NEWS ITEMS ON CAG/ AUDIT REPORTS (23.03.2023)

1. CAG outreach extended to political executives to highlight audit
concerts: Murmu (timesofindia.indiatimes.com) March 22, 2023

NEW DELHI: The Comptroller and Auditor General’s outreach is now being
extended to include political executives to highlight audit concerns, build a shared
understanding of the most pressing concerns in governance and find possible
solutions, CAG Girish Chandra Murmu said here on Wednesday.

The CAG, who was interacting with the trainee officers of the Indian Information
Service (11S) at its headquarters here, said the media is a very powerful tool that
adds value to society.

“In the Indian context, it has helped to disseminate the government’s plans and
initiatives. As a probationer, you have to understand the perspective and vision of
your department, and it should improve the country’s image in the international
arena,” Murmu said.

He stressed that the public has the right to access fair and objective information,
whether it is about the government or otherwise, and asked the 1S officers to guide
the ministries and departments in sharing information. “Here positioning,
marketing and principles will come to play a role. The core of your training is to
learn these strategies, and the soft skills to add value to your work,” he added.

The CAG asked the officers, many of whom are from the engineering background,
to use their technical skills in handling the challenges of future media, especially
with emerging self-help artificial intelligence tools such as ChatGPT,

Murmu said that the CAG audits strengthen the accountability of government
projects and, thereby, upholds the ideals of democracy. The session was organised
to explain the working of the institution to the probationary officers and acquaint
them with different types of audits it carries out with the highest professional
standards. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/cag-outreach-extended-
to-political-executives-to-highlight-audit-concerts-
murmu/articleshow/98923210.cms
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2. CAG’s outreach now being extended to include political executives:
G.C. Murmu (thehindu.com) March 23, 2023

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, Girish Chandra Murmu, on
Wednesday said its outreach was now being extended to include political
executives to highlight audit concerns.

“The intention is to build a shared understanding of the most pressing concerns in
governance and find possible solutions,” he said at an orientation programme with
the Officer Trainees of the Indian Information Service (11S). The probationers
belong to three batches of 2020, 2021 and 2022.

Mr. Murmu said the media was a very powerful tool that added value to society.
“In the Indian context, it has helped to disseminate the government’s plans and
initiatives. As a probationer, you have to understand the perspective and vision of
your department, and it should improve the country’s image in the international
arena,” he said.

Stating that the public had the right to access fair and objective information, the
CAG of India said: “As officers, you should be able to guide the Ministries and
departments, the dignitaries and functionaries you are going to cover. Here
positioning, marketing and principles will come to play a role. The core of your
training is to learn these strategies, and the soft skills to add value to your work.”

Noting that most of the officers were from an engineering background, Mr. Murmu
said their technical skills should be used to handle the challenges of future media,
particularly with emerging self-help Al tools such as ChatGPT.

During the day-long session, senior CAG officers took sessions on various topics,
including the technicalities involved in the auditing process, natural resources
accounting and the scope of artificial intelligence in the field of auditing and
accounts. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cag-outreach-now-being-
extended-to-include-political-executives-gc-murmu/article66650059.ece

3. Govt. information machinery must set agenda for public good in the
digital age, CAG tells young officers (indianarrative.com) March 22,
2023

Comptroller and Auditor General of India GC Murmu asked young officers of the
Indian Information Service (11S) to be able to work in a manner that improves the
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image of the country. During an orientation programme with the officer trainees of
the Indian Information Service (11S) the CAG stressed that the public has the right
to access fair and objective information, whether it is about the government or
otherwise.

Murmu added that the media is a very powerful tool that adds value to society. “In
the Indian context, it has helped to disseminate the government’s plans and
initiatives,” he said, underlining the importance of building shared understanding
of the most pressing issues in governance and also finding possible solutions.

“As officers, you should be able to guide the ministries and departments, the
dignitaries and functionaries you are going to cover. Here positioning, marketing
and principles will come to play a role,” Murmu said, adding that the CAG’s
outreach is now being extended to include political executives to highlight audit
concerns.

Meanwhile, with India assuming the presidency of G20 and Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) the CAG is now chairing SAI20 (Supreme Audit Institutions)
as well as SAI SCO.

In line with the Indian theme of the G20 Presidency- “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”
or “One Earth, One Family, One Future”, the CAG has selected two priority areas
— ‘Blue Economy’ and ‘Responsible AI’ for deliberations.

Earlier, Murmu also said credible accounting will be crucial as India aims to touch
the $5 trillion economy by 2025. Expanded use of technology, upgradation of
existing data analysis tools and accounting will be vital, he noted.

Regarded as the guardian of public purse, the CAG has now reached out to all state
governments and even the district level administrative bodies seeking cooperation
in audit work. It has also started using state of the art technology including drones
and other data analytical tools to ensure efficient and accurate auditing.
https://www.indianarrative.com/economy-news/govt-information-machinery-
must-set-agenda-for-public-good-in-the-digital-age-cag-tells-young-officers-
122786.html
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4, CAG Extends Outreach to Political Executives to Highlight Audit
Concerns (bgprime.com, devdiscourse.com, latestly.com,
newsdrum.in) March 22, 2023

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India's outreach is now being extended to
include political executives to highlight audit concerns, the apex government
auditor said on Wednesday. Presently, senior CAG officials interact with
bureaucrats to select the segments for audits, which include the period to be
audited and the terms of an audit.

At the end of the audit, an exit conference is held with bureaucrats. However, now
the CAG is proposing to interact with ministers as well. Already, there have been
occasions where the apex auditor had interacted with political executives on
auditing matters.

"The Comptroller and Auditor General of India's outreach is now being extended to
include political executives to highlight audit concerns. The intention is to build a
shared understanding of the most pressing concerns in governance and find
possible solutions,” CAG Girish Chandra Murmu said during an orientation
programme with the Officer Trainees of the Indian Information Service (11S).

The participants belong to three batches of 2020, 2021 and 2022.

The release further said that during the orientation programme, Murmu said the
media is a very powerful tool that adds value to society. "In the Indian context, it
has helped to disseminate the government's plans and initiatives. As a probationer,
you have to understand the perspective and vision of your department, and it
should improve the country's image in the international arena," he said.

The CAG stressed that the public has the right to access fair and objective
information, whether it is about the government or otherwise. "As officers, you
should be able to guide the ministries and departments, the dignitaries and
functionaries you are going to cover. Here positioning, marketing and principles
will come to play a role. The core of your training is to learn these strategies, and
the soft skills to add value to your work," he said.

