WsgR

https://hindi.oneindia.com/news/features/more-than-100-monuments-have-lost-in-
india-missing-monuments-report-739545.html?story=5
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a. WHEFR & §HG A qa@- Fg  @N WA 50 TRSE
‘@madr (thewirehindi.com) January 1, 2023

HERTA HATOI GART HAG A Sl a1 § o AR & 3,693 g TaTd FARER
H 9 50 ‘ouar §.

$TSTe THEYH & ITER, HATORI ¢aRl 8 fedey &l qRaes, e 3R F&pfd W
i vt w@fAfd @ gy R € 3eclse Al-gHcH Us WeaRe 3%
AlGHCH 3oT AT oA T RUIE A gl 3, .Ig MR ™er &1 vy § &
HRAT qRIcca HI&TOT (FEDT FHATCT) & FIETUT H AT Heed & s THR &l
dolt & g @ Agdeun, STemert (3R) Sl garr SeHe gl gy 'uE (3R)
el STl H AT @l A g arell wfeersdl, 39 3R e & Algg 7 g
e & FRUT Vo Fo a5t A Ao gRF g aw g

FfAfd & RAE & 3ER 18 #S, 2022 & FEpid AT aifde Higsd, TTHNTS
FEfagers o facmads ik woidt & 3w aRss 3fRRat @1 gar o .

IGIR F AN, 37 AT ARG A 11 FARS 3 96U & ¥ 3R gr-ar Eoeh
HR gRAVT &. T A I1A, IiEGH TN, IRV T IR FTHES & FANG
ofr enfAer §.

HRT YIced HETOT & ITER, $eT TARKHI H & 14 ol @ §U AGARIIT & HROT
T §, 12 SRt a1 iUl & god SerHde § AR AV 24 F 8 T ATGA T80
g+ &

HAFRIT & 37 F@IR & a1, VH Fg AFA Rarer@r AR qefeawmst & d&fa
g, et &5 fAfRgd gar sigr 8. 3¢ TU=aRka a1 &fdaea fhar S dehdar ar
3 O A AR T 9T AR 8 Fehell 8.

3ogier I8 &Y e T 1930, 40 31K 50 & cAF H T &9 ¥ WAT TARS i
Ueh 937 G&IT &1 9gareT oI a5 oAf 3R 3T & a1 & St 7 ‘3og Tad =
& FIT AT TARS T WISl T €A1 higd fohar =T’
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FRIRGT A SiST, ‘§HS 37eTdl, Ueh AT 3TSllG §U &2 S AIHRT I TTATARAT
ey AR A o, Sefe RS &t A3 fohar 3. s o 9 foret faQy
AT & AT I aia 92 3N DI TARST T SEIW FHl Jh HAId FaTHT T
Hiyor AT ¥ ST @ ¢

2013 # AT 3R Agre@r wWeTsd (F91) F TTaIar & i fhT T JYeT g &
ggdl Hifds FAUA & &g 92 FTARG! &l ‘A9dr aifvd fhar ar

adra afafa o wgr 6 $eT garT auar gifa fRT AT 92 THERST H & 42 H
U] UTHATS & SAMEl & HROT H S § offhed AW 50 TARD &I Far &
T 14 TS @ gU AgAROT F T €, 12 STRMI/STET & HROT STl §  SAdieh
AV 24 1 TUE 3 3 AlH el &

dTel o AEARUT/STAAT & WA dTel FTARS AR o ATl alel 24 FTARS & IR
H HATST dRT U a0 AT & FH31 Tl H g.

HEcaqUT ST Ig & o T ST H tvaEss & @y Aol ¢ 8 & 3,678 Hi
W TARHT A & b 1,655 TAR! 3R el w1 Ggd ifds @emor amfder
oT. T 24 TART HT IdT sT&l o9MAT ST HH &, I Soaf 1,655 TARSI & I &.

Seo@T g 5 30T 2022 A € IR & T RUIE & 3¢ 9 & IRt ook &
AR el &7 PR g TET TARSDT & Tl & IR H TdT 2T

RaE & 3qER, e & vvwsng carr @fard 18 Ufdgrids TARE 8. dEpid
HATT & 3TAN, 18 # & & oIar §. ofehed e A Wie W Uil THRHT FHT Hig
fSwer a8 Beaar 3R =g @ i waElEe eEedr d1 ReR

&. https://thewirehindi.com/236237/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-govt-
ministry-of-culture-tells-parliament/

5. R & FATIT ARG # diosht, s, S
#A (punjabkesari.in) Updated: 30 Dec, 2022

ERATUT olieh FeTEel HEAT (fgaT), IR earr a¥ 2018, 2019 3R 2020 = &
HRCAT gl @aT, HRAT Yo0d oI@r Far 3R #ARAT S Far & AR & fow
3RS AR BISSUT HIF T 3T AT g3 H FHAGA A R HARA
foe=er va Fgre@a{leTs LA 7 A qa Aeg Afafy Rwd @
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T CanrT ool wgTgy AE USET TR 37ehieAl, HAFY &1 3R & 19 f@deR,
2022 & 30 fe@sR, 2022 T Ugg Aedlg doh 5@ Ulased UfIeTor srRisa &l
AT fhar I T 36 ARG A AR TRIgET B @w R et S oarsr
foham 7| AW BI3SUA HIW & FhoT AT G GRIGHT I GAT 9T & @Y
grafad forar arar 3R Awurdr AfRERET & dafore iR R-AearOrs ST & 396
IO Yede & ToIU Yesh & HEATRIT fohar arm|

3O HNOT A SALHA A el T B3sUT S Teh FAfder a1 & HRRRAT &
gl & T8 IR THT H W U giaT & FAieh 39 SNl 3o7ehT 3T TR
T Iu& gl ¢ 3R T T4 Af@d glar § o Sc-FIsX &F d& & & H F
Fel H TgTISh THSY il gl 3egisl [a9aM <Iad fohdm foh 30 1T & ATEH 4
SfRAE13iT @ gor 7 ArATTSR, 3w R Teeides ararerer @ S{fRar § Sy
el el T 36T T g3 &

3ogiel ITANGI3T Fr FfAfchar dr Tgar $1, S gTar & fF THUEHHr 3ep Shdel #
& four sy Far v &Ra AR A & FHAGBS &
AT, AEPideh, TATER0T 3N 3TTS Tge3it H GEA TAT Yeid el H qaTH
T 8 3ogie RUT &I 36 UIQThA & A aed Halesl AR &5 oAdlel eI
UEe Y& I & AT qUS & 3ol Tl HRAPIRGT T Ao T Aar A T G
AR & & H F Fled T HIHAAT |

a8 Ugdl, &g A &1 F@EId W gu RA H HAgriacs AT Tt o
THUGH & UHE 3¢edl 3R uRumAl & §R A e & gdrm st #
THTG, AToTshH feeed o U= RO # THURE & YAG el &l Jeikid fhar, sit
AeifOrer ST AT & 3felrar fafdeet dansil 3R e geoyfa & Avg tfdve s
P 6T H1GTT YT I I AT higd FLT &l

fATTel Wer # gFoer U T Hided AT A P9 & fafay cafeadr & @ day
Al wtet # #gg $1| 3T AR T & 5 Sl & aMdar A @A & 3HTW
of GTRIGI3MT I 3TH el &l g Shidel Sitel T IJTE el fohar| 3TEhRT giIey3i
o egfdderd 3N WHRE §T F G HecdqUl &l TRy, ReT, SN, foEreard
IR TOIdr U GEAET AT IS [HRAT| 2O UATTdfeHd, Hahl-Ary-Hahl-
e, TSI FRET 3N AR U7 $HS TS ST S AISYe o Jog STHlel F
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W AER & Heal AR TET TR W Aded & FALT fashedl 3R giaemsit
AT H HAce Frl

