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NEWS ITEMS ON CAG/ AUDIT REPORTS (31.12.2022 to 02.01.2023) 
  
1.                 50 centrally protected monuments ‘missing’: 

Govt (indianexpress.com) January 1, 2023 
  
The missing monuments include 11 that were in Uttar Pradesh, as well as two each in 

Delhi and Haryana. The list also included monuments in Assam, West Bengal, Arunachal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 
  
As many as 50 of India’s 3,693 centrally protected monuments are missing, according to a 

submission made in Parliament by the Ministry of Culture. 
  
“…It is a matter of grave concern that several monuments of national importance under the 

protection of Archaeological Survey of India (Ministry of Culture) have become untraceable 

over the years due to rapid urbanisation, (being) submerged by reservoirs (and) dams, 

difficulties in tracing in remote locations (and) dense forests, non-availability of their proper 

location, etc.,” said the submissions made by the ministry on December 8 to the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture as part of a report titled ‘Issues relating 

to Untraceable Monuments and Protection of Monuments in India’. The Committee had heard 

the views of Culture Secretary Govind Mohan, ASI Director-General V Vidyavathi, and other 

senior officials from the agency on May 18, 2022, as per the report. 
  
The missing monuments include 11 that were in Uttar Pradesh, as well as two each in Delhi 

and Haryana. The list also included monuments in Assam, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh 

and Uttarakhand. 
  
As per the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 14 of these monuments have been lost to 

rapid urbanisation, 12 are submerged by reservoirs or dams, and the locations of the remaining 

24 remain untraceable. 
  
“Many such cases pertain to inscriptions and tablets, which don’t have a fixed address. They 

could have been moved or damaged, and it may be difficult to locate them,” officials told The 

Sunday Express. They also said that a bulk of the centrally protected monuments were 

identified in the 1930s, ’40s and ’50s, and that in the decades after Independence, “the focus 

was on discovering new monuments than on conserving them.” 
  
“Also, the priorities of successive governments in a newly independent nation were health and 

development, even as heritage was ignored,” officials told The Sunday Express, adding that 

“even now, they are grappling with an acute manpower shortage to physically man all the big 

and small monuments which may fall under a particular region”. 
  
It was in 2013 that the Comptroller and Auditor General had declared 92 monuments as 

“missing” after a first-of-its-kind physical verification exercise undertaken after Independence. 
  
The Parliamentary Committee noted that “out of the 92 monuments declared as missing by 

CAG, 42 have been identified due to efforts made by the ASI”, but from the remaining list of 

50 monuments, “14 are affected by rapid urbanisation, 12 are submerged by reservoir/dams 

while the location of the remaining 24 is still untraceable”. 
  

http://indianexpress.com/
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The panel also came down heavily on the distinction made by the ministry regarding the 

monuments lost to urbanisation/reservoirs, and 24 monuments which are untraceable, as “an 

academic distinction since monuments lost to urbanisation/reservoirs are also irrecoverable”. 
  
Importantly, the CAG audit included a joint physical inspection, along with ASI, of just 1,655 

monuments and sites out of the 3,678 centrally protected monuments nationwide. The 24 

monuments reported to be untraceable are from this sample of 1,655 

monuments. https://indianexpress.com/article/india/50-centrally-protected-
monuments-missing-govt-8354507/ 
 

2.                 50 ASI-protected monuments 'untraceable' across India including in Delhi, 

Haryana (newsbytesapp.com) Jan 01, 2023 
  
In a shocking revelation, the Ministry of Culture informed the Parliament that up to 50 of India's 

3,693 protected monuments are "untraceable." 
  
According to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 14 of these monuments were destroyed 

by urbanization, 12 were flooded by reservoirs, and the remaining are "untraceable." 
  
Notably, 11 lost monuments belong to Uttar Pradesh, while two each are in Delhi and Haryana. 
  
Why does this story matter? 
  
The issue of missing monuments was brought to light in 2013 by a report issued by the 

Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG). As a result, 92 ASI-listed historic 

monuments were reported missing, raising alarm. 
  
Since then, reports about 'missing statues' hogged the headlines. However, the ministry had 

failed to clarify and define what 'missing monuments' mean. 
  
Culture Ministry's submission before Parliamentary Standing Committee 
"It's a matter of grave concern that several monuments of national importance under the 

protection of ASI have become untraceable over the years," the ministry said in its submissions 

before the Parliamentary Standing Committee. 
  
Rapid urbanization, (being) submerged by reservoirs (and) dams, problems in tracing in distant 

places (and) dense woods, non-availability of their proper position, and other factors are cited 

in the application. 
  
Missing monuments in UP, Delhi, Haryana, and other states 
There are 11 missing monuments in Uttar Pradesh and two each in Delhi and Haryana. 
Monuments in Assam, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand were also placed on 

the list. 
  
According to the ASI, 14 of these monuments have been destroyed by fast urbanization, 12 

have been drowned by reservoirs or dams, and the sites of the other 24 are unknown. 
  
Some 'missing' cases pertain to inscriptions and tablets 
Numerous 'missing' cases involve inscriptions and tablets that lack a permanent address. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-govt-8354507/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-govt-8354507/
http://newsbytesapp.com/
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Officials told The Sunday Express that it could be impossible to find them since they might 

have been relocated or destroyed. 
  
They said that the majority of ASI-protected sites were discovered in the decades following 

Independence, specifically in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. 
  
Parliamentary panel slams government 
Out of the 92 monuments that CAG deemed missing in 2013, the Parliamentary Committee 

stated that "42 had been identified as a result of efforts made by the ASI." 
However, the remaining 50 monuments on the list are still difficult to find. 
  
The claim made by the government about the untraceable monuments lost to 

urbanization/reservoirs received harsh criticism from the 

panel. https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/india/50-centrally-protected-monuments-
missing-government/story 
 

3.                 Missing Monuments: गायब हो गए देश के कई स्मारक, ककसी को पता भी नह ीं 
चला? (hindi.oneindia.com) January 2, 2023 

  

Missing Monuments: बिहार, उत्तर प्रदेश, ददल्ली, उत्तराखंड, तमिलनाडु, िध्य प्रदेश, जम्िू 
कश्िीर, हररयाणा और उडीसा सदहत अन्य राज्यों से स्िारक लगातार गायि हो रहे हैं। इस 
िात की जानकारी कें द्र सरकार के संस्कृतत िंत्रालय द्वारा संसद िें साल 2013, 2016, 2017, 
2020 और 2022 िें भी दो िार दी गई है। इसके िावजूद स्िारकों के गायि होने का मसलमसला 
जारी है। वहीं स्िारकों के गायि होने को लेकर कई िीडडया ररपोर्ट के आंकडें और सरकार के 
आंकडों पर गौर करें तो दोनों के डार्ा िें अंतर ददखाई देता है। 
  

इंडडयन एक्सप्रेस की ररपोर्ट के िुताबिक संसद िें 8 ददसंिर 2022 को कें द्रीय संस्कृतत िंत्रालय 
की ओर से जानकारी दी गयी कक देश के 3,693 कें द्रीय संरक्षित स्िारकों िें से 50 स्िारक 
लापता हैं। कें द्र सरकार ने कहा है कक स्िारकों का गायि होना गंभीर च तंा की िात हैं। लापता 
स्िारकों िें उत्तर प्रदेश के 11 स्िारक शामिल हैं। साथ ही ददल्ली, हररयाणा िें दो-दो स्िारकों 
के गायि होने की खिर हैं। 
  

भारतीय पुरातत्व सवेिण (ASI) के िुताबिक इन स्िारकों िें से 14 तेजी से शहरीकरण के 
कारण खो गये हैं, जिकक 12 जलाशयों या िांधों से जलिग्न हैं। िाकी 24 स्िारकों के स्थान 
अनटे्रसेिल (जजसका अजस्तत्व नहीं रहा) हैं। दरअसल 8 ददसंिर 2022 को पररवहन, पयटर्न 
और संस्कृतत के सिि संयुक्त संसदीय स्थायी समितत की एक ररपोर्ट को प्रस्तुत ककया गया। 
जजसके िुताबिक साल 1930, 1940 और 1950 के दशक िें कें द्रीय रूप से संरक्षित स्िारकों 
की एक िडी संख्या की पह ान की गयी थी लेककन आजादी के िाद उन स्िारकों को संरक्षित 

https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/india/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-government/story
https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/india/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-government/story
http://hindi.oneindia.com/
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करने के िजाय नये स्िारकों की खोज पर फोकस ककया गया था। जो एक िडा कारण िना 
उनके गायि होने का। 
  

100 से ज्यादा स्मारक गायब? 

जिकक साल 2019 िें छपी NBT की एक खिर के िुताबिक ददल्ली िें 174 ऐसे स्िारक हैं 
जो कें द्र सरकार द्वारा संरक्षित हैं। इनिें से 13 स्िारक गायि हो गये हैं। हालांकक, सरकार 
की ओर से ऐसा कभी नहीं कहा गया है। वहीं 16 िई 2022 को Aaj Tak वेिसाइर् पर एक 
खिर छपी है, जजसिें संजय शिाट मलखते हैं कक देश के कई राज्यों िें िौजूद पुराताजत्वक िहत्व 
के 100 से ज्यादा स्िारक या तो लापता हैं या कफर इस कदर कब्जा मलये गये हैं कक उनका 
अजस्तत्व आसानी से पता नहीं  लता। सीएजी की ररपोर्ट के हवाले से िताया कक अि से 
करीि 10 साल पहले 2013 िें लेखा िहातनयंत्रक यानी सीएजी की ररपोर्ट िें भी 94 स्िारकों 
के लापता होने का ब्योरा ददया गया था। 
  

सींरक्षण के ललए खचच हुए 700 करोड़ 

स्िारकों के गायि होने का िािला साल 2017 िें भी लोकसभा िें उठा था। ति के तत्कालीन 
कें द्रीय संस्कृतत िंत्री िहेश शिाट ने लोकसभा िें जानकारी दी थी कक िंत्रालय ने कें द्रीय संरक्षित 
स्िारकों के संरिण िें 700 करोड रुपये से ज्यादा ख ट ककये थे। उनसे सवाल पूछा गया था 
कक क्या देश के ऐततहामसक और संरक्षित स्िारक अततक्रिण का मशकार हो गये हैं और क्या 
सरकार ने ऐसा कोई सवे कराया है, जजससे पता  ले कक ऐसे ककतने स्िारक गायि हैं? 

