NEWS ITEMS ON CAG /AUDIT REPORTS

1. CAG terms media reports on transfer of officials ‘baseless’

(thehindu.com) October 13, 2023

Citing news reports about the transfer of CAG officials, the Congress had accused the
Centre of intimidating those who had “exposed corruption” in Ayushman Bharat,
Dwarka Expressway project

The Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India on Friday dismissed
media reports on the transfer of its officials, saying that they were baseless and
incorrect.

Taking note of the news reports about the transfer of CAG officials who had “exposed
corruption” in the Ayushman Bharat scheme and the Dwarka Expressway project, the
Congress had on Wednesday accused the Union government of intimidating the
officials, and had demanded their reinstatement.

In a statement, the CAG’s office said: “To set the record straight, matters of transfer
and postings are a matter of administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives
into these is highly presumptuous.”

‘Completely incorrect’

“Audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period, comprising
officers entrusted with field work, central processing and finalisation at the highest
level,” it explained. “The referred audit reports also went through multiple hands before
due approval, and subsequent tabling in the Legislature; and hence cannot be attributed
to any one officer. Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the
President after approval at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in
the public domain. To attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by
administrative requirements, is completely incorrect,” it added.

Stating that the reports were without any basis and cast aspersions on the functioning
of the institution and its chief, G.C. Murmu, it said: “The contentions that the CAG is
not signing [approving] any fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all
field work, is categorically and unequivocally rejected... The number of audit reports
approved by the CAG, Mr. Murmu, has been on a sharp ascent over the past three years,
attaining an all time high of 173 audit reports in 2022-23 (Union and States).”

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 State audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23; and the total number of reports tabled -- including
those approved prior to 2022-23 -- was 183. In the current financial year to date, 43
audit  reports have been approved by the CAG, it said.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/reports-on-the-transfer-of-officials-who-

exposed-corruption-are-baseless-cag-office/article67416611.ece#Insipefpl2z6vdx1otd
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2. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(ptinews.com) Updated: October 13, 2023

The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected with
reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre's flagship Bharatmala and
Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports
went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.

"To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.

"Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month.

The opposition Congress accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who
had exposed "corruption™ within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption.

CAG in the statement dismissed contentions that it was not signing or approving any
fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it "is
categorically and unequivocally rejected".



The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states).

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current financial year to date, 43 audit reports
have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://www.ptinews.com/news/national/cag-dismisses-allegations-of-malfeasance-in-
transfer-of-officers/670050.html

3. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(theweek.in) Updated: October 13, 2023

The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected with
reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre's flagship Bharatmala and
Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports
went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.

"To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.

"Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
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capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month.

The opposition Congress accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who
had exposed "corruption™ within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption.

CAG in the statement dismissed contentions that it was not signing or approving any
fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it "is
categorically and unequivocally rejected".

The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states).

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current financial year to date, 43 audit reports
have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2023/10/13/del62-biz-cag-
transfers.html

4. CAG rejects wrongdoing in transfer of three officers
(millenniumpost.in) Updated: October 13, 2023

Dismissing the allegations of wrongdoing, the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG) has on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected
with reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre’s flagship Bharatmala
and Ayushman Bharat schemes by stating that transfers and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly
presumptuous.

In a statement, the CAG said that audit reports went through multiple hands before
being approved by the highest authority for tabling in Parliament.

“To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly presumptuous,’ the CAG
said in a statement.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.
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In its statement, CAG said that audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a
prolonged period, comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and
finalisation at the highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.

‘Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.
https://www.millenniumpost.in/nation/cag-rejects-wrongdoing-in-transfer-of-three-
officers-536553

5. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(latestly.com) Updated: October 13, 2023

The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected with
reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre's flagship Bharatmala and
Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports
went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.

"To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.

"Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
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capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month.

The opposition Congress accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who
had exposed "corruption™ within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption.

CAG in the statement dismissed contentions that it was not signing or approving any
fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it "is
categorically and unequivocally rejected".

The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states).

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current financial year to date, 43 audit reports
have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/india-news-cag-dismisses-allegations-of-
malfeasance-in-transfer-of-officers-
5484986.html#:~:text=The%20CAG%200n%20Friday%20denied,motives%20t0%20
these%20is%20highly

6. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(dailyexcelsior.com) Updated: October 13, 2023

The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected with
reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre's flagship Bharatmala and
Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports
went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.

"To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.
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CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.

"Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month.