Observing that most of the officers are from an engineering background, Murmu
said that technical skills should be used to handle the challenges of future media,
especially with emerging self-help Al tools such as ChatGPT.
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He said that the trainee 11S officers should gear up to meet the challenges posed by
Big Data and artificial intelligence.

During the day-long session, senior CAG officers took sessions to explain the
working of the institution. Deputy CAG lla Singh spoke on the evolution of the
CAG and the different types of audits it carries out with the highest professional
standards, while the Additional Deputy CAG AM Bajaj explained the technicalities
involved in the auditing process.

Additional Deputy CAG RM Johri illustrated several high-profile case studies to
highlight the positive impact of auditing, apart from the CAG’s path-breaking
Initiative to natural resources accounting and the scope of artificial intelligence in
the field of audit and accounts.

Additional Deputy CAG Rebecca Mathai threw light on CAG’s international
presence and its global strategy in this year's G20 Supreme Audit Institution (SAI)
Meet, which has a focus on Blue Economy and Artificial Intelligence. Director
General BR Mondal gave details about the critical coordination between the CAG,
Parliament and Public Accounts Committee.
https://www.bqgprime.com/business/cag-extends-outreach-to-political-
executives-to-highlight-audit-concerns

5. CAG outreach from babus to political executives now (aninews.in,
theprint.in, lokmattimes.com, latestly.com, devdiscourse.com) March
22,2023

From just dealing with the bureaucracy, the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) is now reaching out to the political executive in the Union and states.

In his address to Indian Information Service (IIS) probationers during an
orientation programme on Wednesday, CAG Girish Chandra Murmu said that the
“outreach is now being extended to include political executives to highlight audit
concerns. The intention is to build a shared understanding of the most pressing
concerns in governance and find possible solutions.”

The probationers belong to three batches of 2020, 2021 and 2022.

Underlining that the public has the right to access fair and objective information,
whether it is about the government or otherwise, Murmu explained to the IIS
probationers: “As officers, you should be able to guide the ministries and
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departments, the dignitaries and functionaries you are going to cover. Here
positioning, marketing and principles will come to play a role. The core of your
training is to learn these strategies, and the soft skills to add value to you work.”

Explaining the interactive role of the 1I1S with the media, the CAG said that the
media is a very powerful tool that adds value to society. “In the Indian context, it
has helped to disseminate the government’s plans and initiatives. As a probationer,
you have to understand the perspective and vision of your department, and it
should improve the country’s image in the international arena.”

The CAG also cautioned the young officers of the challenges of the future media
saying that they will have to deal with “emerging self-help Al tools such as
ChatGPT” and also “big data and Artificial Intelligence”. Several high-profile case
studies were highlighted during the session including the positive impact of
auditing, apart from the CAG’s path-breaking initiative to natural resources
accounting and the scope of artificial intelligence in the field of audit and accounts.
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/cag-outreach-from-
babus-to-political-executives-now20230322233800/

6. CAG extending its outreach to include political executives
(millenniumpost.in) March 22, 2023

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India Girish Chandra Murmu said
on Wednesday that the CAG’s outreach is now being extended to include political
executives to highlight audit concerns.

The objective behind such an initiative is to build a shared understanding of the
most pressing concerns in governance and find possible solutions, Murmu said
during an orientation programme with the officer trainees of the Indian Information
Service (11S) belonging to three batches of 2020, 2021 and 2022.

Murmu further said that the media is a very powerful tool that adds value to
society. “In the Indian context, it has helped to disseminate the government’s plans
and initiatives. As a probationer, you have to understand the perspective and vision
of your department, and it should improve the country’s image in the international
arena,” he said.

Murmu further stressed that the public has the right to access fair and objective
information, whether it is about the government or otherwise.
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“As officers, you should be able to guide the ministries and departments, the
dignitaries and functionaries you are going to cover. Here positioning, marketing
and principles will come to play a role. The core of your training is to learn these
strategies, and the soft skills to add value to your work,” he said.
https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/cag-extending-its-outreach-to-include-
political-executives-512578

7. CAG extending its outreach to include political executives (ianslive.in,
moneylife.in, greaterkashmir.com, siasat.com, ommcomnews.com,
daijiworld.com, thenewsmen.co.in) March 22, 2023

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India’s outreach is now being extended to
include political executives to highlight audit concerns.

“The intent is to build a shared understanding of the most pressing concerns in
governance and find possible solutions,” Comptroller and Auditor General of India
Girish Chandra Murmu said on Wednesday.

Murmu said that the media is a very powerful tool that adds value to society.

“In the Indian context, it has helped to disseminate the government’s plans and
initiatives. As a probationer, you have to understand the perspective and vision of
your department, and it should improve the country’s image in the international
arena,” he said this during an orientation programme with the Officer Trainees of
the Indian Information Service (I1S).

The probationers belong to three batches of 2020, 2021 and 2022.

Murmu stressed that the public has the right to access fair and objective
information, whether it is about the government or otherwise.

“As officers, you should be able to guide the ministries and departments, the
dignitaries and functionaries you are going to cover. Here, positioning, marketing
and principles will come to play a role. The core of your training is to learn these
strategies, and the soft skills to add value to you work,” he said.

Noticing that most of the officers are from engineering background, Murmu said
that technical skills should be used to handle the challenges of future media,
especially with emerging self-help Al tools such as ChatGPT.
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He said that the trainee 11S officers should gear up to meet the challenges posed by
Big Data and Artificial Intelligence.

During the Q&A session, one of the probation officers asked Murmu if the CAG,
which is the guardian of the public purse, actually enables citizens to know about
the government’s expenditure and receipts in an informed way.

To this, the CAG replied that there are several IEC programmes for raising
awareness on social audits.

Asked whether the perception of the CAG as a paper tiger was true or not, Murmu
said “the CAG audits strengthen the accountability of government projects and,
thereby, upholds the ideals of democracy”.

During the day-long session, senior CAG officers took sessions to explain the
working of the institution. Deputy CAG, lla Singh, spoke on the evolution of the
CAG and the different types of audits it carries out with the highest professional
standards. https://www.moneylife.in/article/cag-extending-its-outreach-to-
include-political-executives/70215.html

8. The CAG is expanding its reach to include political officials
(newsjani.com) March 23, 2023

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India is now being extended to include
political executives to highlight audit concerns.

“The objective is to create a common understanding of the most pressing concerns
in governance and find possible solutions,” India’s Comptroller and Auditor
General Girish Chandra Murmu said on Wednesday.