  

संस्कृतत िंत्री ने जवाि ददया कक अरुणा ल प्रदेश िें कॉपर र्ैंपल, असि के ततनसुककया िें 
शेरशाह की िंदकूें , ददल्ली िें िाराखंभा और पजश् ि िंगाल के नददया जजले िें ििनपुकुर ककले 
के खंडहर गायि हो  ुके हैं और उनका पता नही ंलगाया जा सकता। जजन स्िारकों का पता 
नहीं लगा है, उन्हें खोजने के मलए पुराने ररकॉडट का सत्यापन, रेवेन्यू िैप, प्रकामशत 
ररपोर्ट, भौततक तनरीिण और र्ीिों की तैनाती की गयी है। 
  

क्या बोले सींस्कृतत मींत्री ककशन रेड्डी 
साल 2022 के अगस्त िहीने िें कें द्रीय संस्कृतत िंत्री ककशन रेड्डी ने लोकसभा िें एक सवाल 
के मलखखत जवाि िें कहा कक आजादी के िाद से 19 राज्यों और कें द्र शामसत प्रदेशों िें जस्थत 
कें द्र संरक्षित स्िारकों व स्थलों से 210  ोरी की घर्नाएं हुई हैं जजसिें 486 वस्तुएं अपन े
स्थान से गायि मिली। हालांकक इनिें से 91 वस्तुएं िरािद कर ली गयी हैं और अन्य की 
िरािदगी के प्रयास  ल रहे हैं। भारतीय पुरातत्व सवेिण ने पपछले 8 सालों िें 8,478 गांवों 
का सवेिण ककया था। इन गांवों से 2,914 िें पुराताजववक अवशेष पाए गए हैं जजन्हें सहेजने 
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का काि  ल रहा है। साथ ही िंत्री ने कहा कक अभी तक गायि हुए 24 स्िारकों-स्थलों का 
पता नहीं  ल सका है। 
  

Huffpost के मुताबबक 24 गायब स्मारक 

  

●असि साददया के ततनसुककया से िादशाह शेरशाह की िंदकूें  
● अरुणा ल प्रदेश के पाया जजले के लोदहत से तांिे के िंददर के अवशेष 

● हररयाणा के िुजेसर के फरीदािाद से कोस िीनार a. हररयाणा, शाहािाद, कुरुिेत्र, कोस 
िीनार 
● उत्तराखंड, द्वाराहार् के अल्िोडा से कुरु्म्िरी िंददर 
● ददल्ली के िाराखंभा िें िना पुराना कबिस्तान 

● ददल्ली, िुिारकपुर के कोर्ला से इं ला वाली गुिर्ी 
● िध्य प्रदेश, सतना से मशलालेख 

● िहाराष्ट्ट्र, पुणे से पुराना यूरोपीय िकिरा 
● िहाराष्ट्ट्र, अगरकोर् से वन िुजट 
● राजस्थान, र्ोंक से कई पुराने ककले के मशलालेख 

● राजस्थान, िारां स े12वीं सदी िें िनी िंददर 
● उत्तर प्रदेश, अहुगी मिजाटपुर से तीन छोरे् मलगं वाले िंददर उसके खंडहर जो 1000 ईसा पूवट 
के थे 

● उत्तर प्रदेश,  ंदौली के पजश् िी और उत्तर-पूवी इलाके की पहाडडयों से िहापाषाण काल के 
तीन स्थल 

● उत्तर प्रदेश, वाराणसी से कोषागार भवन के पर्ल 

● उत्तर प्रदेश, वाराणसी के तेमलया नाला से िौद्ध खंडहर 
● उत्तर प्रदेश, िमलया िेत्र से एक िरगद का िाग, जजसिें प्रा ीन इिारत के तनशान हैं 
● उत्तर प्रदेश, िांदा इलाके िें िना िंद शिशान 

● उत्तर प्रदेश, िेहरोनी के लमलतपुर से गनर िुककट ल्स का िकिरा 
● उत्तर प्रदेश के लखनऊ-फैजािाद रोड से तीन िकिरा 
● उत्तर प्रदेश, लखनऊ के जहरमलया रोड के 6 और 7 िील पर िने कबिस्तान 

● उत्तर प्रदेश, लखनऊ के गौघार् िें िने कबिस्तान 

● उत्तर प्रदेश के पाली, शाहािाद, हरदोई से िडा खंडहर स्थल जजसे सांडी-खेडा कहा जाता है 

● पजश् ि िंगाल के िािनपुकुर, नददया िें िने ककले के खंडहर 
https://hindi.oneindia.com/news/features/more-than-100-monuments-have-lost-in-
india-missing-monuments-report-739545.html?story=5 
  

https://hindi.oneindia.com/news/features/more-than-100-monuments-have-lost-in-india-missing-monuments-report-739545.html?story=5
https://hindi.oneindia.com/news/features/more-than-100-monuments-have-lost-in-india-missing-monuments-report-739545.html?story=5
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4.                 सरकार ने सींसद में बताया- कें द्र द्वारा सींरक्षक्षत 50 स्मारक 
‘लापता’ (thewirehindi.com) January 1, 2023 

  

संस्कृतत िंत्रालय द्वारा संसद िें िताया गया है कक भारत के 3,693 कें द्रीय संरक्षित स्िारकों 
िें से 50 ‘लापता’ हैं. 
  

इंडडयन एक्सप्रेस के अनुसार, िंत्रालय द्वारा 8 ददसंिर को पररवहन, पयटर्न और संस्कृतत पर 
संसदीय स्थायी समितत को ‘इशूज़ ररलेदर्गं रू् अनटे्रसेिल िॉन्यूिेंट्स एंड प्रोरे्क्शन ऑफ 
िॉन्यूिेंट्स इन इंडडया’ नाि की ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया, ‘…यह गंभीर च तंा का पवषय है कक 
भारतीय पुरातत्व सवेिण (संस्कृतत िंत्रालय) के संरिण िें राष्ट्ट्रीय िहत्व के कई स्िारकों का 
तेजी से हो रहे शहरीकरण, जलाशयों (और) िांधों द्वारा जलिग्न होने दरूस्थ स्थानों (और) 
घने जंगलों िें पता लगाने िें होने वाली कदठनाइयों, उनके उच त स्थान के िौजूद न होने 
आदद के कारण पपछले कुछ वषों िें मिलना िुजश्कल हो गए हैं.’ 
  

समितत ने ररपोर्ट के अनुसार 18 िई, 2022 को संस्कृतत सच व गोपवदं िोहन, एएसआई 
िहातनदेशक वी. पवद्यावती और एजेंसी के अन्य वररष्ट्ठ अचधकाररयों का पि सुना था. 
  

अखिार के अनुसार, इन ‘लापता’ स्िारकों िें 11  स्िारक उत्तर प्रदेश के थे और दो-दो ददल्ली 
और हररयाणा के. सू ी िें असि, पजश् ि िंगाल, अरुणा ल प्रदेश और उत्तराखंड के स्िारक 
भी शामिल हैं. 
  

भारतीय पुरातत्व सवेिण के अनुसार, इन स्िारकों िें से 14 तेजी से हुए शहरीकरण के कारण 
खोए हैं, 12 जलाशयों या िांधों के  लते जलिग्न हैं और शेष 24 के ठीक स्थान िालूि नहीं 
हो सके हैं. 
  

अचधकाररयों ने इस अख़िार को िताया, ‘ऐसे कई िािले मशलालेखों और पट्दर्काओं से संिंचधत 
हैं, जजनका कोई तनजश् त पता नहीं है. उन्हें स्थानांतररत या िततग्रस्त ककया जा सकता था 
और ऐसे िें उनका पता लगाना िुजश्कल हो सकता है.’ 
  

उन्होंने यह भी कहा कक 1930, 40 और 50 के दशक िें कें द्रीय रूप से संरक्षित स्िारकों की 
एक िडी संख्या की पह ान की गई थी और आजादी के िाद के दशकों िें ‘उन्हें संरक्षित करन े
के िजाय नए स्िारकों की खोज पर ध्यान कें दद्रत ककया गया.’ 
  

http://thewirehindi.com/
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अचधकाररयों ने जोडा, ‘इसके अलावा, एक नए आजाद हुए देश की सरकारों की प्राथमिकताएं 
स्वास््य और पवकास थीं, जिकक हेरररे्ज को नजरअंदाज ककया गया. आज भी वे ककसी पवशेष 
िेत्र के अंतगटत आन ेवाले िडे और छोरे् स्िारकों की देखरेख को लेकर िानव संसाधन की 
भीषण किी से जूझ रहे हैं. 
  

2013 िें तनयंत्रक और िहालेखा परीिक (कैग) ने स्वतंत्रता के िाद ककए गए अपनी तरह के 
पहले भौततक सत्यापन के िाद 92 स्िारकों को ‘लापता’ घोपषत ककया था. 
  

संसदीय समितत ने कहा कक ‘कैग द्वारा लापता घोपषत ककए गए 92 स्िारकों िें से 42 की 
पह ान एएसआई के प्रयासों के कारण की गई है लेककन शेष 50 स्िारकों की सू ी िें 
स े14 तेजी से हुए शहरीकरण से प्रभापवत हैं, 12 जलाशय/िांधों के कारण जलिग्न हैं  जिकक 
शेष 24 का स्थान अि भी िालूि नहीं है.’ 
  

पैनल ने शहरीकरण/जलाशयों के खोने वाले स्िारकों और न मिलने वाले 24 स्िारकों के िारे 
िें िंत्रालय द्वारा ककए गए भेद की कडी आलो ना की है. 
  

िहत्वपूणट िात यह है कक कैग ऑडडर् िें एएसआई के साथ मिलकर देश भर के 3,678 कें द्रीय 
संरक्षित स्िारकों िें से मसफट  1,655 स्िारकों और स्थलों का संयुक्त भौततक तनरीिण शामिल 
था. जजन 24 स्िारकों का पता नहीं लगाया जा सका है, वे इन्हीं 1,655 स्िारकों िें से हैं. 
  

उल्लेखनीय है कक अप्रैल 2022 िें द वायर ने एक ररपोर्ट िें उत्तर प्रदेश के वाराणसी जजले के 
सरकारी अनदेखी का मशकार िने संरक्षित स्िारकों के खोने के िारे िें िताया था. 
  