TRIETOT o ERTeT JTTUhRY GTRAGI3T &l SiideT #T HT HeTHT YTl §37T 519 3¢ ASafcd
alaél #e & Y ST e P IAE WIed gIAT| Tegulad HadA H IS 3H
hRshH & AR FRIEET & 39a fFor wiieor iegerat & Useafd & @y @rs

L d AW AT https://www.punjabkesari.in/national/news/in-the-closing-
ceremony-of-course-cag-india-g-c-murmu-1743091

6. MoOEF&CC Has Incomplete Database on Waste Generation: CAG
Report (thequint.com) 31 Dec 2022

The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has created
mechanisms to assess the build up of plastic waste.

They have, however, developed no such mechanisms for the disposal and collection of waste,
as declared by a report from the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India. This audit
was conducted on 21 December 2022.

MoEF&CC has been, due to the lack of any mechanisms related to waste collection, incapable
of effectively implementing the Plastic Waste Management (PWM) Rules, 2016. The report
also points out a lack of coordination with Pollution Control Boards on the Ministry's part.

Audit Says MoEF&CC Not Promoting Recycle Friendly Products

The performance audit revealed that while the MoEF&CC and the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) do have mechanisms for the assessment of waste generation, they do not have
the complete database about all the various kinds of waste being generated countrywide.

This could lead to insufficient recognition by policy makers and the public with respect to the
requirements for efficient waste management.

Additionally, there has also been inadequate promotion of recycle and reuse friendly products
via the ministry's environmental education and consumer information programmes.

There is a lack of centralised governance in regards to waste disposal. No single body has been
identified for the proper monitoring of waste rules at the level of the Central Government. This
has led to a gap in accountability that has rendered the rules of waste disposal entirely
ineffective.

The rules that were framed for safe disposal of waste failed to consider the disposal
construction along with demolition waste, electronic waste and agricultural waste.

The report reasoned that the mismanagement of waste disposal was because:
"The problem of non-compliance to rules for the management and handling of municipal solid
waste, bio-medical waste and plastic waste was further compounded by lax and inefficient

monitoring. In the absence of efficient monitoring, violation of rules escaped detection.”
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CAG Environment Reports on Waste Management

CAG Recommendations

The CAG report provided the following recommendations for the CPCB and the MoEF&CC
to cover ground against the fallbacks noted in the report:

-The CPCB should carry out periodical assessments of the amount of waste generated and
create a database to aid policy making

-MoEF&CC should create a database regarding the growth of various kinds of waste to analyse
the factors contributing to the increase in waste generatio

-MoEF&CC/CPCB should estimate the capacity to handle waste and ensure additional capacity
of waste infrastructure for safe disposal

-MoEF&CC may carry out pollution impact monitoring to study the effects of improper waste
disposal. https://www.thequint.com/climate-change/cag-report-reveals-moefcc-that-
has-incomplete-database-on-waste-generation#read-more

STATES NEWS ITEMS

7. Bihar: CAG report on engineering institutes spark war of words between
Government, opposition (theprint.in) 1 January, 2023

A war of words erupted between the Nitish Kumar-led Grand Alliance government in Bihar
and the Opposition BJP over a CAG report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic
institutes in the state.

A CAG report tabled in the state assembly recently said that the Science and Technology (S&T)
department and the Building Construction department (BCD) surrendered 46 and 22 per cent
of the total budget provision respectively during the period 2016-21 even as the state
government in February 2016 sanctioned Rs 3,857 crore for the establishment of 46
engineering colleges/polytechnic institutes under the ‘Avsar Badhe Aage Padhein’ (ABAP)
scheme.

“While the period of the scheme was up to March 2021, construction of 18 buildings out of 46
was not completed despite provisioning of funds”, said the CAG’s (Performance and
Compliance Audit) report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic institutes (for the
year ended March 31, 2021).

The report also pointed out that the S&T department could not implement the ABAP scheme
properly due to an acute shortage of teaching and almost non-availability of non-teaching staff
against the norms prescribed by the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) that
could adversely affect the quality of technical education.

While Sumit Kumar Singh, Bihar Science and Technology minister, said “ I can say with full
confidence that except in Buxar district, engineering colleges in all districts in the state will
start functioning from their premises after March this year.” Bihar BJP spokesperson Nikhil
Anand claimed that though many new institutes of higher education have come up, older
institutions of repute have collapsed.
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“The objective of the scheme was also defeated by the delayed acquisition of land, acquisition
of unsuitable lands, non/delayed construction of buildings by the BCD, insufficient
infrastructure, equipment, facilities etc. The intended objective of the scheme to provide quality
technical and skill-based education could not be achieved even after five years,” the report said.

The matter was reported to the state government in October 2020. Despite the reminder, a reply
is awaited (April 2022), according to the CAG report.

The Bihar Science and Technology minister told PTI, “I am not bothered about what the BJP
is saying about the CAG report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic
institutes...The government has already started recruiting teaching staff and the process will
be completed this year. Besides, we have also hired teaching staff on a contract basis”.

The BJP spokesperson said that the challenge was how to overhaul Bihar’s education system
from its “present mess and chaos”.

“Nitish Kumar is the sole person responsible for the collapse of the education system in Bihar.
Since 2005, Kumar had kept the education department under JD(U)’s quota. Now he has given
the baton to RJD.

“The appointment system is very confusing and chaotic. We have still not been able to give
monthly payments and pensions to the college and university teachers. The session of the
courses is behind schedule. CAG reports since 2005 till date has exposed the Bihar
government’s lack of vision and policy implementation in the field of education”, Anand
said. https://theprint.in/india/bihar-cag-report-on-engineering-institutes-spark-war-of-
words-between-government-opposition/1292941/

8. CAG report sparks war of words between govt,
oppn (timesofindia.indiatimes.com, news9live.com) 2 January, 2023

Patna: A war of words erupted between the Nitish Kumarled Grand Alliance government and
the opposition BJP over a CAG report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic
institutes in the state.

A CAG report tabled in the state assembly recently said that the science and technology (S&T)
department and the building construction department (BCD) surrendered 46 and 22 per cent of
the total budget provision respectively during the period 2016-21 even as the state government
in February 2016 sanctioned Rs 3,857 crore for establishment of 46 engineering
colleges/polytechnic institutes under the 'Avsar Badhe Aage Padhein' (ABAP) scheme.

“While the period of the scheme was up to March 2021, construction of 18 buildings out of 46

was not completed despite provisioning of funds,” said the CAG's (Performance and
Compliance Audit) report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic institutes (for
March 31, 2021).The report also pointed out that the S&T department could not implement the
ABAP scheme properly due to an acute shortage of teaching and almost non-availability of
non-teaching staff against the norms prescribed by the AIll India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) that could adversely affect the quality of technical education.
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While Sumit Kumar Singh, science and technology minister said, “I can say with full
confidence that except Buxar district, engineering colleges in all districts in the state will start
functioning from their premises after March this year.”