Murmu said that media is a very powerful tool that adds value to society.

“In the Indian context, it has helped spread the government’s plans and initiatives.
As a probationer, you have to understand the vision and vision of your department,
and it improves the country’s image in the international arena. should be made,” he
said during an orientation program with Indian Information Service (11S) officer
trainees.

The probationers belong to three batches of 2020, 2021 and 2022.
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Murmu stressed that the public has a right to access fair and objective information,
whether it is about the government or otherwise.

“As an officer, you should be able to guide the ministries and departments,
dignitaries and officials you are going to cover. Positioning, marketing and
principles will play a role here. Your training will focus on these strategies. to
learn, and soft skills to add value to your work,” he said.

Noting that most of the officers are from engineering backgrounds, Murmo said
technical skills should be used to tackle future media challenges, especially
emerging self-help Al tools such as ChatGP. with t.

He said that the 11S officers undergoing training should be prepared to deal with
the challenges posed by Big Data and Acrtificial Intelligence.

During the question-and-answer session, one of the probation officers asked
Marmo whether the CAG, which is the custodian of the public purse, enables
citizens to know the government’s expenditure and receipts in an informed
manner.

To this, the CAG replied that IEC has several programs to raise awareness about
social audit.

Asked whether the perception of the CAG as a paper lion was correct, Marmo said
“CAG audits strengthen accountability of government projects and thus uphold the
ideals of democracy”.

During the day-long meeting, senior CAG officers held a session to explain the
functioning of the institution. Deputy CAG, Ella Singh spoke about the evolution
of CAG and its various types of audits along with its highest professional
standards. https://newsjani.com/india/the-cag-is-expanding-its-reach-to-
Include-political-officials-news-jani/

9. IS OTs SHOULD IMBIBE MODERN TOOLS TO MEET FUTURE
MEDIA CHALLENGES: MURMU (indiaeducationdiary.in) 22 March
2023

Officer Trainees of the Indian Information Service (11S) met the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (CAG of India), Shri Girish Chandra Murmu, during their
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orientation program in the CAG office here yesterday. The probationers belong to
three batches of 2020, 2021 and 2022,

Shri Murmu said that the media is a very powerful tool that adds value to society.
“In the Indian context, it has helped to disseminate the government’s plans and
initiatives. As a probationer, you have to understand the perspective and vision of
your department, and it should improve the country’s image in the international
arena.”

Shri Murmu stressed that the public has the right to access fair and objective
information, whether it is about the government or otherwise. “As officers, you
should be able to guide the ministries and departments, the dignitaries and
functionaries you are going to cover. Here positioning, marketing and principles
will come to play a role. The core of your training is to learn these strategies, and
the soft skills to add value to you work.”Noticing that most of the officers are from
engineering background, Shri Murmu said that technical skills should be used to
handle the challenges of future media, especially with emerging self-help Al tools
such as ChatGPT. He said that the trainee 11S officers should gear up to meet the
challenges posed by Big Data and Artificial Intelligence.

Shri Murmu informed that “the CAG’s outreach has now been extended to include
political executives to highlight audit concerns. The intention is to build a shared
understanding of the most pressing concerns in governance and find possible
solutions. ”

During the lively Q&A session, one of the probation officers asked Shri Murmu if
the CAG, which is the guardian of the public purse, actually enables citizens to
know about the government’s expenditure and receipts in an informed way. To
this, the CAG replied that there are several IEC programs for raising awareness on
social audits.

On asked whether the perception of the CAG as a paper tiger was true or not, Shri
Murmu responded that the CAG audits strengthen the accountability of
government projects and, thereby, upholds the ideals of democracy.

During the day-long session, senior CAGofficers took sessions to explain the
working of the institution. Deputy CAG, lla Singh, spoke on the evolution of the
CAG and the different types of audits it carries out with the highest professional
standards, while the Additional Deputy CAG A.M. Bajaj explained about the
technicalities involved in the process of auditing.
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Additional Deputy CAG, R.M. Johri,illustrated several high-profile case studies to
highlight the positive impact of auditing, apart from the CAG’s path-breaking
Initiative to natural resources accounting and the scope of artificial intelligence in
the field of audit and accounts.

Additional Deputy CAG, Rebecca Mathai, threw light on CAG’s international
presence and its global strategy in this year’sG20 Supreme Audit Institution (SAI)
Summit, which has a focus on Blue Economy and Atrtificial Intelligence. Director
General, B. R. Mondal, gave an in-depth account on the critical coordination
between the CAG, Parliament and Public Accounts Committee.
https://indiaeducationdiary.in/iis-ots-should-imbibe-modern-tools-to-meet-
future-media-challenges-murmu/

10. SHIfd® UGIUDING! & AMHA H & e a1 ugda 9¢1 e

G| (deshbandhu.co.in, newsnationtv.com) 23 March 2023
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https://www.deshbandhu.co.in/states/cag-widening-its-reach-to-include-
political-functionaries-328992-1

11.  3F & & SRR | A oft GI'I'Q'PI (livehindustan.com) March 22,
2023
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will-also-come-under-the-ambit-of-cag-7931525.html

12. fifse Riamsi & SUNR H31 & forw IoHifae ugiiteial &t

T FA & ﬁl"’{ 3t tIEi[ dal ¥el CAG (samacharnama.com)
Mar 23, 2023

YRA & 89F U9 HeTaaTURIe () B! Ugd 39 3iifsc RKidis & ISR
B P forg IoHifas ueTiIeRal & fAd B & fore sgr8 o 381 g1 HIRd
& FE® SR Tgral Wi RIS 9% GH « YR &1 &g, SX1al I o
e 31 <arg arell Ridrei &) Aen gy s 3R GHIfad eI G
&1 g1 g4 7 @l b Hfear U 9gd fad=melt SUHR & Sff TA § oo
SISdl g1 HRA™ ga-T dal (SR3MRud) & ISR ulkigst & Y s
NI HRHH & I8 Hel, RO deH & 397 IRBR ot Aot 3R
Ugd! &l UOR 634 H 7eg B 81 T yRdiandi= sufed & =0 siues! 3q
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frHTT o EfFeDI0T 3R R bl G BT 3R 3 SfaRiPig & # <2 b1 ofd |
JUR HRAT dM8T|