ररपोर्ट के अनुसार, जजले िें एएसआई द्वारा संरक्षित 18 ऐततहामसक स्िारक हैं. संस्कृतत 
िंत्रालय के अनुसार, 18 िें से दो लापता हैं. लेककन शहर िें खोजने पर पा ं स्िारकों का कोई 
दठकाना नहीं मिलता और अन्य सात भी प्रशासतनक अनदेखी का मशकार 
हैं. https://thewirehindi.com/236237/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-govt-

ministry-of-culture-tells-parliament/ 

5.                 कोसच के समापन समारोह में सीएजी, भारत, जी.सी. 
मुममच (punjabkesari.in) Updated: 30 Dec, 2022 

  

हररयाणा लोक प्रशासन संस्थान (दहपा), गुरुग्राि द्वारा वषट 2018, 2019 और 2020 िै  के 
भारतीय पुमलस सेवा, भारतीय रेलवे लेखा सेवा और भारतीय डाक सेवा के अचधकाररयों के मलए 
अयोजजत पवशेष फाउंडेशन कोसट का आज सिापन हुआ। इस सिापन अवसर पर भारत के 
तनयंत्रक एवं िहालेखापरीिक जी.सी. िुिूट ने ितौर िुख्य अततचथ मशरकत की। 

https://thewirehindi.com/236237/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-govt-ministry-of-culture-tells-parliament/
https://thewirehindi.com/236237/50-centrally-protected-monuments-missing-govt-ministry-of-culture-tells-parliament/
http://punjabkesari.in/
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दहपा द्वारा लाल िहादरु शास्त्री राष्ट्ट्रीय प्रशासन अकादिी, िसूरी की ओर से 19 मसतंिर, 
2022 से 30 ददसंिर, 2022 तक पंद्रह सप्ताह तक इस प्रततजष्ट्ठत प्रमशिण कायटक्रि का 
आयोजन ककया गया। इस सिारोह िें अचधकारी प्रमशिुओं की सीख और अनुभवों को सांझा 
ककया गया। पवशेष फाउंडेशन कोसट के सफल सिापन पर प्रमशिुओं को प्रिाण पत्र के साथ 
सम्िातनत ककया गया और िेधावी अचधकाररयों को शैिखणक और गैर-शैिखणक डोिेन िें उनके 
अनुकरणीय प्रदशटन के मलए पदक से सम्िातनत ककया गया। 
  

अपने भाषण िें जी.सी.िुिूट ने कहा कक फाउंडेशन कोसट एक मसपवल सेवा के अचधकाररयों के 
जीवन िें सिसे यादगार सिय िें से एक होता है क्योंकक इस दौरान उनका अन्य अचधकाररयों 
से संपकट  होता हैं और एक िंधन पवकमसत होता है जो इंर्र-काडर र्ीि वकट  के रूप िें कायट 
करने िें सहायक मसद्ध होता है। उन्होंने पवश्वास व्यक्त ककया कक इस कोसट के िाध्यि स े
प्रमशिुओं को देश िें सािाजजक, आचथटक और राजनीततक वातावरण की िारीककयों से जानकारी 
प्रदान करने का उद्देश्य पूरा हुआ है। 
  

उन्होंने प्रमशिुओं की प्रततकक्रया की सराहना की, जो दशाटता है कक एसएफसी उन्हें जीवन भर 
के मलए इंर्र-काडर मित्रता प्रदान करने और देश के कािकाज के 
सािाजजक, सांस्कृततक, पयाटवरण और आचथटक पहलुओं की सूक्ष्ि सिझ प्रदान करने िें सिि 
रहा है। उन्होंने दहपा को इस पाठ्यक्रि के सफलतापूवटक सं ालन और कई नवीन मशिाशास्त्र 
पहल शुरू करने के मलए िधाई दी। उन्होंने सभी अचधकाररयों को राष्ट्ट्र की सेवा िें एक सफल 
पेशेवर के रूप िें कायट करने की कािना की। 
  

इससे पहले, िुख्य अततचथ का स्वागत करते हुए दहपा की िहातनदेशक सुरीना राजन ने 
एसएफसी के प्रिुख उद्देश्यों और पररणािों के िारे िें पवस्तार से िताया। डॉ. के.एल. 
प्रसाद, पाठ्यक्रि तनदेशक ने अपनी ररपोर्ट िें एसएफसी के प्रिुख घर्कों को प्रदमशटत ककया, जो 
शैिखणक डोिेन ज्ञान के अलावा पवमभन्न सेवाओं और पवमभन्न पषृ्ट्ठभूमि के िध्य एजस्प्रर् ड े
कोर की भावना पैदा करने पर ध्यान कें दद्रत करता है। 
  

दहिा ल प्रदेश िें हम्प्र्ा पास की कदठन यात्रा ने ग्रुप के पवपवध व्यजक्तयों के िी  संिंध 
पवकमसत करने िें िदद की। उत्तर-पूवट और राजस्थान के 5 जजलों के गााँवों िें रहने के अवसर 
ने प्रमशिुओं को आि जन की तरह जीवन जीने का अवसर प्रदान ककया। अचधकारी प्रमशिुओं 
ने व्यजक्तगत और सािूदहक रूप से पां  िहत्वपूणट िेत्रों स्वास््य, मशिा, कृपष, मलगंानुपात 
और पं ायती राज संस्थानों का अध्ययन ककया। डेर्ा एनामलदर्क्स, सिका-साथ-सिका-
पवकास, राष्ट्ट्रीय सुरिा और भारत तथा इसके पडोसी देशों जैसे िॉड्यूल ने उन्हें जिीनी स्तर 
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पर नागररकों के िुद्दों और राष्ट्ट्रीय स्तर पर नेततृ्व के सिि पवकल्पों और दपुवधाओं को 
सिझने िें िदद की। 
  

प्रमशिण के दौरान अचधकारी प्रमशिुओं को जीवन भर का अनुभव प्रदान हुआ जि उन्हें राष्ट्ट्रपतत 
द्रौपदी िुिूट के साथ िात ीत करने का अवसर प्राप्त हुआ। राष्ट्ट्रपतत भवन िें आयोजजत इस 
कायटक्रि के दौरान प्रमशिुओं को अपने दहपा प्रमशिण अनुभवों को राष्ट्ट्रपतत के साथ साझा 
करने का अवसर मिला। https://www.punjabkesari.in/national/news/in-the-closing-

ceremony-of-course-cag-india-g-c-murmu-1743091 
 

6.                 MoEF&CC Has Incomplete Database on Waste Generation: CAG 

Report (thequint.com) 31 Dec 2022 
  
The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has created 

mechanisms to assess the build up of plastic waste. 
  
They have, however, developed no such mechanisms for the disposal and collection of waste, 

as declared by a report from the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India. This audit 

was conducted on 21 December 2022. 
  
MoEF&CC has been, due to the lack of any mechanisms related to waste collection, incapable 

of effectively implementing the Plastic Waste Management (PWM) Rules, 2016. The report 

also points out a lack of coordination with Pollution Control Boards on the Ministry's part. 
  
Audit Says MoEF&CC Not Promoting Recycle Friendly Products 
The performance audit revealed that while the MoEF&CC and the Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB) do have mechanisms for the assessment of waste generation, they do not have 

the complete database about all the various kinds of waste being generated countrywide. 
  
This could lead to insufficient recognition by policy makers and the public with respect to the 

requirements for efficient waste management. 
  
Additionally, there has also been inadequate promotion of recycle and reuse friendly products 

via the ministry's environmental education and consumer information programmes. 
  
There is a lack of centralised governance in regards to waste disposal. No single body has been 

identified for the proper monitoring of waste rules at the level of the Central Government. This 

has led to a gap in accountability that has rendered the rules of waste disposal entirely 

ineffective. 
  
The rules that were framed for safe disposal of waste failed to consider the disposal 

construction along with demolition waste, electronic waste and agricultural waste. 
  
The report reasoned that the mismanagement of waste disposal was because: 
  
"The problem of non-compliance to rules for the management and handling of municipal solid 

waste, bio-medical waste and plastic waste was further compounded by lax and inefficient 

monitoring. In the absence of efficient monitoring, violation of rules escaped detection." 

https://www.punjabkesari.in/national/news/in-the-closing-ceremony-of-course-cag-india-g-c-murmu-1743091
https://www.punjabkesari.in/national/news/in-the-closing-ceremony-of-course-cag-india-g-c-murmu-1743091
http://thequint.com/
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CAG Environment Reports on Waste Management 
CAG Recommendations 
The CAG report provided the following recommendations for the CPCB and the MoEF&CC 

to cover ground against the fallbacks noted in the report: 
  
-The CPCB should carry out periodical assessments of the amount of waste generated and 

create a database to aid policy making 
  
-MoEF&CC should create a database regarding the growth of various kinds of waste to analyse 

the factors contributing to the increase in waste generatio 
  
-MoEF&CC/CPCB should estimate the capacity to handle waste and ensure additional capacity 

of waste infrastructure for safe disposal 
  
-MoEF&CC may carry out pollution impact monitoring to study the effects of improper waste 

disposal. https://www.thequint.com/climate-change/cag-report-reveals-moefcc-that-
has-incomplete-database-on-waste-generation#read-more 
  
STATES NEWS ITEMS 
  
7.                 Bihar: CAG report on engineering institutes spark war of words between 

Government, opposition (theprint.in) 1 January, 2023 
  
A war of words erupted between the Nitish Kumar-led Grand Alliance government in Bihar 

and the Opposition BJP over a CAG report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic 

institutes in the state. 
  
A CAG report tabled in the state assembly recently said that the Science and Technology (S&T) 

department and the Building Construction department (BCD) surrendered 46 and 22 per cent 

of the total budget provision respectively during the period 2016-21 even as the state 

government in February 2016 sanctioned Rs 3,857 crore for the establishment of 46 

engineering colleges/polytechnic institutes under the ‘Avsar Badhe Aage Padhein’ (ABAP) 

scheme. 
  
“While the period of the scheme was up to March 2021, construction of 18 buildings out of 46 

was not completed despite provisioning of funds”, said the CAG’s (Performance and 

Compliance Audit) report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic institutes (for the 

year ended March 31, 2021). 
  
The report also pointed out that the S&T department could not implement the ABAP scheme 

properly due to an acute shortage of teaching and almost non-availability of non-teaching staff 

against the norms prescribed by the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) that 

could adversely affect the quality of technical education. 
  
While Sumit Kumar Singh, Bihar Science and Technology minister, said “ I can say with full 

confidence that except in Buxar district, engineering colleges in all districts in the state will 

start functioning from their premises after March this year.” Bihar BJP spokesperson Nikhil 

Anand claimed that though many new institutes of higher education have come up, older 

institutions of repute have collapsed. 

https://www.thequint.com/climate-change/cag-report-reveals-moefcc-that-has-incomplete-database-on-waste-generation%23read-more
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change/cag-report-reveals-moefcc-that-has-incomplete-database-on-waste-generation%23read-more
http://theprint.in/
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“The objective of the scheme was also defeated by the delayed acquisition of land, acquisition 

of unsuitable lands, non/delayed construction of buildings by the BCD, insufficient 

infrastructure, equipment, facilities etc. The intended objective of the scheme to provide quality 

technical and skill-based education could not be achieved even after five years,” the report said. 
  
The matter was reported to the state government in October 2020. Despite the reminder, a reply 

is awaited (April 2022), according to the CAG report. 
  
The Bihar Science and Technology minister told PTI, “I am not bothered about what the BJP 

is saying about the CAG report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic 

institutes…The government has already started recruiting teaching staff and the process will 

be completed this year. Besides, we have also hired teaching staff on a contract basis”. 
  
The BJP spokesperson said that the challenge was how to overhaul Bihar’s education system 

from its “present mess and chaos”. 
  
“Nitish Kumar is the sole person responsible for the collapse of the education system in Bihar. 

Since 2005, Kumar had kept the education department under JD(U)’s quota. Now he has given 

the baton to RJD. 
  
“The appointment system is very confusing and chaotic. We have still not been able to give 

monthly payments and pensions to the college and university teachers. The session of the 

courses is behind schedule. CAG reports since 2005 till date has exposed the Bihar 

government’s lack of vision and policy implementation in the field of education”, Anand 

said. https://theprint.in/india/bihar-cag-report-on-engineering-institutes-spark-war-of-
words-between-government-opposition/1292941/ 
8.                 CAG report sparks war of words between govt, 

oppn (timesofindia.indiatimes.com, news9live.com) 2 January, 2023 
  
Patna: A war of words erupted between the Nitish Kumarled Grand Alliance government and 

the opposition BJP over a CAG report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic 

institutes in the state. 
  