State BJP spokesperson Nikhil Anand claimed that though many new institutes of higher
education have come up, older institutions of repute have collapsed.

“The objective of the scheme was also defeated by the delayed acquisition of land, acquisition
of unsuitable lands, non/delayed construction of buildings by the BCD, insufficient
infrastructure, equipment, facilities etc. The intended objective of the scheme to provide quality
technical and skill-based education could not be achieved even after five years,” the report said.

The matter was reported to the state government in October 2020. Despite the reminder, a reply
is awaited (April 2022), according to the CAG report. The science and technology minister told
PTI, “I am not bothered about what the BJP is saying about the CAG report on the functioning
of engineering and polytechnic institutes...The government has already started recruiting
teaching staff and the process will be completed this year. Besides, we have also hired teaching
staff on a contract basis.”

The BJP spokesperson said the challenge was how to overhaul state’s education system from
its “present mess and chaos”.

“Nitish Kumar is the sole person responsible for the collapse of the education system. Since
2005, Kumar had kept the education department under JD(U)'s quota. Now he has given the
baton to RJD.

“The appointment system is very confusing and chaotic. We have still not been able to give
monthly payments and pensions to college and university teachers. The session of the courses
is behind schedule. CAG reports since 2005 till date has exposed the state government's lack
of wvision and policy implementation in the field of education,” Anand
said. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/cag-report-sparks-war-of-words-
between-govt-oppn/articleshow/96672070.cms

9. sfaRar 3y gifeefFas FEaEl 9 Far RUE F AT WeR, fQuar
¥ =

arhge¥ (hindi.theprint.in, bhasha.ptinews.com, ibc24.in, prabhasakshi.com, amritvic
har.com) 1 January, 2023

foer & soifaaRer 3k oifoRFas TEuEl & FEes W dRT & @I9e vg
HETO@l TeTeh (haT) T Teh RUIE AT Ay FEIHA AT FAR HT 3HE[ErS arelr

o T AGHETSEUT TP AR el gof 9RAT ST areh (1e1an) & &I arehgeyr
&g = &1

sfaaRer 3k gifeeFae gTuET & FEseT W 31 #AF, 2021 FI AT a¥ Hi
JdPT BT & H Sgr Ruagsar & 9o Far ROE & g1 7 § F o= 3k
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e (TEtsdY) fasmer 3R srae T famer (@) & 2016-21 € 3a®™ &
ARTeT Fol Sofc TTatiTsl 1 el 46 3R 22 gfderd arde fhar safd ToaT TaHR
J WEd 2016 A AW §¢ IET U (THUU) AT F dgd 46 SolfeaRar
Frri /AT TEa=t 1 FAT & v 3,857 I3 T0F FoR U |

RO & TR Ietalr T 3af® AT 2021 T oA 3R 46 H @ 18 raal & FaAT0T
U7 & WGl & JTAS[G Wﬂﬁgml

haT RUIE & 3TER TG HRAT cTohailehl A& aRwe (T3NSHES) ganrr e
AACST & TWeh AT HfFAAT A 9RT FaAr 3R IR AT FFaRAt S 9T
]Il & HROT IR I fa=ie vd Wt fasimer s@ dsiar S & & #fre]
Tl Y FehT S foh ceholien fA&T & IoTaer 1 Ulidehel T & FHIAT HT Fehell
gl

et RO & &gl a7 § o ATl $T 3662 A & faciiad HfRIgor, Hequgerd
A & fergor, sae AT [JemT garr #aar & Afaefaa fFator qur o
gfAardy e, 3usor, glawmsdt anfg & o e @1l 8 3R AT & 368ed
J[OTEATYUT deheitenl 3R Shierer TR RIS Yeled il AT Afehed & 9T Aol dlq
ofr g1 AT Thar ST Herl

ROIE & gl a1 § & AT ToF WHR & gfdafed (3rercax 2020) fmar arm
T | IAEARS & ddofg IR Tiard (3dher 2022) gl

Fa1r T RUIE W f9gR AT9Ir & Yasar AT@ 3ee 396 gfafshar sgad &
gu Fgl, “fogrR # RAeT cyawar & gegrell & v kel «Aldr $AR SFAeR
g1 2005 & e fasmer siclier $AR ¥ ot g & 9w AT| I I/ Tole
(TS STl o) I SHeRT AT HiT g

Hleie o el foh SigT deh 3T e &1 a1d § a s A0 AT Gol AT § Afehed
W wfaffed degre & fufd @rr a8 81 3egie @1, “faged yomel sgd
qTHF 3R IRSTF gl gF 3 o Fleer AR faeafacarey & et = Afds
AT 3R Geret AT & Wi §| UreIhA 1 9 ARG §AT @ ar @ g a¥ fis
gl
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3oglel 3RIT oEAT T 2005 & 37T I PR Hhal & ROIE o Rew & a9 &
e MR Fir e 3R AT FTaga & FAr & 3PR Far &1 I 3R
o9l U el foh T9ER T RALT cqaeyr Wil & a1d & gl 3egial sgl Toh s1fasy
$r gl 75 § 6 g &1 RAaT yomell 1 3§hr adAE sasr AR IRTThT @
Y IIRT ST

a1 Fr RO W yfafsear &d gu WeR & faae wd die@fad @9 gfaa sar
g o FERmE-9YT & g1, “SolifaaRer 3R uifecfdas ATATAT & HresweT W FHaT
H RO & IR A AT AT FF WL, AN 30N Wawg A6 ol A Q@ fAeaw &
Ay g Heholl § o 3 ATl AT & dlg FoFER ool T SIgat Jeer & Tt foreit
# SoNfAaReT st 30a TRET T 1A HAT Y& FT 31| TSR A RAGTOT HaranRm
I o7t ggel & Y& Y & B IR g ufshar g&lr drer g g1 Siwah|”

3ol hgl, “gHah Al §Ha e & YR W Remor wAt off Fged &

&1” https://hindi.theprint.in/india/war-of-words-between-government-and-opposition-
over-cag-report-on-engineering-and-polytechnic-institutes/448897/

10. faer seffaafier, difekfaes Fiawel W gemar, 3mar =X agre #1 &ff
393 (tvohindi.com) Updated: 2 Jan 2023

fogR & goffaaRer 3R diferefaeder HEUE 9 93T Gorar g3 8. #Rd & =
Tq FHgToET TdieTsh (CAG) & Ush R # I GoId gU ¢ e Teh IR T Bihar &
16T cgaeur &1 degrell &1 I[P @S §. &1 Hi RO A & 91 360 Ao W
STeT Taarad a1 g1 g5 ¢, 98l #TeTaT W YelcdR @ §U g % Teh HAl o Fe
Ficlall # gl dlell CreR Hdf W ol 937 3use ¢ fGar §. v &1 § Bihar
Engineering, Polytechnic Colleges &T dTslT 3{9sc?

foegr & s 3k gifaeFae GEaET & FHEse W 31 A, 2021 F AT
aﬁﬁawmﬁﬁ%mﬁwmﬁwﬁméﬁergé.%ﬂﬁmm
A AT,

% frem, A off adt o Fuw

Rate & w1 arar § & e wa sieaifrhr faemer 3ik sraer faor faemmer (e
= 2016-21 & AT & SR ol Tolc WG 1 HAA: 46 3R 22 gfaid aog
Far. Jefh ToT TIHR o WEd 2016 H @@ ¢ 36 U Aol &
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dgd 46 MR Hiclsil/ dififFaaeh FEATA 1 TUUAT & fAv 3,857 FI3 T9
Ao fhU A, el Fr @i AR 2021 T Y. Bs F ddg 46 H @ 18 Hawl
o fToT T LT g3,

T &R &, AT AR w&rwe

CAG Report & 38R 318 HRART deheitehl 18T aRwe (AICTE) arT fAeiRa
AEsT & T 57 TEAAT # fRetor HiFAAT Hr el war § 31k I Reyor Foa=rd
dr o & SR §. f9eR &1 e vd Sedfdehr @emer s@ disier a8 & &19f
oTEl T FhT St o febeTenel TIoheleT T FATiIeT T g8 @ THTIA X Fehll .