TERMR 2020, 2021 3R 2022%?1’!?33%%% T 7 SR <@ Fel & Sa
CAREL| GﬁTTﬂﬁﬁE’ SFSR! 9% UgeH &1 AIBR g, I8 98 PR & aR
o g1 a7 sl SR & IR || I5i- T, HTABINAT & FU H SMUDh! Al 3R
fquTT, o fdddt SR ueiftieTiRal &1 AnfeRA &= & Fel g a1y,
g 3y HaR H= o W} gl Jef Rufa, midhfen ik Rigia s Yftre
fUTET | 3T URIEUT &1 Jd g9 J0MITGAl &I Ara-T g1 98 ¢8&d gy b
BT HIBRT SONART 84 ¥ § JH. 7 Fal [ deb-id! S &l
ST Hfaw & ST &t Ffadl § fAuen & for foar S =y, foviy =g
T JeolUie! S IR Wa-Terdl USME SUSBRUN & 1Y | 3814 Bl [ Ui
SIS TY SRS B favT SeT 3R SfcihRraa gefomia ¥ Iad gHifaal
BT A B & [T IR e ATl

TR T & SR, TRatem fwial # § U 3 94§ g1 fo o diesh, o
ST & & T W& §, IRAT B ANTRSD! P IWBR & 99 3R Wil & IR
H grd e ¥ SIFE H J&W §91d1 8159 W B 3 ode fear fo =
3{ifSe W SIRE®dl 9gH & T &8 Msay! HADBH gl I8 I8 oF |
HIes B BRI R & ©0 J @1 Tal § a1 a1, TH A ®al, B 3fifse
BN URASHISH B! STaece! ®I Aogd @Rl § 3R 39 kg Aldad &
3eeif & HH [adT 31 fETR Te 99 & SR et & IRy siftreifal 3
IR Dt HRAYUT! ! JHAH o o T feran| {S9) Wiusht sar Rig 2 et
& faBT iR I IR HHS! & 1Y fht o a1l fafid geR & siffse

WR d1d Dl https://[samacharnama.com/states/delhi-news/cag-expanding-
its-reach-to-include-political-functionaries/cid10356163.htm

13.  eHIfd® Sfteial ot WA $-A9 & fe ot uga 971 38T 8

G| (Jantaserishta.com) Mar 22, 2023

YRA & 3% 3R HeTOIIRIe® &1 Ugd 3@ aaruRign fdrsfl &1 39FR
B & g eI ifeTRal ) 2nfire B & fofw sers o W1 B
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YRA & (dFe 3R AgTaar Tied MR 9% 4 3 gUaR &) &g, " |
W@@;maﬁﬁmﬁﬁwmmﬁvﬁwﬁawmw
ARSI RR

T4 A Fer for Hifsar ue 9gd wfeael SUHRUl g Sl JHS H Jed Siiedl |

YR T H, 39 WNHR &1 o1l R Ugell & TR T 76E DI 5| Th
uRdtensi= safaq & U o, MUt e fauTT & =BHivr 3R =P & wHg
BN, 3R 39 SRS &7 # 3w Y By H YR 1 1LY, S R
W@%HS) & PR URNge & Y Th SHUHRUI HADGH & R
Yg dId |

TIERFR 2020, 2021 3R 2022 H AT ST P g

TH A SR <R Fal fob SHal &I Fe 3R IS STH@RI db Uga ol
TYPR g, I8 98 PR & R A g1 T 3T

JfYBINGT & U T, AMUDT AT MR faumm, o mom= afeaar iR
UeTIRIRGl Bl 3T PR B Ol I8 8, IIDT AN B & J&H gl
TAMRT| gt DRI, AIHIET SR Rigial &1 YfFrent grft| MU YR &1
%ﬁg@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂw%ﬁﬁ?&mmmﬁiw STre & ol Tite IR,
99 ml

Tg o@d gu o Sifemixr oiftreprdt Sofifafe YA ¥ §, 94, 7 F51 b
SCRICARCARIY WWW%W@%@W%WW
ST @1feT, faRy &0 ¥ decidid o IHRd Wa-Terdl Usls IUHRUl &
Y|

SoiH Hel for Uiy SMSemsuy Syl &1 fomm Ser ofR snfefthiraa
geforoia I Id Al BT AT HRA o oIt IR T8 @i

TR T & SR, uRdier il & 9 te 3 gH 9 g i @1 dieeh, o
AT & o BT WEH 8, IRAd H ANRD] DI IRBR & 97 3R Ul & IR
¥ gfod % 9 I § & S 3
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g W $HI A Ja§ e fF Qv 3ifse W ITReddl §¢H & o &s
3Esy FRIGHA |

Ig I8 I W % el &1 TR TR & €U § <& el © a1 Tol, g4 A
HEl, "B 3ifec BRI URTSHISH B TaEcel B Aolgd HRdl § 3R 39
RE Alddd & MG B BT &l g 1"

e 1R I 99 & SR et » IR ARHIRGT T TR Bt BRI Y

Az & forw g foran) feut diush, gar Rig 3 sl & faeg Sk Swaw
Uk AF®I & 9 fby 9F 9 Ofte UeR & 3fifse W ad @i

https://jantaserishta.com/local/meghalaya/cag-extending-its-outreach-to-
include-political-executives-2151893

14. CAG &I Ug" digsfi ¥ AP IoHiae SAfUepial @ 8

(jantaserishta.com) Mar 23, 2023

Fad AHTe! ¥ Fged I, e 3R AgeRar Wigd (THs) 39 I9 3R

I H IeHIfad BRIGR] 9 Ugd I8 &8

JUIR P! TH NN HRHH & GRM HRAT Ja-T T (IMATSTH) &
giedtendi=i @ GSifd SR ¢, o7 IR 9% 94 7 &l fh siffse farsi
P! IOMR B & AT 3G IoHidD MYBIMRGT DI MHA I & fau
33T FEAT 1 &7 ol ST Th I JHS §914 &1 g1" I § Jad
31f¥e gaTa arell iy iR Tuifaa THTem= @t

TIERFR 2020, 2021 3R 2022 H AT ST P g

gg Y@ifhd HRd gU b Sar &) Awe 3R a¥g Ay SFHRT U & &1
fYPR T, I8 I8 IRPR & IR | Bl T 3=YT, JH 7 STy uikdiential
B FHAT: "3HIBINGT B =Y H, U] HATad! 3R fAHTT, AT Afaadl
3R UeIfIpIRal &1 AnfeRid &1 § &d g1 A1fgU| war & ST 38 & | Jgi
TIFSTRIFT, AT 3R Rigia T Uiyt U smad uiRiemn &1 9d g4
RO &1 WRaT 8, 3R 31U &1H § Jed Siie- & ol JIde HIRd | "