A CAG report tabled in the state assembly recently said that the science and technology (S&T) 

department and the building construction department (BCD) surrendered 46 and 22 per cent of 

the total budget provision respectively during the period 2016-21 even as the state government 

in February 2016 sanctioned Rs 3,857 crore for establishment of 46 engineering 

colleges/polytechnic institutes under the 'Avsar Badhe Aage Padhein' (ABAP) scheme. 
  
 “While the period of the scheme was up to March 2021, construction of 18 buildings out of 46 

was not completed despite provisioning of funds,” said the CAG's (Performance and 

Compliance Audit) report on the functioning of engineering and polytechnic institutes (for 

March 31, 2021).The report also pointed out that the S&T department could not implement the 

ABAP scheme properly due to an acute shortage of teaching and almost non-availability of 

non-teaching staff against the norms prescribed by the All India Council for Technical 

Education (AICTE) that could adversely affect the quality of technical education. 
  

https://theprint.in/india/bihar-cag-report-on-engineering-institutes-spark-war-of-words-between-government-opposition/1292941/
https://theprint.in/india/bihar-cag-report-on-engineering-institutes-spark-war-of-words-between-government-opposition/1292941/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://news9live.com/
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While Sumit Kumar Singh, science and technology minister said, “I can say with full 

confidence that except Buxar district, engineering colleges in all districts in the state will start 

functioning from their premises after March this year.” 
  
State BJP spokesperson Nikhil Anand claimed that though many new institutes of higher 

education have come up, older institutions of repute have collapsed. 
  
“The objective of the scheme was also defeated by the delayed acquisition of land, acquisition 

of unsuitable lands, non/delayed construction of buildings by the BCD, insufficient 

infrastructure, equipment, facilities etc. The intended objective of the scheme to provide quality 

technical and skill-based education could not be achieved even after five years,” the report said. 
  
The matter was reported to the state government in October 2020. Despite the reminder, a reply 

is awaited (April 2022), according to the CAG report. The science and technology minister told 

PTI, “I am not bothered about what the BJP is saying about the CAG report on the functioning 

of engineering and polytechnic institutes…The government has already started recruiting 

teaching staff and the process will be completed this year. Besides, we have also hired teaching 

staff on a contract basis.” 
  
The BJP spokesperson said the challenge was how to overhaul state’s education system from 

its “present mess and chaos”. 
  
“Nitish Kumar is the sole person responsible for the collapse of the education system. Since 

2005, Kumar had kept the education department under JD(U)'s quota. Now he has given the 

baton to RJD. 
  
“The appointment system is very confusing and chaotic. We have still not been able to give 

monthly payments and pensions to college and university teachers. The session of the courses 

is behind schedule. CAG reports since 2005 till date has exposed the state government's lack 

of vision and policy implementation in the field of education,” Anand 

said. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/cag-report-sparks-war-of-words-
between-govt-oppn/articleshow/96672070.cms 
 

9.                 इींजीतनयररींग और पॉललटेक्क्नक सींस्थानों पर कैग ररपोटच को लेकर सरकार, ववपक्ष 
के बीच 
वाकयुद्ध (hindi.theprint.in, bhasha.ptinews.com, ibc24.in, prabhasakshi.com, amritvic

har.com) 1 January, 2023 
  

बिहार िें इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर भारत के तनयंत्रक एव ं
िहालेखा परीिक (कैग) की एक ररपोर्ट को लेकर िुख्यिंत्री नीतीश कुिार की अगुवाई वाली 
राज्य की िहागठिंधन सरकार और पवपिी दल भारतीय जनता पार्ी (भाजपा) के िी  वाकयुद्ध 
तछड गया है। 
  

इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर 31 िा ट, 2021 को सिाप्त वषट को 
लेकर हाल ही िें बिहार पवधानसभा िें पेश कैग ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया है कक पवज्ञान और 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/cag-report-sparks-war-of-words-between-govt-oppn/articleshow/96672070.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/cag-report-sparks-war-of-words-between-govt-oppn/articleshow/96672070.cms
http://hindi.theprint.in/
http://bhasha.ptinews.com/
http://ibc24.in/
http://prabhasakshi.com/
http://amritvichar.com/
http://amritvichar.com/
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प्रौद्योचगकी (एसएंडर्ी) पवभाग और भवन तनिाटण पवभाग (िीसीडी) ने 2016-21 की अवचध के 
दौरान कुल िजर् प्रावधान का क्रिश: 46 और 22 प्रततशत वापस ककया जिकक राज्य सरकार 
ने फरवरी 2016 िें ‘अवसर िढे आगे पढें ’ (एिीएपी) योजना के तहत 46 इंजीतनयररगं 
कॉलेजों/पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों की स्थापना के मलए 3,857 करोड रुपये िजूंर ककए थे। 
  

ररपोर्ट के अनुसार योजना की अवचध िा ट 2021 तक थी और 46 िें से 18 भवनों का तनिाटण 
धन के प्रावधान के िावजूद पूरा नहीं हुआ। 
  

कैग ररपोर्ट के अनुसार अखखल भारतीय तकनीकी मशिा पररषद (एआईसीर्ीई) द्वारा तनधाटररत 
िानदंडों के खखलाफ मशिण कमिटयों की भारी किी और गैर मशिण किट ाररयों की लगभग 
अनुपलब्धता के कारण बिहार का पवज्ञान एवं प्रौद्योचगकी पवभाग इस योजना को ठीक से लागू 
नहीं कर सका जो कक तकनीकी मशिा की गुणवत्ता को प्रततकूल रूप से प्रभापवत कर सकता 
है। 
  

कैग ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया है कक योजना का उद्देश्य भूमि के पवलंबित अचधग्रहण, अनुपयुक्त 
भूमि के अचधग्रहण, भवन तनिाटण पवभाग द्वारा भवनों के गैर/पवलंबित तनिाटण तथा अपयाटप्त 
िुतनयादी ढां े, उपकरण, सुपवधाओं आदद से भी पवफल रहा। इसके अनुसार योजना का उद्देश्य 
गुणवत्तापूणट तकनीकी और कौशल आधाररत मशिा प्रदान करना था लेककन इसे पां  साल िाद 
भी हामसल नहीं ककया जा सका। 
  

ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया है कक िािला राज्य सरकार को प्रततवेददत (अक्रू्िर 2020) ककया गया 
था पर अनुस्िारक के िावजूद उत्तर प्रतीक्षित (अप्रैल 2022) है। 
  

कैग की ररपोर्ट पर बिहार भाजपा के प्रवक्ता तनखखल आनंद ने अपनी प्रततकक्रया व्यक्त करते 
हुए कहा, ‘‘बिहार िें मशिा व्यवस्था की िदहाली के मलए अकेले नीतीश कुिार जजम्िेदार 
हैं। 2005 से मशिा पवभाग नीतीश कुिार की पार्ी जदयू के पास था। अि उन्होंने राजद 
(राष्ट्ट्रीय जनता दल) को इसकी किान सौंपी है। 
  

आनंद ने कहा कक जहां तक उच्  मशिा की िात है तो कई नए संस्थान खुल गए हैं लेककन 
पुराने प्रततजष्ट्ठत संस्थानों की जस्थतत  रिरा गई है। उन्होंने कहा, ‘‘तनयजुक्त प्रणाली िहुत 
भ्रािक और अराजक है। हि अभी भी कॉलेज और पवश्वपवद्यालय के मशिकों को िामसक 
भुगतान और पेंशन नहीं दे पाए हैं। पाठ्यक्रि का सत्र तनधाटररत सिय से दो से पां  वषट पीछे 
है।’’ 
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उन्होंने आरोप लगाया कक 2005 से आज तक लगातार कैग की ररपोर्ट ने मशिा के िेत्र िें 
बिहार सरकार की दृजष्ट्र् और नीतत कायाटन्वयन की किी को उजागर ककया है। उन्होंने आरोप 
लगाते हुए कहा कक बिहार की मशिा व्यवस्था रसातल के गतट िें है। उन्होंने कहा कक भपवष्ट्य 
की  ुनौती यह है कक बिहार की मशिा प्रणाली को उसकी वतटिान गडिडी और अराजकता से 
कैसे उिारा जाए। 
  

कैग की ररपोर्ट पर प्रततकक्रया देते हुए बिहार के पवज्ञान एवं प्रौद्योचगकी िंत्री सुमित कुिार 
मसहं ने पीर्ीआई-भाषा से कहा, ‘‘इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर कैग 
की ररपोर्ट के िारे िें भाजपा क्या कह रही है, िझेु इसकी परवाह नहीं है। िैं पूरे पवश्वास के 
साथ कह सकता हंू कक इस साल िा ट के िाद िक्सर जजले को छोडकर प्रदेश के सभी जजलों 
िें इंजीतनयररगं कॉलेज अपने पररसर से काि करना शुरू कर देंगे। सरकार ने मशिण किट ाररयों 
की भती पहले ही शुरू कर दी है और यह प्रकक्रया इसी साल पूरी हो जाएगी।’’ 
  

उन्होंने कहा, ‘‘इसके अलावा हिने अनुिंध के आधार पर मशिण किी भी तनयुक्त ककये 
हैं।’’ https://hindi.theprint.in/india/war-of-words-between-government-and-opposition-

over-cag-report-on-engineering-and-polytechnic-institutes/448897/ 
 

10.            बबहार इींजीतनयररींग, पॉललटेक्क्नक कॉलेजों पर ‘खुलासा’, आया ट चर बहाल  का भी 
अपडेट (tv9hindi.com) Updated: 2 Jan 2023 

  

बिहार िें इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों पर िडा खुलासा हुआ है. भारत के तनयंत्रक 
एवं िहालेखा परीिक (CAG) की एक ररपोर्ट िें ये खुलासे हुए हैं जजसने एक िार कफर Bihar िें 
मशिा व्यवस्था की िदहाली की सूरत ददखाई है. कैग की ररपोर्ट आने के िाद इस िुद्दे पर 
जहां मसयासत गिट हो हई है. वहीं भाजपा पर पलर्वार करते हुए जदयू के एक िंत्री ने इन 
कॉलेजों िें होने वाली र्ी र भती पर भी िडा अपडेर् दे ददया है. जातनए क्या है Bihar 
Engineering, Polytechnic Colleges का ताजा अपडेर्? 

  

बिहार िें इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर 31 िा ट, 2021 को सिाप्त 
वषट को लेकर हाल ही िें बिहार पवधानसभा िें कैग ररपोर्ट पेश हुई. जजसिें जिीनी हकीकत 
सािने आई. 
  