Far fr RO W gR 99T & yaadr [Af@ 3 o Fa1, NegrR 7 Rew cyawa
I Segrel & fAw bl oAidir FAR FFACR €. 2005 & R fasmar Nitish
Kumar & 9réf JDU & 9T AT, 3§ 3egiel Jola (WSET STeicll Gol) 3l SHehT Tl
didr 8. ST87 o ITa RET & &9 § O $3 AC GEA Gl AV g, olfched el
sfafSsa weurar i fufa @@ 78 g FgfFa gone sga #m#es 3R 3R
gA 313 ol shicleT AR Tavafdeareg & Ruefet w1 A 7S fordeT AR GeT w787 &
qIT . 9IodshA T OF UIRd 67 4 af ¥ g 91 9 g

RO & e a1 § 6 A= #7387 A & Aelfad HRTgor, eqagesd qiA
& fAager, #ad AAT AART gart #aal & Y faafed AT g s
gfAArEr e, 39T, glaunsit nfe & o fawer ar.

fagR aweife Rrem: aRT e fir adf

a1 RANE ox fafar & gT MR & et v @y f gfia gam g
T FEl, ‘SNAIRAT 3R gifecfFas TEAAT & HrHABST W HIT HF RUC & IR
HISTIT T g TET &, HH U W6 gl ¢. A R fAaF & A1y Fg qhhl g &
g ATl AT & §1¢ dFaR Tolel Hl B R & Tt el & sofifaaRer sieer
39 HUH T HH AT YE F I THR o AT Teh i ol ggel & q& A
&r 8. g ufshar 38 wrer QU &1 Suel. S8 3elldl §He Shiegae I A T dglell

ar Fr €. https://www.tvohindi.com/career/bihar-engineering-and-polytechnic-
colleges-faculty-recruitment-and-infrastructure-au246-1639822.html
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11. e A e sygrar i sggel & fow Aidier SFAeR’, CAG i &8
Raré T diad a 0T, fER H IATS
f@am@a (navbharattimes.indiatimes.com) Updated: 2 Jan 2023

fogr & shifaaRer 3R oifeeidas TTaal & ot CAG (h91) T T RUE W)
Eareh orT e arr g1 Eade R faue & @ ARIY-TIRIT #T SR U g I
¢ H&g fauel urél dfiodt 5@ RUIE &l Ja [9gR & deA Adler $AR # 8 E
drordr Aar A e A wer [ Tog & AT cgaryr T Scgrell & [T 37her
AT $AR SFAeR ¢ a8l [9gR TR & #HA A &g o oer fon St &1 Rare
WIS FAT FE W E, AH SHA WA Gl ¢l Iowiel der o F R favawd &
Y &g Tohcl § o 38 ATl AT & dle JFER & Siga @3l et & goliferaiar
Ficlel 30 IRET A FH FEAT YE FT 1| MR RAE A 41 § AR oI
feR # IRFe RBaraa?

seferaRer 3k gifeefFas gxaEt w Far R

soifaaRer 3R offecFas GEael & HHee o 8T & & R [Qeumagsr & &
RATC der &1 15| 50 Fgr T F fFAA-gieaEenr [T 3k sae aATor faamer
= 2016-21 & 3G & SR FHor dlc UG H HAA: 46 3R 22 HrET aoq
ROl To¥ TWHER o WEd 2016 H '3ygay §¢  HHET U Aol &
d8d 46 SN Fleiall/AiTelciaedsh TEATAT HI TATGAT & foIT 3,857 FIT T9A
AE fhu A RO & @R, Asar H afyr A 2021 a6 & W46 F
¥ 18 fafesar AT & v g &1 Jae g1 & STaslg QU ALl g3

RaE & a1 RegrR & ger RIRA ary

&1 RAE & 367ER, 3@ ARAT deheliehr e aRwe (AICTE) &1 3R & fauifRa
AICST & [Tt feTerl 1 oY AT §1 IR RA&TOT SATRGT T ST JHe]uolstrar
& FRUT 9ER &1 faas 3R g fasmr s@ dieer & 8% & ] 76 &
| qheirent & T aqoraar 1 gfdge &7 @ qanfdd HT Fhar g

RO # 3ow 1T F 9 A

St NAIC & g I/ar & fF AT FT 3T ST F S ¥ fOrgor, gz
gy o, glaumsd anfe @ oY fA%e W@ $8 IFER, AT I 3T
JOTAATOT Tehailehl 3R ahierel HTEMRA RIET TeTel LT AT Afehed 3§ Ui AT TG
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ot gifle T T o gl ROE & vgr =1 &6 AT T WIPR &l AT I1=1
o7, Jfhel FAT &1 SdoIR 2|

R8T sgaEar Y Fegre & v Aider SFAer- @ e

$a1 1 ROie W f9gr N yaaar RATQ@T 36 F Fer 5 o7 & e ggear
T Segrell & AT 3tehel sficier FAR SFACR 81 2005 & RA&T fasimer aficdier $ar
H urel Seg & 9 ATl I g Tole H SHAN FA A T 3epia FeT H
STgl deh 3Td AT &7 a1 § dl % U U o a0 § dAfehed [ol giafSod
AT H FUfT TR 715 B

et diell- AT afhar aga & aHs

fAf@er 3eie & wgr 6 @gfFa yomel sga aee g1 g 3h o wiee 3R
faeafagares & et 1 AFH FETa 3R 9T A€t & 90 g1 Qs H AT
UG #@g @ & § g Al @IS g1 3egiel ARG o@mar i 2005 & 37T
SEMAR et i NS F Rew & &7 7 fgrR wWar &1 e 3R Aifd Frifeags
Fr FAT A 3R FAr &1 R Y RNeT cggear Wiad & T FH g1 gl Far
fo srfasy &1 geldh 78 & o fQeR & e gomel & 3§h gaAe Tsasr AR
3RTSThcl & P 3R AT

feR & Remer-vigaifaehr @+ a Far w12

har &1 RAIE X WER & faerrer 3R dleafah w5 gida $aAR &g @ Ruse fhar
¥ 3l e F ShfAafter 3k difeRrfFas geuEt & FHeEsr 9T Far fr R
& IR A Ao FA FE W, AR S WA Aol ¢l H R fAamd & qy &g
Fehell & foh 30 ATl AT & T JFER & BIigat Teer & Tolt forell & gofferaRar
HiclsT 3Tl IRET @ HH FET Y& X oIl AR o fA&T0T FHafniat v ercif
gge g1 Y& A A § 3R Ig ufshar gl arer g g Seelt| 3ol wEr fR sah
HAAT  BAA ST & MUR W fetor wAAt e fAgwd  feu

g1 https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/bihar/patna/cag-report-on-
engineering-polytechnic-institutes-bjp-targets-nitish-kumar-govt-know-
reason/articleshow/96673211.cms
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12, 1 RAE F a6 AER WHR AR fAd smAa-ga, 7= gAa Far
g F & ¥ 919 (zeenews.india.com) Updated: 1 Jan 2023