Hifear & 1Y LML BT Hararddd YfHdT & IR 8 9d1d gu Hdeil - Hel
for Tifear Te Iga aae SUHR § S T 8 Jod Sedl g1 "YRdA™
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TeH H, 399 IRBR P TS 3R Ugdl BT TR H1 | Heg of gl Th
gikdeandie safed & =0 &, 3mueh! 30 faunT & efPbior 3R =¥ &) g
BT, 3R S SIS &3 § &= 1 Bfd # YR BT =1fgu 1

&7 3 gar YHIREl B ufesy & Hifsar o gAfadl & ufd e Ha
Hel fh I= "Ieonuid! o IHA W0-TERIdl U3 USRI 3R "favT SeT
fcfplRre eferaia @ off Auear g 99 & SRH &3 eR-NHhed Y
WSl W USRSl ™1, e 3ifsfeT & GhRIdA® THIT & 3l
Ui THIYT & AGidh o o8 BT B U Ugd 3R 3fifSe 3R @ral &
g o iRy gefe BT SRR WA g

https://jantaserishta.com/delhi-ncr/cags-reach-ranges-from-babus-to-
political-officials-2152030

STATES NEWS ITEMS

15.  Varsity promotions in violation of UGC rules cost state Rs 14 cr: CAG
(tribuneindia.com) Mar 23, 2023

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India finds that Deenbandhu
Chhotu Ram University of Science and Technology, Sonepat, and Guru
Jambheshwar University of Science and Technology, Hisar, promoted faculty
members under the career advancement scheme (CAS) in violation of the
University Grants Commission (UGC) regulations. These varsities adopted
deviated academic performance indicator (API) based performance based appraisal
system (PBAS), which resulted in the inadmissible payment of salary and
allowances of Rs 14.75 crore to 117 faculty members.

The CAG report was laid on the table of the Vidhan Sabha on March 22. The UGC
vide its regulations on minimum qualification for the appointment and other
service conditions of university and college teachers specified the selection
procedure for the promotion of teachers of universities under CAS. These
regulations provide for incorporating the API-based PBAS, a scoring system
proforma at the institutional level for universities and colleges. The regulations
also permitted the varsities to adjust weightage without changing the minimum
API score requirement. The proposed scores for APl in CAS promotions are
categorised into three categories. Category | includes teaching, learning and
evaluation-related activities; Category Il includes co-curricular, extension and
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professional development-related activities; and Category Il includes research and
academic contributions.

The Higher Education Department decided to adopt the UGC regulations of June
2010 and issued orders on CAS regulations.

“The audit observed that both the universities, instead of adjusting the weightages
within the prescribed API parameter score, altered the maximum API score defined
for that category, leading to the deviation in maximum API scores as prescribed in
the UGC guidelines in Category | and Il. Further, both universities also assigned
additional scores against the prescribed API parameter in excess of that assigned in
the UGC quidelines under Category Ill. New API parameters, other than those
prescribed in the UGC guidelines in Category Ill, were adopted by these
universities, and existing APl parameters were also modified in Category IIL,”
observed the CAG.

Two universities altered API score

-Deenbandhu Chhotu Ram University of Science and Technology, Sonepat, and
Guru Jambheshwar University of Science and Technology, Hisar, were found
violating norms

-The audit observed that both universities, instead of adjusting the weightages
within the prescribed academic performance indicator (API) parameter score,
altered the maximum API score defined for that category

-This led to the deviation in maximum API scores as prescribed in the UGC
guidelines in Category I and I.
https://lwww.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/varsity-promotions-in-violation-
of-ugc-rules-cost-state-14-cr-cag-490452

16. MMRDA under debt 60,000 Cr debt, projects undertaken without
thought: Jayant Patil (freepressjournal.in) March 22, 2023

Once one of the richest government bodies, the Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (MMRDA) is now under Rs60,000 crore debt, said former
water resource minister and NCP leader Jayant Patil during the Assembly session.

Targeting the state government, Patil said it has declared projects worth Rs5,000
crore in the budget but the project implementation body, MMRDA, continues to
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avail loans. “Declaring new projects is an eyewash. How will you generate the
money? That answer should have come during the budget session, but it hasn’t
come until now,” Patil said.

Project cost of Metro 3 increased by 50%

Patil said that the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), in its report,
also said that Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation Limited (MMRCL) didn’t publish
tenders on the Central public procurement portal. “The CAG also said that the
estimated cost of many tenders was inflated and MMRCL availed loans in dollars
from foreign banks,” said Patil, who further targeted the state for making false
promises to people of Maharashtra. “The project cost of Metro 3 has increased by
50% in a year, which is Rs4,000 crore,” he said.

Alleging that projects have been undertaken for “an event”, Patil said, “If there’s
an intention to complete the projects, then the government would have arranged the
funds first.”

The NCP leader also targeted the government over the breaking of the BMC’s
fixed deposits and said that it thinks it now has the “key to BMC locker”.
“Spending money indiscriminately on works like Mumbai beautification by
liquidating the fixed deposits is being done to deliberately bring down Mumbai,”
he said. https://www.freepressjournal.in/f/mumbai/mmrdaunder-debt-60000-
cr-debt-projects-undertaken-without-thought-jayant-patil

17. pellarg &1 &1 NUid ¥ Jardar: gao! ot feaq g A &
AT, WIIgEIG fAH # 200 HRIS BT TIETAT (bhaskar.com) March

23, 2023

BN TURT & g1 @ Wolare BT garT &1 & RUie T g g1 Jemw
fora g (AT Ao 8 gae! o a1y ¢ a1 T, 981 U o) URAR & U
Y 1T et &t Wt ary ugemar manl o oY Yy oft A @1 v R
T

BT I8 3T fb Uxmd &) +ff 1.31 H3is U &I a1y fear man| wiiemere e
T 3-CSRT Bl RIBAR HR TP ShaR & A1 H A dgad R 34 U fed
FER & YR W B f&ar, fored 8 ol 23.80 HRIS BUT BT T4 gl
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Safes B 3T 81 Tl UT| fo-1 B 8t SHaR Bl 183.83 Hle JUU Bl MY
WS AT I FATm A 200 HRIS FUT A SA1ET D1 i 918 7S g

TR T T[S7ia, Jgad, TR § ¢ &l -Tg! agal off XgT| ¢ 2018 I
663 PHRIS BUT ! fordm 7T df 2021 H Tg MR TgHR 2178 FIS FUT &I TR |
Td fayn off fiss 7161 @11 s faanfeal &t Ade ¥R i T fo |

fFrafor ot # 38 g3, IFeRI W A9 &g Y ..