फीं ड लमला, कफर भी नह ीं बने कैं पस 

ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया है कक पवज्ञान एवं प्रौद्योचगकी पवभाग और भवन तनिाटण पवभाग (िीसीडी) 
न े2016-21 की अवचध के दौरान कुल िजर् प्रावधान का क्रिश: 46 और 22 प्रततशत वापस 
ककया. जिकक राज्य सरकार ने फरवरी 2016 िें ‘अवसर िढे आगे पढें ’ योजना के 

https://hindi.theprint.in/india/war-of-words-between-government-and-opposition-over-cag-report-on-engineering-and-polytechnic-institutes/448897/
https://hindi.theprint.in/india/war-of-words-between-government-and-opposition-over-cag-report-on-engineering-and-polytechnic-institutes/448897/
http://tv9hindi.com/
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तहत 46 इंजीतनयररगं कॉलेजों/ पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों की स्थापना के मलए 3,857 करोड रुपये 
िंजूर ककए थे. योजना की अवचध िा ट 2021 तक थी. फंड के िावजूद 46 िें से 18 भवनों 
का तनिाटण पूरा नहीं हुआ. 
  

न ट चर हैं, न नॉन ट चचींग स्टाफ 

CAG Report के अनुसार अखखल भारतीय तकनीकी मशिा पररषद (AICTE) द्वारा तनधाटररत 
िानदंडों के खखलाफ इन संस्थानों िें मशिण कमिटयों की भारी किी है और गैर मशिण किट ारी 
तो ना के िरािर हैं. बिहार का पवज्ञान एवं प्रौद्योचगकी पवभाग इस योजना को ठीक से लागू 
नहीं कर सका जो कक रे्जक्नकल एजुकेशन की क्वामलर्ी को िुरी तरह प्रभापवत कर सकता है. 
  

कैग की ररपोर्ट पर बिहार भाजपा के प्रवक्ता तनखखल आनंद ने कहा, ‘बिहार िें मशिा व्यवस्था 
की िदहाली के मलए अकेले नीतीश कुिार जजम्िेदार हैं. 2005 स े मशिा पवभाग Nitish 
Kumar की पार्ी JDU के पास था. अि उन्होंने राजद (राष्ट्ट्रीय जनता दल) को इसकी किान 
सौंपी है. जहां तक उच्  मशिा की िात है तो कई नए संस्थान खुल गए हैं, लेककन पुराने 
प्रततजष्ट्ठत संस्थानों की जस्थतत  रिरा गई है. तनयुजक्त प्रणाली िहुत भ्रािक और अराजक है. 
हि अभी भी कॉलेज और पवश्वपवद्यालय के मशिकों को िामसक भुगतान और पेंशन नहीं दे 
पाए हैं. पाठ्यक्रि का सत्र तनधाटररत सिय से दो से पां  साल पीछे है.’ 
  

ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया है कक योजना का उद्देश्य भूमि के पवलंबित अचधग्रहण, अनुपयुक्त भूमि 
के अचधग्रहण, भवन तनिाटण पवभाग द्वारा भवनों के गैर/ पवलंबित तनिाटण तथा अपयाटप्त 
िुतनयादी ढां े, उपकरण, सुपवधाओं आदद से भी पवफल रहा. 
  

बबहार तकनीकक लशक्षा: ट चचींग स्टाफ की भती 
कैग ररपोर्ट पर प्रततकक्रया देते हुए बिहार के पवज्ञान एवं प्रौद्योचगकी िंत्री सुमित कुिार मसहं 
ने कहा, ‘इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर कैग की ररपोर्ट के िारे िें 
भाजपा क्या कह रही है, िुझे इसकी परवाह नहीं है. िैं पूरे पवश्वास के साथ कह सकता हंू कक 
इस साल िा ट के िाद िक्सर जजले को छोडकर बिहार के सभी जजलों िें इंजीतनयररगं कॉलेज 
अपने कैं पस से काि करना शुरू कर देंगे. सरकार ने र्ीच गं स्र्ाफ की भती पहले ही शुरू कर 
दी है. यह प्रकक्रया इसी साल पूरी हो जाएगी. इसके अलावा हिने कॉन्टै्रक्र् पर र्ी र की िहाली 
भी की है.’ https://www.tv9hindi.com/career/bihar-engineering-and-polytechnic-

colleges-faculty-recruitment-and-infrastructure-au246-1639822.html 
 

  

https://www.tv9hindi.com/career/bihar-engineering-and-polytechnic-colleges-faculty-recruitment-and-infrastructure-au246-1639822.html
https://www.tv9hindi.com/career/bihar-engineering-and-polytechnic-colleges-faculty-recruitment-and-infrastructure-au246-1639822.html
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11.            'बबहार में लशक्षा व्यवस्था की बदहाल  के ललए नीतीश क्जम्मेदार', CAG की नई 
ररपोटच पर बीजेपी ने घेरा, बबहार में गरमाई 
लसयासत (navbharattimes.indiatimes.com) Updated: 2 Jan 2023 

  

बिहार िें इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों को लेकर CAG (कैग) की एक ररपोर्ट पर 
मसयासी पारा  ढ गया है। सत्तापि और पवपि के िी  आरोप-प्रत्यारोप का दौर शुरू हो गया 
है। िुख्य पवपिी पार्ी िीजेपी इस ररपोर्ट को लेकर बिहार के सीएि नीतीश कुिार को घेर रही। 
िीजेपी नेता तनखखल आनंद ने कहा कक राज्य िें मशिा व्यवस्था की िदहाली के मलए अकेले 
नीतीश कुिार जजम्िेदार हैं। वहीं बिहार सरकार के िंत्री सुमित मसहं ने कहा कक कैग की ररपोर्ट 
पर िीजेपी क्या कह रही है, िुझे इसकी परवाह नहीं है। उन्होंने कहा कक िैं पूरे पवश्वास के 
साथ कह सकता हंू कक इस साल िा ट के िाद िक्सर को छोडकर सभी जजलों िें इंजीतनयररगं 
कॉलेज अपने पररसर से काि करना शुरू कर देंगे। आखखर ररपोर्ट िें क्या है जजसको लेकर 
बिहार िें गरिाई मसयासत? 

  

इींजीतनयररींग और पॉललटेक्क्नक सींस्थानों पर कैग ररपोटच 
इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर हाल ही िें बिहार पवधानसभा िें कैग 
ररपोर्ट पेश की गई। इसिें कहा गया कक पवज्ञान-प्रौद्योचगकी पवभाग और भवन तनिाटण पवभाग 
न े2016-21 की अवचध के दौरान कुल िजर् प्रावधान का क्रिश: 46 और 22 फीसदी वापस 
ककया। राज्य सरकार ने फरवरी 2016 िें 'अवसर िढे आगे पढें ' योजना के 
तहत 46 इंजीतनयररगं कॉलेजों/पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों की स्थापना के मलए 3,857 करोड रुपये 
िंजूर ककए थे। ररपोर्ट के अनुसार, योजना की अवचध िा ट 2021 तक थी और 46 िें 
स े18 बिजल्डगं तनिाटण के मलए फंड का प्रावधान होने के िावजूद पूरा नहीं हुआ। 
  

ररपोटच के बाद बबहार में चढा लसयासी पारा 
कैग ररपोर्ट के अनुसार, अखखल भारतीय तकनीकी मशिा पररषद (AICTE) की ओर से तनधाटररत 
िानदंडों के खखलाफ मशिकों की भारी किी है। गैर मशिण किट ाररयों की लगभग अनुपलब्धता 
के कारण बिहार का पवज्ञान और प्रौद्योचगकी पवभाग इस योजना को ठीक से लागू नहीं कर 
सका। तकनीकी मशिा की गुणवत्ता को प्रततकूल रूप से प्रभापवत कर सकता है। 
  

ररपोटच में उठाए गए ये बड़े सवाल 

कैग ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया है कक योजना का उद्देश्य जिीन के देरी से अचधग्रहण, अपयाटप्त 
िुतनयादी ढां े, सुपवधाओं आदद से भी पवफल रहा। इसके अनुसार, योजना का उद्देश्य 
गुणवत्तापूणट तकनीकी और कौशल आधाररत मशिा प्रदान करना था लेककन इसे पां  साल िाद 

http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/
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भी हामसल नहीं ककया जा सका। ररपोर्ट िें कहा गया कक िािला राज्य सरकार को भेजा गया 
था, लेककन जवाि का इंतजार है। 
  

लशक्षा व्यवस्था की बदहाल  के ललए नीतीश क्जम्मेदार- तनखखल आनींद 

कैग की ररपोर्ट पर बिहार िीजेपी प्रवक्ता तनखखल आनंद ने कहा कक राज्य िें मशिा व्यवस्था 
की िदहाली के मलए अकेले नीतीश कुिार जजम्िेदार हैं। 2005 से मशिा पवभाग नीतीश कुिार 
की पार्ी जदयू के पास था। अि उन्होंने राजद को इसकी किान सौंपी है। उन्होंने कहा कक 
जहां तक उच्  मशिा की िात है तो कई नए संस्थान खुल गए हैं लेककन पुराने प्रततजष्ट्ठत 
संस्थानों की जस्थतत  रिरा गई है। 
  

बीजेपी बोल - तनयुक्क्त प्रकिया बहुत ह  भ्रामक 

तनखखल आनंद ने कहा कक तनयुजक्त प्रणाली िहुत भ्रािक है। हि अभी भी कॉलेज और 
पवश्वपवद्यालय के मशिकों को िामसक भुगतान और पेंशन नहीं दे पाए हैं। पाठ्यक्रि का सत्र 
तनधाटररत सिय से दो से पां  साल पीछे है। उन्होंने आरोप लगाया कक 2005 से आज तक 
लगातार कैग की ररपोर्ट ने मशिा के िेत्र िें बिहार सरकार की दृजष्ट्र् और नीतत कायाटन्वयन 
की किी को उजागर ककया है। बिहार की मशिा व्यवस्था रसातल के गतट िें है। उन्होंने कहा 
कक भपवष्ट्य की  ुनौती यह है कक बिहार की मशिा प्रणाली को उसकी वतटिान गडिडी और 
अराजकता से कैसे उिारा जाए। 
  

बबहार के ववज्ञान-प्रौद्योचगकी मींत्री ने क्या कहा? 