R & fATas U9 HAge@r Weldh (Fa1) o gf H &7 WgR & soffaaRer ik
gifolcfdele TEATAT o FHIHAGBST W Teh RUIC &F 8. o W 319 TgR WMER 3R
oA & dT dreRgets UE B AT g, dloidl SHH oI U HAIHR W A g.

fr fenergem # 9er g3 & A ReE

FT f RAE garr §, " AR dledf@dhr (vavsd) @amr 3R saa AT
faomr  (@EE) & 202622 A yE™ F SRS FAT  Folc WA H
HHLT: 46 3T 22 yfderd g a fGar g fSER SR a el 2026 #H '3aw
¢ M ¢ (TATdY) AT F dgd 46 SNARAT dioel/difaeidae TEAEAT &
fw 3,857 a5 ¥ T AU & WM. 5 AT F HJER 2022 dh $oT SAIAN
1 fAHTOT gl o Afther 318l Teh 28 AT T fAAOT 3 TH AL I &

a1 &1 RAE A A o qaran § 6 58 AT 38T STET 1 JOTEOT deheiteht AT
pierer 3maTRa AL T et 313 o 30 gIffer =1gT v o gar &,

dl9dt o AT gdear

=g ROIE & da Siad o A THER W gHAT Sl & [9gR 9191 & yaardn
fAf@er amede A wegr & & ToT A Rem A segel & v CM &icdher $aR &
SFAeR 8. 2005 & & et fasmmer JDU & 9 8. 319 ¥ fasmer RJD & 999 &.
S8 3TCITAT 3o6iel gl Toh 3T fRIGT &I a1 Y Al A¢ FEAT dl Gel AT g AfeheT
o Sfdfed GEAET & glelid &I Samel Te 81 315 .

ol giaa AR AT A fHar goear

sofifaafer 3R gifociFae TaEl & HHAFeT W FHT HI RUC H o fgR &
Rreer v stezhforehy 76 gfid AR fie o Fer R fonh w2 7w W ¥, A W
TN H A N Rar 7T & 29 I A & 96 T & g8 5 & DIghd 9T &
Tl it 3 SNfrafer FioeT oF &1 ST, gEE armaT RuEToT FHETRat # o
T qw 81 5 &. https://zeenews.india.com/hindi/india/bihar-jharkhand/patna/bihar-

government-and-opposition-over-cag-report-on-engineering-and-polytechnic-
institutes/1510647
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13. CAG report slams Maharashtra govt over six  irrigation
projects (indianexpress.com) Updated: December 31, 2022

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India’s performance audit of six delayed
surface irrigation projects in Maharashtra shows that the irrigation potential created by them
was unsatisfactory and the agricultural production did not increase as planned.

The six medium irrigation projects — Andhali in Satara district, Pimpalgaon (Dhale) in Solapur,
Purna in Amaravati, Sondyatola in Bhandara as well as Haranghat and Wagholibuti in
Chandrapur — were studied by the CAG. Each of these projects have been delayed by over to
15 to 25 years for reasons such as delay in land acquisition, unavailability of funds, change in
scope of project and design and incomplete work of pipeline distribution network.

The report observed that multiple revisions in administrative approvals prolonged the
construction phase and there was also a significant increase in the cost of the project.

The Andhali project was given administrative approval (AA) in April 1977. Its original
estimated cost (OEC) was Rs 1.15 crore, which rose to Rs 17.97 crore. Pimpalgaon (Dhale)
received AA in June 1994; its OEC of Rs 10.01 crore rose to Rs 95.39 crore. Purna received
AA in July 1994; its OEC of Rs 36.45 crore went up to Rs 259.34 crore. Haranghat was given
AA in February 1996; its OEC of Rs 12.19 crore rose to Rs 49.21 crore. Sondyatola and
Wagholibuti were given AAs in May 1995 and November 1993, respectively. The OECs of Rs
13.33 crore and Rs 9.50 crore went up to Rs 124.93 crore and Rs 53.22 crore, respectively.

The report pointed out that the target irrigation potential could not be achieved in any of the
six projects. “The utilisation of the irrigation potential actually created was also unsatisfactory.
As a result, agriculture production did not increase as planned in the detailed project reports,”
it said. The report has also said that no prior clearance from the Central Water Commission
was acquired for the six projects. It added that though the AAs were issued before 2003, it was
mandatory  for all  these  projects to  obtain  clearance  from  the
CWC. https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/cag-report-slams-maharashtra-
govt-over-six-irrigation-projects-8353187/

14. Bird-hit threats at Navi Mumbai airport being ignored, activists write to
CAG (deccanherald.com) JAN 02, 2023

Bird-hit threats to flights at the upcoming Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) have
loomed large as the project proponent CIDCO has neglected all warnings from research bodies
and environmentalists, Navi Mumbai-based activists warn.

The year 2022 has seen NGOs such as NatConnect Foundation and Save Navi Mumbai
Environment Forum, Vanshakti, Kharghar Hill and Wetland Forum, Parsik Greens Forum
among others raising a series of strong objections to the extension of environmental clearance
for the airport project based on a “false” impact assessment report, activists said in a joint
statement.
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The EIA incorporates the BNHS recommendations that the migratory bird destinations, namely
the wetlands, of Navi Mumbai would have to be protected so as not to disturb the bird landing
pattern.

"The ground reality is, however, that the major wetlands such as Belpada and Bhendkhal in
Uran have been either partially or completely buried and the one at Panje constantly goes dry
as the intertidal water flow is blocked forcing the birds to fly helter-skelter,” NatConnect
Foundation director B N Kumar said.

NatConnect has complained to the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) against
environmental violations in the airport project.

Veteran activist Nandakumar Pawar, head of Sagar Shakti, the marine division of NGO
Vanashakti pointed out that CIDCO has allotted a 3.48 hectare plot for NMMC’s super
speciality hospital and almost a third of the area falls under CRZ1.

“It is very strange that CIDCO which cannot even touch CRZ1 plots goes to the extent of
floating tenders and collecting money while asking the bidders to get necessary permissions,”
Pawar lamented.

In a major development, the State Human Rights Commission as well as the LokAyukta have
taken cognisance of media reports about cutting of Parsik Hill slopes under the guise of
beautification, thus threatening the buildings on top of the hill. NMMC which did on-the-spot
inspection has also pointed out violations in this.

“We pin our hopes on the HRC which will have a final hearing on January 12,” said Vishnu
Joshi, convenor of Parsik Greens Forum.