Jresggl 7 Il &1 Ul ol Seaw- [haT| A Siagrdst & & 99 fGu
T T 9 8H W Uec] ab Aol s | FIY fQUTT BT 1.53 TRIS o1 THAM
g3MT| Iua o ety fafdr fayfaemera & oo § ot ¢ 51 98l d& 6
SHGR B 26.46 HIS SUT D] S Y Ygordl |

ASH 1T BIRATUTIS Biost B RITTAT H - 98 Bt S J S 3R i o
T IR AH Ta! (Ul ISTHIY W 3.88 IRIS B HUR ST Al B RfHIR
R hpec! okl Bl Uardid faU o F 14.75 BRI JUT BT 3RAIBI dd- U
i) @'Q Y| https://www.bhaskar.com/local/chandigarh/news/benefit-of-

kisan-samman-nidhi-to-the-dead-200-crore-scam-in-faridabad-corporation-
131072338.html

18. &I ®t NUId § GaArM GG § AP & qIg Ul g3 FTHDR gal
YA (devbhoomimedia.com) March 23, 2023

SERIG: STRIGS H 3(aY W DI Ahx gHIM I g1 T W 8Id 3% &. 81 &l
T WRBR BT 3R T TR 671 B RUIE T 3 1 &1 GART foar T ¢ & oA
&t # @ W AP @it 7, 39 & 7 W} ysed § WA fobar &1 38T 7. Tgl e,
o7 P RAE § Jeage gas off SR $Rd §U 39 10 &1 IfP &1 715 8. A &)
gg off Farar T | T SrgAfa ¥ STl i & T We fohdT ST X@T 6. i g
G ATd & CIIUIeRH o [oTE WRBRT MSd o Hex] BT H ST fopdr 1T,

RTQlT SERIgH H 3fde = TIAfaferdy o1 3HTdhe HR- & folt 2017-18 ¥ 2020-
21 A% b W el DT @1 URI&T {1 71, el WRig & uar el fos foran
SEXIgT U 24 T @l B ¥ o e TR 91 @ i@l AH-3 (@ A,
ETHIAT H 21/3 3R FegTd @HAT ) H 23/3 T 994 A &1 &t Ruid &
STIR TATURIET RT3y T &1 U o7 3T &+ o o ReAte SR

20



https://www.bhaskar.com/local/chandigarh/news/benefit-of-kisan-samman-nidhi-to-the-dead-200-crore-scam-in-faridabad-corporation-131072338.html
https://www.bhaskar.com/local/chandigarh/news/benefit-of-kisan-samman-nidhi-to-the-dead-200-crore-scam-in-faridabad-corporation-131072338.html
https://www.bhaskar.com/local/chandigarh/news/benefit-of-kisan-samman-nidhi-to-the-dead-200-crore-scam-in-faridabad-corporation-131072338.html
http://devbhoomimedia.com/

3R frsinfther SpTHRM RICH (SHeSUH) Tod &1 3XWIHT fobdl T, 91 &1
fedic SRFT CoHTarst o uikomdl &t gfY & g Tgad Hifas g, faum &
e Uy & Serey &1 faRayur iR WRERT TARYET gRT T It & @ud
o O1egy Y ! TR,

SEXIGT & I & H U Y W & WA H IMBR DI dle] 3UU b [oRd
®T JHAM G, BT DI RUC & HTAR CeRIg forad & ol T &1 GhRI]
T &7, TiM-3 W1ge 3R FeeM Wige H T A1ftharsit 3 37.17 arg Hifew
T 3fdY W9 B! fd™ T AT, g SR RN & USBRT Sfae W9 R
T AT § ATHRTHATS 8. 39 Y WA I IR Bl HRId 39.98 TS 3R
STl & U T 5.71 HRIS BUT BT JH A gafl.

GHRIA1 T &F: AT et R FRUT ShF! G I3 Dl SHAR] 2017 J T
& foTg Ug W et T . forgTen, SFeRt 2017 § @ig T TAiaie g gt
13T ft. J1a9g IUD TWURET GRT dh-ih] AGDHR Pt Hag I Ild 2020
T fPU 7T S{EHT-3EHT THT H edse SHY & 3MHad & IR HRas 2020
e = -Ta| [T TR Tfdhd, T5 2020 3R I9d 91 9 Ufaafad & & 3dy
T @ fafafiat iiwrg . Sefer, 39 SR 3y AemRY SR YHH &
T TG HR | YU Ah SIS .

-3 WSe: WiT-3 A3e a7 &7 | YT €. 59 U3¢ & fAY g+/9aiavul Wil
T3 2019 T & oy €l 715 At I¥d §1g B gaier vy Widhfd Urtd o= & forg
ORASHT TRATad A 3MTde 3R BB UK fhY 3. SIRES 9 faaw™
e ¥ ot TRl Wiefa ura a3 &1 T fdhar S X@T ol ddbHi)
qAeHR 7 Yeage e AR 309 & UR R Ay e & ara
2018 ¥ 2020 b o ATl H W= Tafafedt & 9fg g5, 3agaR 2019 d&d T
T & PR & FR R forar mar. Refe AR 0 & fazawor @ e
frspul ot Rieitg e ¥ o st gfY o1 718,

Hee URc: Heald s Wd UgT 3R UIiaruiid Wipid & IR T
»ad Us R AT U &3 & Wi & fvan o1 gt 7. forget diwie foren
HAFE R G [TUN B 3R ¥ Tgad © 0 F IR0 WP R T9 Ug
¥ fa-®ieiifede &1 SWN dRep [hdl Sdl §. dd-id!] JaedR A
MBS IR W Ue R AT 7T &7 & arex T4 Tiararert & Rae fa.
ORI I8 XU BT § b 39 &9 H 31y U ¥ T4 Janferd fodr o 38T 6.
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%ﬂﬁﬁ@éﬁ%lﬁwmw%ﬁ?é@wmﬁ?ﬂqwmﬁ
Tgaiy 3R 9@ dre! ¥ +f @1 9t g% TR G SIS HY B GOIRI IaAre °
Wt I MiST & A= 1 Wt sTaHT fobar T B, gTetifes, @ &1 U8 31y
W 2017-18 T AP 2020-21 & S Wl TAT. BT HI RAE F AR G4
Wﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁwﬁm%wﬁ@%aﬁ
JoR, 9@ Tl 3R Wigde drel & AeR Wt Ul TN B & SHiHS F HTUR
6303 TRBRI dTel, 60,882 forT USlipUT aral aTgAl 3R 42,857 3= dTgHl
P FTHTA I YT gH H fobar T,