कैग की ररपोर्ट पर बिहार के पवज्ञान और प्रौद्योचगकी िंत्री सुमित कुिार मसहं ने ररएक्र् ककया 
है। उन्होंने कहा कक इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर कैग की ररपोर्ट 
के िारे िें िीजेपी क्या कह रही है, िुझे इसकी परवाह नहीं है। िैं पूरे पवश्वास के साथ कह 
सकता हंू कक इस साल िा ट के िाद िक्सर को छोडकर प्रदेश के सभी जजलों िें इंजीतनयररगं 
कॉलेज अपने पररसर स ेकाि करना शुरू कर देंगे। सरकार ने मशिण किट ाररयों की भती 
पहले ही शुरू कर दी है और यह प्रकक्रया इसी साल पूरी हो जाएगी। उन्होंने कहा कक इसके 
अलावा हिने अनुिधं के आधार पर मशिण किी भी तनयुक्त ककए 
हैं। https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/bihar/patna/cag-report-on-

engineering-polytechnic-institutes-bjp-targets-nitish-kumar-govt-know-
reason/articleshow/96673211.cms 
  

https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/bihar/patna/cag-report-on-engineering-polytechnic-institutes-bjp-targets-nitish-kumar-govt-know-reason/articleshow/96673211.cms
https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/bihar/patna/cag-report-on-engineering-polytechnic-institutes-bjp-targets-nitish-kumar-govt-know-reason/articleshow/96673211.cms
https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/bihar/patna/cag-report-on-engineering-polytechnic-institutes-bjp-targets-nitish-kumar-govt-know-reason/articleshow/96673211.cms
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12.            कैग ररपोटच को लेकर बबहार सरकार और बीजेपी आमने-सामने, मींत्री सुलमत कुमार 
लसींह ने कह  ये बात (zeenews.india.com) Updated: 1 Jan 2023 

  

भारत के तनयंत्रक एवं िहालेखा परीिक (कैग) ने हाल िें ही  बिहार िें इंजीतनयररगं और 
पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर एक ररपोर्ट दी है. जजस पर अि बिहार सरकार और 
िीजेपी के िी   वाकयुद्ध शुरू हो गया है. िीजेपी इसको लेकर राज्य सरकार पर हिलावर है. 
  

बिहार पवधानसभा िें पेश हुई कैग की ररपोर्ट 
  

कैग की ररपोर्ट िताया है, "पवज्ञान और प्रौद्योचगकी (एसएंडर्ी) पवभाग और भवन तनिाटण 
पवभाग (िीसीडी) ने 2026:22 की अवचध के दौरान कुल िजर् प्रावधान का 
क्रिश: 46 और 22 प्रततशत वापस कर ददया है. बिहार सरकार ने फरवरी 2026 िें 'अवसर 
िढे आगे पढें ' (एिीएपी) योजना के तहत 46 इंजीतनयररगं कॉलेजों/पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के 
मलए  3,857 करोड रुपये की िंजूरी दी थी. इस योजना के अनुसार 2022 तक इन इिरतों 
का तनिाटण होना था लेककन अभी तक 28 भवनों का तनिाटण अभी तक नहीं हुआ है. 
  

कैग की ररपोर्ट िें ये भी िताया है कक इस योजना उद्देश्य छात्रों को गुणवत्तापूणट तकनीकी और 
कौशल आधाररत मशिा देना लेककन अभी दर्क इसे हामसल नहीं ककया जा सका है. 
  

बीजेपी ने ककया पलटवार 

इस ररपोर्ट को लेकर िीजेपी ने नीतीश सरकार पर हिला िोला है. बिहार भाजपा के प्रवक्ता 
तनखखल आनंद ने कहा है कक राज्य िें मशिा की िदहाली के मलए CM नीतीश कुिार ही 
जजम्िेदार है. 2005 से ही मशिा पवभाग JDU के पास है. अि ये पवभाग RJD के पास है. 
इसके अलावा उन्होंने कहा कक उच्  मशिा की िात करें तो नए संस्थान तो खुल गए हैं लेककन 
पुराने प्रततजष्ट्ठत संस्थानों के हालात काफी ज्यादा ख़राि हो गई है. 
  

मींत्री सुलमत कुमार लसींह ने ककया पलटवार 

  

इंजीतनयररगं और पॉमलरे्जक्नक संस्थानों के कािकाज पर कैग की ररपोर्ट को लेकर बिहार के 
पवज्ञान एवं प्रौद्योचगकी िंत्री सुमित कुिार मसहं ने कहा कक िीजेपी क्या कह रही है, िुझे इस 
िारें िें कोई भी च तंा नहीं है. इस साल िा ट के िाद से ही िक्सर जजले को छोडकर प्रदेश के 
सभी जजलों िें इंजीतनयररगं कॉलेज शुरू हो जाएाँगे. इसके अलावा मशिण किट ाररयों की भती 
भी शुरू हो गई है. https://zeenews.india.com/hindi/india/bihar-jharkhand/patna/bihar-

government-and-opposition-over-cag-report-on-engineering-and-polytechnic-
institutes/1510647 

http://zeenews.india.com/
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13.            CAG report slams Maharashtra govt over six irrigation 

projects (indianexpress.com) Updated: December 31, 2022 
  
The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India’s performance audit of six delayed 

surface irrigation projects in Maharashtra shows that the irrigation potential created by them 

was unsatisfactory and the agricultural production did not increase as planned. 
  
The six medium irrigation projects – Andhali in Satara district, Pimpalgaon (Dhale) in Solapur, 

Purna in Amaravati, Sondyatola in Bhandara as well as Haranghat and Wagholibuti in 

Chandrapur – were studied by the CAG. Each of these projects have been delayed by over to 

15 to 25 years for reasons such as delay in land acquisition, unavailability of funds, change in 

scope of project and design and incomplete work of pipeline distribution network. 
  
The report observed that multiple revisions in administrative approvals prolonged the 

construction phase and there was also a significant increase in the cost of the project. 
  
The Andhali project was given administrative approval (AA) in April 1977. Its original 

estimated cost (OEC) was Rs 1.15 crore, which rose to Rs 17.97 crore. Pimpalgaon (Dhale) 

received AA in June 1994; its OEC of Rs 10.01 crore rose to Rs 95.39 crore. Purna received 

AA in July 1994; its OEC of Rs 36.45 crore went up to Rs 259.34 crore. Haranghat was given 

AA in February 1996; its OEC of Rs 12.19 crore rose to Rs 49.21 crore. Sondyatola and 

Wagholibuti were given AAs in May 1995 and November 1993, respectively. The OECs of Rs 

13.33 crore and Rs 9.50 crore went up to Rs 124.93 crore and Rs 53.22 crore, respectively. 
  
The report pointed out that the target irrigation potential could not be achieved in any of the 

six projects. “The utilisation of the irrigation potential actually created was also unsatisfactory. 

As a result, agriculture production did not increase as planned in the detailed project reports,” 

it said. The report has also said that no prior clearance from the Central Water Commission 

was acquired for the six projects. It added that though the AAs were issued before 2003, it was 

mandatory for all these projects to obtain clearance from the 

CWC. https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/cag-report-slams-maharashtra-
govt-over-six-irrigation-projects-8353187/ 
 

14.            Bird-hit threats at Navi Mumbai airport being ignored, activists write to 

CAG (deccanherald.com) JAN 02, 2023 
  
Bird-hit threats to flights at the upcoming Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) have 

loomed large as the project proponent CIDCO has neglected all warnings from research bodies 

and environmentalists, Navi Mumbai-based activists warn. 
  
The year 2022 has seen NGOs such as NatConnect Foundation and Save Navi Mumbai 

Environment Forum, Vanshakti, Kharghar Hill and Wetland Forum, Parsik Greens Forum 

among others raising a series of strong objections to the extension of environmental clearance 

for the airport project based on a “false” impact assessment report, activists said in a joint 

statement.  
  

http://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/cag-report-slams-maharashtra-govt-over-six-irrigation-projects-8353187/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/cag-report-slams-maharashtra-govt-over-six-irrigation-projects-8353187/
http://deccanherald.com/
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The EIA incorporates the BNHS recommendations that the migratory bird destinations, namely 

the wetlands, of Navi Mumbai would have to be protected so as not to disturb the bird landing 

pattern.  
  
"The ground reality is, however, that the major wetlands such as Belpada and Bhendkhal in 

Uran have been either partially or completely buried and the one at Panje constantly goes dry 

as the intertidal water flow is blocked forcing the birds to fly helter-skelter,” NatConnect 

Foundation director B N Kumar said. 
  
NatConnect has complained to the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) against 

environmental violations in the airport project. 
  
Veteran activist Nandakumar Pawar, head of Sagar Shakti, the marine division of NGO 

Vanashakti pointed out that CIDCO has allotted a 3.48 hectare plot for NMMC’s super 

speciality hospital and almost a third of the area falls under CRZ1. 
  
“It is very strange that CIDCO which cannot even touch CRZ1 plots goes to the extent of 

floating tenders and collecting money while asking the bidders to get necessary permissions,” 

Pawar lamented. 
  
In a major development, the State Human Rights Commission as well as the LokAyukta have 

taken cognisance of media reports about cutting of Parsik Hill slopes under the guise of 

beautification, thus threatening the buildings on top of the hill. NMMC which did on-the-spot 

inspection has also pointed out violations in this. 
  
“We pin our hopes on the HRC which will have a final hearing on January 12,” said Vishnu 

Joshi, convenor of Parsik Greens Forum. 
  
Meanwhile, Kharghar Hills continue to face threats either from the ongoing quarrying and hill 

cutting for the Golf Course or by forest fires. CIDCO’s plan for a massive township on the hill 

plateau is being vehemently opposed by local activists. 
  
“This is because CIDCO has given a go-by to its own plan for a Nature Park on the hill and 

now embarked on a township plan,” said Jyoti Nadkarni of Kharghar Hill and Wetland 

Forum. https://www.deccanherald.com/national/west/bird-hit-threats-at-navi-mumbai-
airport-being-ignored-activists-write-to-cag-1177134.html 
 

15.            Short and non-deduction of house rent from employees, Assam Government 

losing Rs 27 cr per annum (sentinelassam.com) January 01, 2023 
  
Around 30,000 employees were staying in government accommodation as of 2020. 

According to the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) 
  
GUWAHATI: The state government has been losing revenue to the tune of around Rs 27 crore 

per annum since 2017 due to either short-deduction or non-deduction of monthly house rent 

from the salaries of government employees who are staying in government quarters. 
  
Based on the recommendation of the 7th Pay Commission, Assam's Finance Department had 

issued an order in April, 2017 for deduction of 10 per cent of basic pay per month from the 

salaries of government employees staying in government accommodation. Prior to this order, 

https://www.deccanherald.com/national/west/bird-hit-threats-at-navi-mumbai-airport-being-ignored-activists-write-to-cag-1177134.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/west/bird-hit-threats-at-navi-mumbai-airport-being-ignored-activists-write-to-cag-1177134.html
http://sentinelassam.com/


21 
 

the house rent deduction in case of government employees had been fixed at various lump-sum 

categories with an upper ceiling of Rs 700 and Rs 1,000. 
  
As per official records, around 30,000 employees were staying in government accommodation 

as of 2020. According to the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), in the case of 

some employees, monthly house rent of Rs 1,590 ought to have been deducted on the basis of 

10 per cent of basic pay. However, house rent of only Rs 1,000 per month had been deducted 

from such employees. On the other hand, fixed amounts ranging from Rs 500 to Rs 700 were 

being deducted from some other employees with no reference to their respective basic pay. 
  
The CAG also found that 993 police personnel under the Home Department were residing in 

government quarters as of March, 2022 without paying any house rent at all. 
  