Meanwhile, Kharghar Hills continue to face threats either from the ongoing quarrying and hill
cutting for the Golf Course or by forest fires. CIDCQO’s plan for a massive township on the hill
plateau is being vehemently opposed by local activists.

“This is because CIDCO has given a go-by to its own plan for a Nature Park on the hill and
now embarked on a township plan,” said Jyoti Nadkarni of Kharghar Hill and Wetland
Forum. https://www.deccanherald.com/national/west/bird-hit-threats-at-navi-mumbai-

airport-being-ignored-activists-write-to-cag-1177134.html

15. Short and non-deduction of house rent from employees, Assam Government
losing Rs 27 cr per annum (sentinelassam.com) January 01, 2023

Around 30,000 employees were staying in government accommodation as of 2020.
According to the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG)

GUWAHATI: The state government has been losing revenue to the tune of around Rs 27 crore
per annum since 2017 due to either short-deduction or non-deduction of monthly house rent
from the salaries of government employees who are staying in government quarters.

Based on the recommendation of the 7th Pay Commission, Assam's Finance Department had

issued an order in April, 2017 for deduction of 10 per cent of basic pay per month from the
salaries of government employees staying in government accommodation. Prior to this order,
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the house rent deduction in case of government employees had been fixed at various lump-sum
categories with an upper ceiling of Rs 700 and Rs 1,000.

As per official records, around 30,000 employees were staying in government accommodation
as of 2020. According to the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), in the case of
some employees, monthly house rent of Rs 1,590 ought to have been deducted on the basis of
10 per cent of basic pay. However, house rent of only Rs 1,000 per month had been deducted
from such employees. On the other hand, fixed amounts ranging from Rs 500 to Rs 700 were
being deducted from some other employees with no reference to their respective basic pay.

The CAG also found that 993 police personnel under the Home Department were residing in
government quarters as of March, 2022 without paying any house rent at all.

The CAG has recommended that the government should take immediate action to ensure
deduction of the due house rent from the employees staying in government accommodation
and also recover the outstanding dues from them at the
earliest. https://www.sentinelassam.com/topheadlines/short-and-non-deduction-of-
house-rent-from-employees-assam-government-losing-rs-27-cr-per-annum-630951

16. 16  Karnataka  officials  booked in graft case  worth79
cr (hindustantimes.com) Dec 31, 2022

The Nanjanagudu town police in Mysuru district have registered a case against a senior
Karnataka Administrative Service (KAS) officer and 15 others on charges of cheating the state
government to the tune of X79.29 crore by creating fake documents.

The case was registered against erstwhile Nanjanagudu tahsildar, A Naveen Joseph, erstwhile
land tribunal president B Krishna Murthy, Shirastedar Ramesh Babu, revenue inspector
Shivaraj, village accountant Venkatesh and nine fake land owners under sections
406,409,468,471, 420, 465, 149, 120B, and section 192 of Karnataka Land Reforms Act 1964,
following a complaint by current tahsildar Shivamurthy.

“All the accused in 2010 and 2011 got the ownership of land through land tribunal by creating
fake documents,” Shivamurthy said in his complaint. He said 891 acres of land bearing Survey
No. 390 to 424 in Himmavu village was in the name of Swamiji Sri Mahanta Krishnanandagiri
Goswami of Tripura Bhairavi Mutt, Mysuru.

After the death of Swamiji, his relatives moved an application before the land tribunal claiming
ownership of the land. The then chairman of the land tribunal, H.K. Krishnamurthy, granted
891 acres of land to nine persons on September 14, 2011, violating norms, the complaint said.

Based on land tribunal orders, the nine accused, Satyabhama, Sonu Sudheer,
Bhishmapitamaha, Kuldeep Prakash, Shobalatha, Hemalatha, Nisha VVerma, Anjana Sharma,
and Vijaya Lakshmi, applied for khata (ownership) in tahsildar’s office. The then tahsildar
Naveen Joseph and officials created the ownership in the name of the nine ineligible persons
even without obtaining a family tree and death certificate, mentioning land tribunal order, the
complaint stated.
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Then the ineligible land owners availed compensation of 26 crore to 11 crores amounting to
%79.29 crore from the Karnataka Industrial area development board (KIADB) after the board
acquired the land, the complaint added.

Following the complaint by RTI worker K N Nagendra, the state chief secretary ordered a
probe. The auditor general office also found irregularities in the issue and sent the report to the
government that X79.29 crores loss to the exchequer.

The state government ordered a criminal case against all the accused and asked the local police
to hand over the case to the CID for probe on December 7.

“We have received a complaint against all the 16 accused and registered an FIR under various
sections of the IPC. As per procedure. Police registered a case and would hand over the case to
the CID for probe in a couple of days,” Mysuru additional superintendent of police Dr Nandini
said.

The police have no role in the investigation as the government handed over the case to the CID,
she added. https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/16-karnataka-
officials-booked-in-graft-case-worth-79-cr-101672426212557.html

SELECTED NEWS ITEMS/ARTICLES FOR READING

17. How will the free foodgrain scheme work out? (thehindu.com) January 01, 2023

In a Cabinet decision on December 23, the Centre decided to provide 5 kg of free foodgrains
per month for the 81 crore beneficiaries of the National Food Security Act (NFSA) during
2023, rather than charging them a subsidised amount of 33 a kg of rice, 32 a kg of wheat and
X1 a kg of coarse cereal as is currently done. This will soften the blow of the termination of the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY), which has provided an additional 5
kg of free grains every month to NFSA beneficiaries after being launched as an emergency
measure in response to the COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020 and received multiple
extensions since.

What is the impact of this measure on the food subsidy bill?

In a normal year, without COVID disruptions, the Centre’s food subsidy bill on account of the
NFSA amounted to around X2 lakh crore. The PMGKAY effectively doubled that sum for the
past two years. Now that the Centre plans to give free foodgrains under the NFSA for a year,
it will spend an additional ¥15,000 crore to 316,000 crore on that. However, the Centre will
save around %2 lakh crore by ending the PMGKAY scheme. Overall, the move will relieve a
major burden on the Union Budget.

What does this mean for foodgrain stocks?

Experts point out that the move will be even more of a relief for stressed foodgrain stocks. The
annual foodgrain requirement for the NFSA is about 520 lakh tonnes, while the PMGKAY
required an additional 480 lakh tonnes, according to Food Ministry officials. (The difference
comes from the fact that the poorest families coming under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana
category received 35 kg a family every month under the NFSA, but received 5 kg per person
under the PMGKAY'.) At the time when the PMGKAY was launched, foodgrain production,
government procurement and government stocks were regularly breaching record levels.
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In 2022, however, the situation is different. Rice and wheat harvests have both been lower this
year, hit by climatic events and fertilizer shortages in some areas. The global stress due to the
Russia-Ukraine war has also led to a situation of high foodgrain inflation.

India’s wheat stocks in particular, have dipped dangerously close to the required buffer stock
levels, with the Centre resorting to a ban on exports to ensure food security for the domestic
market.

It has also been forced to substantially reduce wheat allocations under the Public Distribution
System, and substitute wheat supply with rice in States such as Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
Continuing the PMGKAY would have been unsustainable without further increasing
procurement levels.