77 o1 RO & 39 91d &1 1 fo1p 8 6 2,969 TRBRY arsAl @ e U A
24 BIR 474 Hifddh T, 835 AT ATl Y BRI 97 BoIR Hifcdh < & 1Y &l
2500 ¢l aTel Hig 1.52 Hifew T 31y W= IR &I GIar 14T, geiif,
g9 57 BOIR ¥ 3T aTe U 9, S Uoiigpd 78T 3. TY argHl o ST il
fOIE o 40 9T TS 8. Y &1 782 USIH i o AeR T 3y T o a7
¥ T T, ST € TeT, 261 3-RaRT SR 201 URAT IR F T & 8000
el ¥ Wt @ 9wk w1 @ @il mm

https://devbhoomimedia.com/revealed-in-the-cag-report-heavy-mining-
happened-even-after-the-ban-in-dehradun/

SELECTED NEWS ITEMS/ARTICLES FOR READING

19. Rs 1 lakh crore cess, surcharge may go unspent in FY23
(newindianexpress.com) Mar 23, 2023

Even as the Centre’s collections through Cesses and surcharges have increased
significantly over the past few years, a lot of the fund so collected remains
unutilized. Data presented in parliament by the finance ministry shows that the Rs
99,000 crore collected through Cess and surcharges will go unutilized in the
current financial year.

This is much higher than Rs 58,000 crore that remained unutilized in 2021-22. In
the next financial year, the unutilized amount might go up to Rs 1.3 lakh crore.The
finance ministry has informed parliament that revenue from Cess and Surcharge
(excluding GST compensation cess) would double in 2023-24 to Rs 4.2 lakh crore
from Rs 2.1 lakh crore in 2018-19, showing a 14.5% annual growth in the past five
years.
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The government is likely to collect Rs 3.98 lakh crore via cess and surcharges, but
would spend Rs 2.99 lakh crore in the current fiscal. As per the government’s
budget estimate for the next financial year, it would spend only Rs 2.87 lakh crore
against a collection of Rs 4.2 lakh crore in 2023-24. Of the Rs 3.98 lakh crore
spent in 2022-23, primary and higher education accounted for Rs 62,000 crore, but
a significant chunk (Rs 2.08 lakh crore) went to construction of roads and
infrastructure.

Cess & Surcharge collection and use

Year Collection Utilised ; Unutlised &
(Zcr) (Zcr)  iamount (Zc) "=
2023-24 (BE) | 416,569 | 129,389 |287180 _9:3’3
2022-23 (RE) {398,570 | 299,635 {98935 = {.0‘:,\1’;’
202122 394423 |336)60 {58263 = & )
2020-21  {329987 258913 {71074 B
2019-20 {217,114 134,041 {83,073 g D PR
2018-19 {21251 {90,608 {121,903 ,, ..—

Note: The cess and surecharge collected is excluding the GST
compensation cess

Surcharges and cesses are collected for specific purposes, and the amount thus
collected is transferred to respective reserve funds created for the intended
purposes.However, it has often been found that not all of amount collected through
such levies are transferred to the reserve funds, and instead being retained in the

Consolidated Fund of India unutilised. Since Surcharges and Cesses are not part of
the Centre’s tax pool which is shared with the states, many state governments have
raised concerns over growing share of such levies in Centre’s gross tax collection.
The share of surcharges and cesses in the Centre’s gross revenue has gone up from
8.6% in 2010-11 to 13% (excluding GST compensation Cess) in 2022-23.
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2023/mar/23/rs-1-lakh-cr-
cess-surcharge-may-go-unspent-in-fy23-2558700.html
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20.  Air Force slashes procurement budget on Russia supply delays
(economictimes.indiatimes.com) Mar 23, 2023

With military supplies from Russia facing roadblocks given the war in Ukraine, the
Indian Air Force has sharply reduced its projected spending on procurement for
FY24. The cut has taken place due to delays in the supply of the critical S400 air
defence system and spares for the air force fleet.

The air force informed a parliamentary panel that while there is no paucity of funds
available from government for modernisation, it reduced the capital budget
projections as "stage-wise payment" expected to take place are unlikely to happen
due to delays.

"There is a major project... where the deliveries have been stopped because of the
war (that is) going on. So, we had a major delivery in this year, which is not going
to take place,” an air force representative told the parliamentary standing
committee on defence recently. "They have given us in writing that they are not
able to deliver it. That is why the major part of projection has been reduced."

India has received three S400 squadrons, two of which have been deployed on the
east and west borders.
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Issues over payments

The remaining two squadrons that were to be delivered in FY24 are likely to be
delayed, with no clear indication on fresh timelines, said people with knowledge of
the matter. The $5.43 billion deal for five S400 squadrons was inked with Russia
in 2018, with deliveries scheduled to be completed by mid-2024.
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For FY23, the air force had projected capital expenses of Rs 85,322 crore, though
the actual allocation was less. However, in the FY24 budget, it projected expenses
of Rs 58,808 crore, with the entire amount being allocated.

"As far as projection is concerned, our projection last year was Rs 85,000 crore and
we finally got allocation of Rs 57,000 crore which we consumed,” the air force
representative said. "This year, the projection itself has been less because of this
Russia-Ukraine war as some of our deliveries are not taking place. So, we have
already been told that those deliveries will not take place. So, we have taken that
part of the component out."

Beyond delays in supplies, issues over payments from India to Russia are still to be
resolved. Last year, the air force surrendered Rs 1,837 crore from its capital
budget, mostly on account of payments not being processed to Russian entities that
are facing western sanctions.

India has been taking steps to move towards indigenisation, with big orders for
light combat aircraft and helicopters, but the legacy fleet still is dependent on
Russian support. A bulk of India's jet fighters - from the Su 30MKI to MiG 29s and
in-service MiG 21s - are of Russian origin. Some of these, like the Su 30MKIl, are
likely to stay in service for the next two  decades.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/air-force-slashes-
procurement-budget-on-russia-supply-
delays/articleshow/98927147.cms?from=mdr

21. Reverse the trend. Rejuvenate small water bodies
(thehindubusinessline.com) March 22, 2023

Water is paramount for economic development and poverty reduction. But the
water-related news coming from different quarters in recent years is worrisome.
The United Nation’s water website mentions that in the early to mid-2010s, 1.9
billion people or 27 per cent of the global population lived in severely water-scarce
areas. But this number will increase to 2.7- 3.2 billion people by 2050.