The CAG has recommended that the government should take immediate action to ensure 

deduction of the due house rent from the employees staying in government accommodation 

and also recover the outstanding dues from them at the 

earliest. https://www.sentinelassam.com/topheadlines/short-and-non-deduction-of-
house-rent-from-employees-assam-government-losing-rs-27-cr-per-annum-630951 
 

16.            16 Karnataka officials booked in graft case worth ₹79 

cr (hindustantimes.com) Dec 31, 2022 
  
The Nanjanagudu town police in Mysuru district have registered a case against a senior 

Karnataka Administrative Service (KAS) officer and 15 others on charges of cheating the state 

government to the tune of ₹79.29 crore by creating fake documents. 
  
The case was registered against erstwhile Nanjanagudu tahsildar, A Naveen Joseph, erstwhile 

land tribunal president B Krishna Murthy, Shirastedar Ramesh Babu, revenue inspector 

Shivaraj, village accountant Venkatesh and nine fake land owners under sections 

406,409,468,471, 420, 465, 149, 120B, and section 192 of Karnataka Land Reforms Act 1964, 

following a complaint by current tahsildar Shivamurthy. 
  
“All the accused in 2010 and 2011 got the ownership of land through land tribunal by creating 

fake documents,” Shivamurthy said in his complaint. He said 891 acres of land bearing Survey 

No. 390 to 424 in Himmavu village was in the name of Swamiji Sri Mahanta Krishnanandagiri 

Goswami of Tripura Bhairavi Mutt, Mysuru. 
  
After the death of Swamiji, his relatives moved an application before the land tribunal claiming 

ownership of the land. The then chairman of the land tribunal, H.K. Krishnamurthy, granted 

891 acres of land to nine persons on September 14, 2011, violating norms, the complaint said. 
  
Based on land tribunal orders, the nine accused, Satyabhama, Sonu Sudheer, 

Bhishmapitamaha, Kuldeep Prakash, Shobalatha, Hemalatha, Nisha Verma, Anjana Sharma, 

and Vijaya Lakshmi, applied for khata (ownership) in tahsildar’s office. The then tahsildar 

Naveen Joseph and officials created the ownership in the name of the nine ineligible persons 

even without obtaining a family tree and death certificate, mentioning land tribunal order, the 

complaint stated. 
  

https://www.sentinelassam.com/topheadlines/short-and-non-deduction-of-house-rent-from-employees-assam-government-losing-rs-27-cr-per-annum-630951
https://www.sentinelassam.com/topheadlines/short-and-non-deduction-of-house-rent-from-employees-assam-government-losing-rs-27-cr-per-annum-630951
http://hindustantimes.com/
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Then the ineligible land owners availed compensation of ₹6 crore to 11 crores amounting to 

₹79.29 crore from the Karnataka Industrial area development board (KIADB) after the board 

acquired the land, the complaint added. 
  
Following the complaint by RTI worker K N Nagendra, the state chief secretary ordered a 

probe. The auditor general office also found irregularities in the issue and sent the report to the 

government that ₹79.29 crores loss to the exchequer. 
  
The state government ordered a criminal case against all the accused and asked the local police 

to hand over the case to the CID for probe on December 7. 
  
“We have received a complaint against all the 16 accused and registered an FIR under various 

sections of the IPC. As per procedure. Police registered a case and would hand over the case to 

the CID for probe in a couple of days,” Mysuru additional superintendent of police Dr Nandini 

said. 
  
The police have no role in the investigation as the government handed over the case to the CID, 

she added. https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/16-karnataka-
officials-booked-in-graft-case-worth-79-cr-101672426212557.html 
  
SELECTED NEWS ITEMS/ARTICLES FOR READING 
  
17.            How will the free foodgrain scheme work out? (thehindu.com) January 01, 2023 
  
In a Cabinet decision on December 23, the Centre decided to provide 5 kg of free foodgrains 

per month for the 81 crore beneficiaries of the National Food Security Act (NFSA) during 

2023, rather than charging them a subsidised amount of ₹3 a kg of rice, ₹2 a kg of wheat and 

₹1 a kg of coarse cereal as is currently done. This will soften the blow of the termination of the 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY), which has provided an additional 5 

kg of free grains every month to NFSA beneficiaries after being launched as an emergency 

measure in response to the COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020 and received multiple 

extensions since. 
  
What is the impact of this measure on the food subsidy bill? 
In a normal year, without COVID disruptions, the Centre’s food subsidy bill on account of the 

NFSA amounted to around ₹2 lakh crore. The PMGKAY effectively doubled that sum for the 

past two years. Now that the Centre plans to give free foodgrains under the NFSA for a year, 

it will spend an additional ₹15,000 crore to ₹16,000 crore on that. However, the Centre will 

save around ₹2 lakh crore by ending the PMGKAY scheme. Overall, the move will relieve a 

major burden on the Union Budget. 
  
What does this mean for foodgrain stocks? 
Experts point out that the move will be even more of a relief for stressed foodgrain stocks. The 

annual foodgrain requirement for the NFSA is about 520 lakh tonnes, while the PMGKAY 

required an additional 480 lakh tonnes, according to Food Ministry officials. (The difference 

comes from the fact that the poorest families coming under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana 

category received 35 kg a family every month under the NFSA, but received 5 kg per person 

under the PMGKAY.) At the time when the PMGKAY was launched, foodgrain production, 

government procurement and government stocks were regularly breaching record levels. 
  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/16-karnataka-officials-booked-in-graft-case-worth-79-cr-101672426212557.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/16-karnataka-officials-booked-in-graft-case-worth-79-cr-101672426212557.html
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In 2022, however, the situation is different. Rice and wheat harvests have both been lower this 

year, hit by climatic events and fertilizer shortages in some areas. The global stress due to the 

Russia-Ukraine war has also led to a situation of high foodgrain inflation. 
  
India’s wheat stocks in particular, have dipped dangerously close to the required buffer stock 

levels, with the Centre resorting to a ban on exports to ensure food security for the domestic 

market. 
  
It has also been forced to substantially reduce wheat allocations under the Public Distribution 

System, and substitute wheat supply with rice in States such as Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

Continuing the PMGKAY would have been unsustainable without further increasing 

procurement levels. 
  
Former Agriculture Secretary Siraj Hussain estimates that the Central pool may have just 159 

lakh tonnes of wheat on January 1, 2023, barely above the buffer norm of 138 lakh tonnes. “At 

the end of the day, continuing PMGKAY was more a problem of grain, not cash. If procurement 

is not high enough, how can it be continued?” he said. The government also needs wheat for 

the open market sale scheme, he added. 
  
What are the political implications? 
“This is definitely a political move,” says economist Pronab Sen, a former Chief Statistician of 

India. “A purely economic decision here would have been to end the PMGKAY, which was 

always meant to be a temporary measure, and return to a normal pre-COVID situation. But this 

free foodgrain announcement is damage control, to combat any adverse fallout from ending 

PMGKAY,” he added. 
  
If this announcement was meant to dampen backlash against the end of the PMGKAY, it is 

unclear what will happen at the end of 2023, when the free foodgrain measure is set to end. “Of 

course, this will have to be continued beyond one year. What government can afford to roll 

back free foodgrains in 2024, in the run-up to general election?” Mr. Hussain said. 
  
The more subtle political fallout will be in the States, especially those such as Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, Karnataka, West Bengal and Jharkhand, which all provide free foodgrains anyway, 

using their own money to further subsidise the Central allocation. A handful of others such as 

Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Telangana also provide further subsidies, though 

their ration is not completely free. 
  
“This will give them a financial surplus, but it takes away an important political plank for 

States. The Centre will now take full credit for something they had been providing previously,” 

Dr. Sen said. It is also unclear whether States or Centre will now bear the cost of transportation 

of foodgrains. 
  
A senior food official in Tamil Nadu estimated that the State is set to save more than ₹1,300 

crore through the Centre’s announcement. “Tamil Nadu already provides universal food 

security. The focus now needs to be on nutrition security. If the States do not already do so, I 

would suggest that they spend their new savings on providing subsidised or free pulses, spices 

or edible oil through the public distribution system in addition to foodgrains,” the official said. 
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How will it impact beneficiaries? 
Leaving aside government budgets, household budgets could be upended by the move. The 

Right to Food Campaign estimates that poor families will be forced to spend ₹750-₹900 a 

month to access the current level of ration entitlement. 
  
Ration card holders who have received 10 kg of grains a person every month for the past two 

years will see their entitlement abruptly halved. Of course, their expenditure on their NFSA 

entitlement will also come down — for instance, someone spending ₹8 for four kg of wheat 

and ₹3 for a kg of rice under NFSA will now get those grains free, saving ₹11 a month. 

However, that is dwarfed by the additional ₹150-₹175 they will need to spend to buy the 5 kg 

previously provided free under the PMGKAY in the open market (estimating market prices for 

rice and wheat at around ₹30-₹35 per kg). 
  
The increased expenditure will be even more stark for those in States which anyway provide 

free NFSA rations, since beneficiaries in those States will not even receive any savings due to 

the Centre’s announcement. However, the consumption of foodgrains as part of a meal varies 

substantially by State, ranging from about 200 gm per person a day in Kerala to 400 gm in 

Bihar, and the impact of the move is thus likely to be the highest in the Hindi heartland States 

where grains make up a higher proportion of the 

diet. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-how-will-the-free-foodgrain-
scheme-work-out/article66324979.ece 
 

18.            Centre to save Rs 25,000 cr on PMGKAY expenses in 

FY23 (financialexpress.com) January 2, 2023 
  
The Centre is likely to save at least Rs 10,000 crore in the seventh and final phase (Oct-Dec 

2022) of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) and upwards of Rs 

25,000 crore for the whole of the current financial year. This is against a total outlay of Rs 1.3 

trillion for the April-December 2022 period. 
  
According to sources, states have not lifted a quarter of 12 million tonne (MT) allocated under 

the free ration scheme for its seventh phase. With this, the total savings against allocation of 

Rs 3.91 trillion since the scheme’s inception in April 2020 will be above Rs 40,000 crore, they 

added. 
  
The food ministry had informed states that lifting of foodgrain under the scheme would be 

allowed only till December 31, 2022. Last week, the Cabinet decided against extending the 

scheme. 
  
Lower lifting of stocks by the states would boost grain stocks, especially wheat, with the Food 

Corporation of India (FCI) and will help the corporation carry out open market sale (OMS) to 

bulk buyers this month. The OMS scheme helps the corporation recover part of the expenses 

incurred for procurement and storage, and will correspondingly reduce the government’s 

expenditure on food subsidy. 
  
According to estimates, against an allocation of 2.11 MT of wheat to be distributed under 

PMGKAY during Oct-December 2022, states have lifted 1.87 MT. In the case of rice, states 

have taken possession of 7 MT against an allocation of 9.89 MT. 
  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-how-will-the-free-foodgrain-scheme-work-out/article66324979.ece
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Sources said PMGKAY is likely to cost the exchequer about Rs 3.5 trillion since its April 2020 

launch in the midst of the first Covid-19 wave. The scheme has run continuously with several 

extensions, except between December 2020 and April 2021. The latest extension was for three 

months till December 31, 2022. 
  
FCI’s wheat stock fell to 17 MT on Sunday, a six-year low. This is against the buffer of 13.8 

MT. However, the current stock of 12.4 MT of rice along with 32.5 MT to be received from 

millers is far more than the requirement of 7.6 MT at the beginning of the next year. 
  