Former Agriculture Secretary Siraj Hussain estimates that the Central pool may have just 159
lakh tonnes of wheat on January 1, 2023, barely above the buffer norm of 138 lakh tonnes. “At
the end of the day, continuing PMGKAY was more a problem of grain, not cash. If procurement
is not high enough, how can it be continued?” he said. The government also needs wheat for
the open market sale scheme, he added.

What are the political implications?

“This is definitely a political move,” says economist Pronab Sen, a former Chief Statistician of
India. “A purely economic decision here would have been to end the PMGKAY, which was
always meant to be a temporary measure, and return to a normal pre-COVID situation. But this
free foodgrain announcement is damage control, to combat any adverse fallout from ending
PMGKAY,” he added.

If this announcement was meant to dampen backlash against the end of the PMGKAY, it is
unclear what will happen at the end of 2023, when the free foodgrain measure is set to end. “Of
course, this will have to be continued beyond one year. What government can afford to roll
back free foodgrains in 2024, in the run-up to general election?” Mr. Hussain said.

The more subtle political fallout will be in the States, especially those such as Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, West Bengal and Jharkhand, which all provide free foodgrains anyway,
using their own money to further subsidise the Central allocation. A handful of others such as
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Telangana also provide further subsidies, though
their ration is not completely free.

“This will give them a financial surplus, but it takes away an important political plank for
States. The Centre will now take full credit for something they had been providing previously,”
Dr. Sen said. It is also unclear whether States or Centre will now bear the cost of transportation
of foodgrains.

A senior food official in Tamil Nadu estimated that the State is set to save more than 21,300
crore through the Centre’s announcement. “Tamil Nadu already provides universal food
security. The focus now needs to be on nutrition security. If the States do not already do so, |
would suggest that they spend their new savings on providing subsidised or free pulses, spices
or edible oil through the public distribution system in addition to foodgrains,” the official said.
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How will it impact beneficiaries?

Leaving aside government budgets, household budgets could be upended by the move. The
Right to Food Campaign estimates that poor families will be forced to spend X3750-3900 a
month to access the current level of ration entitlement.

Ration card holders who have received 10 kg of grains a person every month for the past two
years will see their entitlement abruptly halved. Of course, their expenditure on their NFSA
entitlement will also come down — for instance, someone spending 28 for four kg of wheat
and %3 for a kg of rice under NFSA will now get those grains free, saving 311 a month.
However, that is dwarfed by the additional X150-3175 they will need to spend to buy the 5 kg
previously provided free under the PMGKAY in the open market (estimating market prices for
rice and wheat at around 330-335 per kg).

The increased expenditure will be even more stark for those in States which anyway provide
free NFSA rations, since beneficiaries in those States will not even receive any savings due to
the Centre’s announcement. However, the consumption of foodgrains as part of a meal varies
substantially by State, ranging from about 200 gm per person a day in Kerala to 400 gm in
Bihar, and the impact of the move is thus likely to be the highest in the Hindi heartland States
where grains make up a higher proportion of the
diet. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-how-will-the-free-foodgrain-
scheme-work-out/article66324979.ece

18. Centre to save Rs 25000 cr on PMGKAY expenses in
FY23 (financialexpress.com) January 2, 2023

The Centre is likely to save at least Rs 10,000 crore in the seventh and final phase (Oct-Dec
2022) of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) and upwards of Rs
25,000 crore for the whole of the current financial year. This is against a total outlay of Rs 1.3
trillion for the April-December 2022 period.

According to sources, states have not lifted a quarter of 12 million tonne (MT) allocated under
the free ration scheme for its seventh phase. With this, the total savings against allocation of
Rs 3.91 trillion since the scheme’s inception in April 2020 will be above Rs 40,000 crore, they
added.

The food ministry had informed states that lifting of foodgrain under the scheme would be
allowed only till December 31, 2022. Last week, the Cabinet decided against extending the
scheme.

Lower lifting of stocks by the states would boost grain stocks, especially wheat, with the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) and will help the corporation carry out open market sale (OMS) to
bulk buyers this month. The OMS scheme helps the corporation recover part of the expenses
incurred for procurement and storage, and will correspondingly reduce the government’s
expenditure on food subsidy.

According to estimates, against an allocation of 2.11 MT of wheat to be distributed under

PMGKAY during Oct-December 2022, states have lifted 1.87 MT. In the case of rice, states
have taken possession of 7 MT against an allocation of 9.89 MT.
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Sources said PMGKAY is likely to cost the exchequer about Rs 3.5 trillion since its April 2020
launch in the midst of the first Covid-19 wave. The scheme has run continuously with several
extensions, except between December 2020 and April 2021. The latest extension was for three
months till December 31, 2022.

FCI’s wheat stock fell to 17 MT on Sunday, a six-year low. This is against the buffer of 13.8
MT. However, the current stock of 12.4 MT of rice along with 32.5 MT to be received from
millers is far more than the requirement of 7.6 MT at the beginning of the next year.

While stating that there are sufficient food grain stocks in the central pool to meet the
requirement under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) and free ration scheme and other
welfare programmes, the food ministry last month had said that about 15.9 MT of wheat will
be available as on January 1, 2023, which is well above the buffer.

Under the PMGKAY, 813 million NFSA beneficiaries have been getting an additional 5 kg of
foodgrain free of cost every month, while 104 MT of foodgrain was allocated to states for
distribution in the 28 months of implementation of the scheme.

The government’s food subsidy expenses in the current fiscal are likely to cross Rs 2.76 trillion,
up 34% from the outlay at the beginning of the year. The annual cost to the exchequer for
providing free grain under NFSA is estimated at Rs 2 trillion for 2023-24, including the
additional cost of around Rs 20,000 crore for making NFSA grain supply in 2023 totally free
of cost to beneficiaries.

Last week, the Cabinet decided to provide foodgrain under NFSA to states free for one year,
starting Sunday.

The estimated economic cost of foodgrain procurement by the FCI, which includes expenses
such as minimum support price payment to farmers, procurement, acquisition and distribution
costs for rice and wheat, are Rs 36.7/kg and Rs 25.8/kg respectively, in 2022-
23. https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/centre-to-save-rs-25000-cr-on-
pmgkay-expenses-in-fy23/2933479/

19. Government starts process to buy 100 more KO-
Vajras (thehindu.com) December 31, 2022

The Defence Ministry has started the process for the procurement of 100 more K9-Vajra
tracked self-propelled howitzers which are built in India by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) using
technology transferred from South Korean defence major Hanwha Defense.

“The Defence Ministry issued the Request For Proposal to L&T in November. Once they
respond to it, the contract negotiations will begin,” a defence official confirmed.

At the height of tensions in eastern Ladakh in 2020, the Army deployed one regiment of K-9
Vajra tracked self-propelled howitzers there to augment its long-range fire power in the
backdrop of a massive build-up of forces by China across the Line of Actual Control. Buoyed
by their performance, the Army is looking at eventually procuring 200 additional guns. The
induction of Dhanush, K-9 Vajra and M777 Ultra Light Howitzers has enhanced the reach of
artillery firepower on the northern borders, as reported by The Hindu earlier.
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The repeat order could not be more than the volume of the original order, so the number was
fixed at 100 howitzers, the official explained.

The K9 Vajra is a 155 mm, 52-calibre tracked self-propelled howitzer built by L&T with
technology transferred from South Korean defence major Hanwha Defense based on its K9
Thunder. The 100th gun was delivered to the Army in February 2021, the contract for which
was signed in May 2017. The contract also involved maintenance transfer of technology to an
Army base workshop to support the howitzers throughout their operational life cycle.