The Water and Related Statistics (2021), published by the Central Water
Commission of India, mentions that one out of three people will live in a water-
stressed area by 2025. These suggest that there is an urgent need to augment the
water supply wherever possible to avert the looming water crisis.
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But unfortunately, the small water bodies (tanks and others) which have been
supporting the agriculture and domestic requirement of water for many years in
India are fast vanishing now.

What is the state of small water bodies (SWBs)? Why is the area irrigated by
SWBs declining at a faster pace? Given the increased demand for water, can we
afford to ignore SWBs?

Though small in size, the benefits derived from SWBs are enormous. Since these
are spread in all parts of the country, they provide easy access to water for all
purposes — domestic needs, animal husbandry, drinking water and agriculture.
SWBs have several distinct features from other water sources (canal and
groundwater). Because of their small size, they can be easily managed.

The maintenance cost of this water source is low compared to that of canal
irrigation, which has increased phenomenally over time.

The command area of most SWBs is normally small, irrigating 100-500 acres. This
allows distribution of water effectively, without any conflicts between tail-end and
head-reach farmers, which is common in canal command areas. It helps reduce the
poverty of resource-poor small and marginal farmers who are the main
beneficiaries of SWBs.

The increased water storage from SWBs also helps increase groundwater recharge.
Importantly, as SWBs are located in every village, women do not have to walk far
to fetch water for their drinking needs.

Current status

These SWBs, which have met all the water needs for centuries, are now rapidly
declining in terms of numbers and area irrigated. Studies show that rainfall is not
the main reason for this. Continuous encroachment on catchment areas and flow
canals that carry rainwater to tanks, lack of annual maintenance of tanks by
allocating adequate funds, etc., are some of the reasons for the reduction of
irrigated area by SWBs.

From 46.30 lakh hectares (lha) in 1960-61, the area irrigated by tanks in India

declined to 16.68 lha in 2019-20. As a result, the share of tank area in India’s net
irrigated area (NIA) declined from 20 per cent to 2 per cent during this period
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In States like Tamil Nadu, where tank irrigation accounted for one-third of
irrigated area in the 1960s and 1970s, the area under tank irrigation declined from
9.36 lha to 3.72 lha during this period.

Due to this, the farmers who were completely relying on tank irrigation for the
cultivation of crops have left agriculture or kept the land fallow. Surprisingly, even
in years with good rainfall, the area irrigated by tanks has not increased in Tami
Nadu. The same trend is seen in other States too.

The urban agglomeration witnessed from the 1990s has severely impacted SWBs,
turning many of them into dumping grounds. The Standing Committee on Water
Resources (2012-13) underlined in its 16th report that most of the water bodies in
the country were encroached upon by State agencies themselves.

The civic body at large remains silent when encroachments of water bodies happen
under its very nose. Besides reducing the water storage capacity of the SWBs, the
continuously increasing encroachments also lead to widespread flooding during the
monsoon season.

The 5th Minor Irrigation Census, published in 2017 by the Ministry of Water
Resources, underlines that the number of surface minor irrigation schemes has
declined from 6,01,000 in 2006-07 to 5,92,000 in 2013-14; reduction in the
number of SWBs is observed in most States (Chart 2). According to the Standing
Committee on Water Resources (2012-13), about one million hectares of irrigation
potential was lost due to encroachment and other reasons.

Looking ahead

Policymakers must understand that if SWBs continue to be neglected, the recharge
mechanism of wells will collapse. In such a case, even wells will not have water.
Already, there is a warning signal from the Central Groundwater Board which tells
that the number of blocks classified as over-exploited/critical/semi-critical has
increased from 1,645 in 2004 to 2,538 in 2020.

All these indicate that the small water bodies need to be repaired, restored and
renovated. First of all, considering the ever-increasing encroachments, strong
legislation should urgently be enacted to make encroachment on water bodies a
cognisable offence.
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Following the judgment of September 6, 2014, by the Madras High Court Madurai
Bench, approval for the layout or building plan on lands located on SWBs should
not be given.

Understanding the dying state of SWBs, a separate Ministry for Small Water
Bodies should be created with adequate funding to conduct periodic repair and
rehabilitation works. Without the participation of farmers who are the main
beneficiaries of SWBs, it is difficult to improve the performance of these age-old
0ases.

Therefore, farmers must voluntarily come forward to set up a tank users’
organisation and undertake the repairing of SWBs, as followed earlier under the
age-old Kudimaramathu system. Since corporates are increasingly using water for
various purposes, they should be asked to repair and renovate SWBs under the
ambit of corporate social responsibility. If swift actions are not taken to save
SWBs, they will slowly disappear and the water woes will aggravate.
https://lwww.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/rejuvenate-small-water-
bodies/article66650348.ece

22. Railways Running on Losses a Sign of Gaps in ‘Overall Planning and
Management’: Parl Panel (thewire.in) 22 March 2023

The fact that the Indian Railways recorded a revenue loss of Rs 15,024.58 crore in
the financial year 2021-22 and there is a persistent downward trend in revenue over
the years is a sign of gaps in overall planning and management, a Parliamentary
Committee said.

The Indian Railways is running on losses. In 2021-22, it recorded a loss of Rs
15,024.58 crore, which it has put down to an increase in staff expenditure over the
Ipst few years. The COVID-19 pandemic too affected its revenues, the Railways
has said.

A Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways noted that there has been a
continuous downward trend in revenues in the Railways over the past few years.

The Committee said that the decline in revenue generation is an indicator of
“internal deficiencies in the overall planning and management of the Railways”,
per The Hindu. The Committee was “perturbed” to see that despite enhanced
budgetary support and extra budgetary resources, the Indian Railways has not been
able to generate sufficient funds internally, it said.
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The Committee noted that Rs 70,516 crore of the Railways’ revenues went to its
pension fund. This was impacting its operating ratio — which takes into account the
total working expenditure and total traffic earnings — adversely, the Committee
said.

The Committee recommended that the Ministry of Railways implement measures
to stop this downward decline in revenue and ensure means to generate revenues.

Last year, a parliamentary standing committee pulled up the Indian Railways for
the “disregard” shown by the Board towards the recommendations of the
Commission of Railway Safety (CRS) and for not framing safety rules for the
operations of goods trains. https://thewire.in/government/railways-losses-
gaps-planning-management-parliamentary-panel

30


https://thewire.in/government/railways-losses-gaps-planning-management-parliamentary-panel
https://thewire.in/government/railways-losses-gaps-planning-management-parliamentary-panel