While stating that there are sufficient food grain stocks in the central pool to meet the 

requirement under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) and free ration scheme and other 

welfare programmes, the food ministry last month had said that about 15.9 MT of wheat will 

be available as on January 1, 2023, which is well above the buffer. 
  
Under the PMGKAY, 813 million NFSA beneficiaries have been getting an additional 5 kg of 

foodgrain free of cost every month, while 104 MT of foodgrain was allocated to states for 

distribution in the 28 months of implementation of the scheme. 
  
The government’s food subsidy expenses in the current fiscal are likely to cross Rs 2.76 trillion, 

up 34% from the outlay at the beginning of the year. The annual cost to the exchequer for 

providing free grain under NFSA is estimated at Rs 2 trillion for 2023-24, including the 

additional cost of around Rs 20,000 crore for making NFSA grain supply in 2023 totally free 

of cost to beneficiaries. 
  
Last week, the Cabinet decided to provide foodgrain under NFSA to states free for one year, 

starting Sunday. 
  
The estimated economic cost of foodgrain procurement by the FCI, which includes expenses 

such as minimum support price payment to farmers, procurement, acquisition and distribution 

costs for rice and wheat, are Rs 36.7/kg and Rs 25.8/kg respectively, in 2022-

23. https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/centre-to-save-rs-25000-cr-on-
pmgkay-expenses-in-fy23/2933479/ 
 

19.            Government starts process to buy 100 more K9-

Vajras (thehindu.com) December 31, 2022 
  
The Defence Ministry has started the process for the procurement of 100 more K9-Vajra 

tracked self-propelled howitzers which are built in India by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) using 

technology transferred from South Korean defence major Hanwha Defense. 
  
“The Defence Ministry issued the Request For Proposal to L&T in November. Once they 

respond to it, the contract negotiations will begin,” a defence official confirmed. 
  
At the height of tensions in eastern Ladakh in 2020, the Army deployed one regiment of K-9 

Vajra tracked self-propelled howitzers there to augment its long-range fire power in the 

backdrop of a massive build-up of forces by China across the Line of Actual Control. Buoyed 

by their performance, the Army is looking at eventually procuring 200 additional guns. The 

induction of Dhanush, K-9 Vajra and M777 Ultra Light Howitzers has enhanced the reach of 

artillery firepower on the northern borders, as reported by  The Hindu earlier. 
  

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/centre-to-save-rs-25000-cr-on-pmgkay-expenses-in-fy23/2933479/
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The repeat order could not be more than the volume of the original order, so the number was 

fixed at 100 howitzers, the official explained. 
  
The K9 Vajra is a 155 mm, 52-calibre tracked self-propelled howitzer built by L&T with 

technology transferred from South Korean defence major Hanwha Defense based on its K9 

Thunder. The 100th gun was delivered to the Army in February 2021, the contract for which 

was signed in May 2017. The contract also involved maintenance transfer of technology to an 

Army base workshop to support the howitzers throughout their operational life cycle. 
  
The K9 Vajra was mainly bought for use in deserts, but the standoff prompted them to be 

deployed in the mountains as well, officials had stated earlier. To ensure that these systems 

performed optimally in the extreme cold weather conditions of the mountains, the Army also 

procured winterisation kits for the regiment deployed. There are nine items including batteries, 

oils and lubricants which need to be insulated from extreme temperatures and don’t freeze at -

20 degrees celsius, which the kits cater for. 
  
Since the standoff, the Army has deployed its entire range of medium artillery guns and long-

range rockets in the region to augment its long-range fire power as part of the reorientation 

towards the northern borders. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-
ministry-starts-process-to-buy-100-more-k-9-vajra-
howitzers/article66324023.ece#:~:text=The%20Defence%20Ministry%20has%20star
ted,Proposal%20to%20L%26T%20in%20November. 
 

20.            Green energy and just transition (financialexpress.com) Updated: December 

31, 2022 
  
Odisha has been playing a central role in meeting the country’s growing energy needs. The 

state is the largest coal producer, producing about 185 million tonnes of non-coking coal in 

2021-22. This is sufficient to fuel about a quarter of the country’s coal-based power generation. 

But Odisha is also one of the most climate-vulnerable states, with extreme weather events like 

cyclones, heat waves, floods and droughts taking a significant toll on the livelihoods and the 

economy every year. 
  
To balance the imperatives of energy and climate change, thegovernment of Odisha has 

unveiled a new renewable energy (RE) policy during the Make in Odisha Conclave held 

recently Bhubaneswar, with a clear ambition and objective of ushering in a just energy 

transition in the state. 
  
Increased adoption of RE has become vital for the state due to multiple reasons: 
First, the government of India has committed to a net-zero target by 2070. This means that coal 

production and consumption would have to decline significantly over the next two to three 

decades, impacting the lives and livelihoods of coal-dependent communities. Therefore, 

Odisha must plan for the coming energy transition to safeguard the interests of vast numbers 

of people in its coal and industrial districts 
  
Second, Odisha is among the country’s leading industrialized states, and a continuous increase 

in energy demand from all sectors is expected in the coming years. There is an apparent demand 

for RE from electricity distribution companies (discoms) and industries due to Renewable 

Purchase Obligations (RPOs). But the state currently accounts for just 0.55% of the country’s 

RE capacity (excluding hydropower) and imports renewable power to meet most of the existing 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-ministry-starts-process-to-buy-100-more-k-9-vajra-howitzers/article66324023.ece%23:~:text=The%20Defence%20Ministry%20has%20started,Proposal%20to%20L%26T%20in%20November.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-ministry-starts-process-to-buy-100-more-k-9-vajra-howitzers/article66324023.ece%23:~:text=The%20Defence%20Ministry%20has%20started,Proposal%20to%20L%26T%20in%20November.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-ministry-starts-process-to-buy-100-more-k-9-vajra-howitzers/article66324023.ece%23:~:text=The%20Defence%20Ministry%20has%20started,Proposal%20to%20L%26T%20in%20November.
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RPO requirements. Without a rapid RE scale-up within the state, RE imports will increase 

several times in the coming years as RPO targets reach closer to 45% by 2030 
  
Third, it is highly dependent on the mining and metal sector for growth and jobs. Currently, 

39.5% of the state’s gross value addition comes from the industry sector, the highest in the 

country. Moreover, the global mining and metal sector is transitioning to renewable energy and 

green hydrogen to reduce its carbon footprint and meet net-zero targets. Odisha, therefore, has 

an opportunity to become the hub of the green mining and metal sector by encouraging its 

industries to install captive RE plants within the state 
  
Lastly, sectors like green hydrogen, green ammonia and energy storage are developing rapidly. 

Given the strong manufacturing base, Odisha has the opportunity to grow these green sectors 

to support the next phase of industrialization, creating new employment opportunities as well 

as boosting economic activity and income. But, so far, the RE sector has not taken off in the 

state due to certain policy challenges and perceptions. For instance, there is a misconception 

that the state has low solar and wind potential. This misconception has been created due to gaps 

in potential estimation, which the Odisha Renewable Energy Policy, 2022 (OREP-2022) is 

addressing on an urgent basis. Likewise, the policy challenges have also been addressed in the 

new policy. 
  
Overall, a combination of factors has led to a scenario that it is cheaper for discoms and 

industries to buy renewable power from states like Gujarat and Rajasthan than to install RE 

projects within Odisha. Therefore, one of the key aims of OREP-2022 is to bridge the cost delta 

by providing best-in-class incentives to attract investors to develop the vast untapped RE 

potential of the state. 
  
The policy includes several exemptions on duties, charges and surcharges for 15-20 years 

duration, along with investment facilitation and single window clearances. In addition, several 

measures have been introduced to ease land allocation for RE project development, including 

priority allocation under the state’s land bank scheme, provisions for aggregation of private 

land, and exemptions from the land ceiling. 
  
The policy pays special attention to certain high-potential technologies, such as pumped-

storage hydro and small-hydro, for which the requirement of free power supply to the state has 

been waived for projects contributing to the state’s RPO. In addition, given the paucity of large 

wasteland tracts, the policy pays special attention to developing solar rooftops, floating solar, 

and distributed solar projects. Furthermore, wind power is proposed to be promoted through 

feed-in-tariff, and upcoming technologies like green hydrogen and ammonia are also being 

promoted through various incentives. 
  
Meanwhile, economic diversification, and the need for skilled human resources for new and 

emerging sectors, would be vital to ensure a just transition of the coal districts of the region. 

Odisha’s new RE policy addresses this by including explicit measures for creating a skilled 

and semi-skilled workforce for the RE sector. Existing educational infrastructure in the state is 

planned to be upgraded to provide training on RE component manufacturing, installation, 

operations and maintenance. Most importantly, to maximize RE job creation in the state, the 

green energy manufacturing sector has been included as a ‘thrust sector’ in the state’s new 

Industrial Policy Resolution (IPR), which aims to transform Odisha into the most “Preferred 

Investment Destination in India”. 
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Overall, OREP-2022 and IPR are timely steps taken by the government to boost green 

investments in the state and decarbonise the energy sector. These policies will also support 

balanced RE growth in the country and help meet the nation’s RE and Net-Zero targets. But, 

most importantly, they will help ensure a just energy transition in coal regions over the next 

decades. https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/green-energy-and-just-
transition/2932286/ 
 

21.            Gross budgetary allocation for Railways to go up by 29% in Budget: 

Report (business-standard.com) January 2, 2023 
  
To support infrastructure investments, the Centre is likely to increase gross budgetary 

allocation for Indian Railways by 29 per cent from Rs 1.4 trillion to Rs 1.8 trillion, a report by 

Mint said. 
  
The railway ministry's total capital expenditure (capex) is expected to jump 20 per cent to Rs 

3 trillion in FY24. In FY23, the outlay was Rs 2.45 trillion. 
  
"Higher capex allocation is the need of the hour as the national transporter reaches a critical 

stage of implementing key infrastructure projects. The Centre supported the initiatives with a 

record increase in gross budgetary support last year. We expect it to increase further," a former 

rail board chairman told Mint. 
  
The ministry has also asked the finance ministry to prioritise the allocation of long-term infra 

projects like high-speed trains, freight corridors and the modernisation of trains. 
  
A significant portion of the funds for FY24 is also likely to go towards the Ahmedabad-

Mumbai bullet train project. 
  
On Friday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Vande Bharat Express in West Bengal 

between Howrah and New Jalpaiguri. He said that the Centre was making "record investments" 

in modernisation. Tejas Hum Safar, Vande Bharat and VistaDome coaches, and the 

upgradation of all stations, electrification and doubling of rail lines are part of the 

modernisation plans, Mint added. 
  
In FY22, the gross budgetary support to the ministry crossed Rs 1 trillion mark for the first 

time. In FY23, the ministry received the highest-ever capex allocation at Rs 2.45 

trillion. https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gross-budgetary-
allocation-for-railways-to-go-up-by-29-in-budget-report-123010200178_1.html 
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