The K9 Vajra was mainly bought for use in deserts, but the standoff prompted them to be
deployed in the mountains as well, officials had stated earlier. To ensure that these systems
performed optimally in the extreme cold weather conditions of the mountains, the Army also
procured winterisation kits for the regiment deployed. There are nine items including batteries,
oils and lubricants which need to be insulated from extreme temperatures and don’t freeze at -
20 degrees celsius, which the kits cater for.

Since the standoff, the Army has deployed its entire range of medium artillery guns and long-
range rockets in the region to augment its long-range fire power as part of the reorientation
towards the northern  borders. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-
ministry-starts-process-to-buy-100-more-k-9-vajra-
howitzers/article66324023.ece#.~:text=The%20Defence%20Ministry%20has%20star
ted,Proposal%20t0%20L%26T%20in%20November.

20. Green energy and just transition (financialexpress.com) Updated: December
31, 2022

Odisha has been playing a central role in meeting the country’s growing energy needs. The
state is the largest coal producer, producing about 185 million tonnes of non-coking coal in
2021-22. This is sufficient to fuel about a quarter of the country’s coal-based power generation.
But Odisha is also one of the most climate-vulnerable states, with extreme weather events like
cyclones, heat waves, floods and droughts taking a significant toll on the livelihoods and the
economy every year.

To balance the imperatives of energy and climate change, thegovernment of Odisha has
unveiled a new renewable energy (RE) policy during the Make in Odisha Conclave held
recently Bhubaneswar, with a clear ambition and objective of ushering in a just energy
transition in the state.

Increased adoption of RE has become vital for the state due to multiple reasons:

First, the government of India has committed to a net-zero target by 2070. This means that coal
production and consumption would have to decline significantly over the next two to three
decades, impacting the lives and livelihoods of coal-dependent communities. Therefore,
Odisha must plan for the coming energy transition to safeguard the interests of vast numbers
of people in its coal and industrial districts

Second, Odisha is among the country’s leading industrialized states, and a continuous increase
in energy demand from all sectors is expected in the coming years. There is an apparent demand
for RE from electricity distribution companies (discoms) and industries due to Renewable
Purchase Obligations (RPOs). But the state currently accounts for just 0.55% of the country’s
RE capacity (excluding hydropower) and imports renewable power to meet most of the existing
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RPO requirements. Without a rapid RE scale-up within the state, RE imports will increase
several times in the coming years as RPO targets reach closer to 45% by 2030

Third, it is highly dependent on the mining and metal sector for growth and jobs. Currently,
39.5% of the state’s gross value addition comes from the industry sector, the highest in the
country. Moreover, the global mining and metal sector is transitioning to renewable energy and
green hydrogen to reduce its carbon footprint and meet net-zero targets. Odisha, therefore, has
an opportunity to become the hub of the green mining and metal sector by encouraging its
industries to install captive RE plants within the state

Lastly, sectors like green hydrogen, green ammonia and energy storage are developing rapidly.
Given the strong manufacturing base, Odisha has the opportunity to grow these green sectors
to support the next phase of industrialization, creating new employment opportunities as well
as boosting economic activity and income. But, so far, the RE sector has not taken off in the
state due to certain policy challenges and perceptions. For instance, there is a misconception
that the state has low solar and wind potential. This misconception has been created due to gaps
in potential estimation, which the Odisha Renewable Energy Policy, 2022 (OREP-2022) is
addressing on an urgent basis. Likewise, the policy challenges have also been addressed in the
new policy.

Overall, a combination of factors has led to a scenario that it is cheaper for discoms and
industries to buy renewable power from states like Gujarat and Rajasthan than to install RE
projects within Odisha. Therefore, one of the key aims of OREP-2022 is to bridge the cost delta
by providing best-in-class incentives to attract investors to develop the vast untapped RE
potential of the state.

The policy includes several exemptions on duties, charges and surcharges for 15-20 years
duration, along with investment facilitation and single window clearances. In addition, several
measures have been introduced to ease land allocation for RE project development, including
priority allocation under the state’s land bank scheme, provisions for aggregation of private
land, and exemptions from the land ceiling.

The policy pays special attention to certain high-potential technologies, such as pumped-
storage hydro and small-hydro, for which the requirement of free power supply to the state has
been waived for projects contributing to the state’s RPO. In addition, given the paucity of large
wasteland tracts, the policy pays special attention to developing solar rooftops, floating solar,
and distributed solar projects. Furthermore, wind power is proposed to be promoted through
feed-in-tariff, and upcoming technologies like green hydrogen and ammonia are also being
promoted through various incentives.

Meanwhile, economic diversification, and the need for skilled human resources for new and
emerging sectors, would be vital to ensure a just transition of the coal districts of the region.
Odisha’s new RE policy addresses this by including explicit measures for creating a skilled
and semi-skilled workforce for the RE sector. Existing educational infrastructure in the state is
planned to be upgraded to provide training on RE component manufacturing, installation,
operations and maintenance. Most importantly, to maximize RE job creation in the state, the
green energy manufacturing sector has been included as a ‘thrust sector’ in the state’s new
Industrial Policy Resolution (IPR), which aims to transform Odisha into the most “Preferred
Investment Destination in India”.
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Overall, OREP-2022 and IPR are timely steps taken by the government to boost green
investments in the state and decarbonise the energy sector. These policies will also support
balanced RE growth in the country and help meet the nation’s RE and Net-Zero targets. But,
most importantly, they will help ensure a just energy transition in coal regions over the next
decades. https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/green-energy-and-just-
transition/2932286/

21. Gross budgetary allocation for Railways to go up by 29% in Budget:
Report (business-standard.com) January 2, 2023

To support infrastructure investments, the Centre is likely to increase gross budgetary
allocation for Indian Railways by 29 per cent from Rs 1.4 trillion to Rs 1.8 trillion, a report by
Mint said.

The railway ministry's total capital expenditure (capex) is expected to jump 20 per cent to Rs
3 trillion in FY24. In FY23, the outlay was Rs 2.45 trillion.

"Higher capex allocation is the need of the hour as the national transporter reaches a critical
stage of implementing key infrastructure projects. The Centre supported the initiatives with a
record increase in gross budgetary support last year. We expect it to increase further," a former
rail board chairman told Mint.

The ministry has also asked the finance ministry to prioritise the allocation of long-term infra
projects like high-speed trains, freight corridors and the modernisation of trains.

A significant portion of the funds for FY24 is also likely to go towards the Ahmedabad-
Mumbai bullet train project.

On Friday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the VVande Bharat Express in West Bengal
between Howrah and New Jalpaiguri. He said that the Centre was making "record investments"
in modernisation. Tejas Hum Safar, Vande Bharat and VistaDome coaches, and the
upgradation of all stations, electrification and doubling of rail lines are part of the
modernisation plans, Mint added.

In FY22, the gross budgetary support to the ministry crossed Rs 1 trillion mark for the first
time. In FY23, the ministry received the highest-ever capex allocation at Rs 2.45
trillion. https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gross-budgetary-
allocation-for-railways-to-go-up-by-29-in-budget-report-123010200178_1.html
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