The opposition Congress accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who
had exposed "corruption™ within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption.

CAG in the statement dismissed contentions that it was not signing or approving any
fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it "is
categorically and unequivocally rejected".

The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states).

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current financial year to date, 43 audit reports
have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/cag-dismisses-allegations-of-malfeasance-in-transfer-
of-officers/

7. CAG denies auditors shifted over critical reports on govt
schemes (tribuneindia.com) 14 Oct 2023

Faced with a controversy over the transfer of auditors who had submitted reports critical
of the Modi government’s flagship Bharatmala and Ayushman Bharat schemes, the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) on Friday said transfers and postings
were a matter of administrative convenience and “attaching ulterior motives to these is
highly presumptuous”.
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The CAG had reported a 1,400 per cent increase in cost as well as inconsistencies in
tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project and exposed lakhs of claims under the
Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made by beneficiaries linked to a single
mobile number. Officials were reportedly transferred last month. The CAG, however,

did not respond to reports stating that the officials had passed verbal orders to “stop all
field work™.

In a statement, the CAG said audit reports went through multiple hands before being
approved by the highest authority for tabling in Parliament. The statement followed
Congress criticism over the transfer of auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad
Surkayant Shirsa, who had headed the audit into the Dwarka Expressway project, and
Ashok Sinha, who was responsible for the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

The CAG sought to address opposition criticism by stating that both reports were
presented to the President after approval at the highest level, laid before Parliament,
and were in the public domain. “To attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers
driven by administrative requirements is completely incorrect,” it said.

Audit reports approved by CAG GC Murmu had attained an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23, 165 in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year, it said. Murmu, a
1985-batch Gujarat cadre officer, was appointed as CAG in 2020 after an unusual stint
as the first Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh following the abrogation of Article 370. He
had been moved to the post after serving as Revenue Secretary at the Centre.
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/cag-denies-auditors-shifted-over-critical-
reports-on-govt-schemes-553074

8. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(devdiscourse.com) Updated: October 13, 2023

The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected with
reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre's flagship Bharatmala and
Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports
went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.

"To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.
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CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.

"Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month.

The opposition Congress accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who
had exposed "corruption™ within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption.

CAG in the statement dismissed contentions that it was not signing or approving any
fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it "is
categorically and unequivocally rejected".

The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states).

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current financial year to date, 43 audit reports
have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/politics/2628988-cag-dismisses-allegations-of-
malfeasance-in-transfer-of-officers

9. Empowered CAG (tribuneindia.com) 16 Oct 2023
Guardian of public purse must stay independent

The office of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has dismissed as
baseless the claim that the transfer of three officers was linked to the submission of
reports critical of the Modi government’s flagship Bharatmala and Ayushman Bharat
schemes. A news portal had reported that the officers were handling the audit reports
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that had exposed corruption. Alleging intimidation of officers and questioning the
government’s silence about the matter, the Congress has demanded the cancellation of
the transfers. The CAG report, it has said, documented 1,400 per cent cost inflation and
tendering irregularities in the Dwarka Expressway project, and faulty bidding practices
as well as 60 per cent cost inflation of the Bharatmala scheme. An audit of Ayushman
Bharat showed that lakhs of claims were paid to dead patients and at least 7.5 lakh
beneficiaries were linked to a single mobile number.

During the UPA rule, CAG reports used to be a lethal weapon in the hands of the
Opposition. The CAG emerged as a key institution responsible for ensuring
accountability. Having been at the receiving end, the Congress has accused the BJP of
imposing curbs on the custodian of the public purse since 2014. Following the latest
controversy, the CAG has denied issuing verbal orders to stop all field work. It has
pointed out that the approval of audit reports has been on the rise under the incumbent,
Girish Chandra Murmu, a Gujarat-cadre officer who was appointed as the CAG in 2020
after serving as the first Lieutenant Governor of J&K. These facts are not under dispute.
The empowerment and independent functioning of the institution, free from
government control and political bias, are at the core of the debate.

The office of the CAG has spoken about fulfilling its constitutional duty to ensure
transparency and accountability in governance. Nothing less is expected.
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/editorials/empowered-cag-553576

10. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(theprint.in) October 13, 2023

The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected with
reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre’s flagship Bharatmala and
Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports
went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.

“To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.
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“Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month.

The opposition Congress accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who
had exposed “corruption” within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption.

CAG in the statement dismissed contentions that it was not signing or approving any
fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it “is
categorically and unequivocally rejected”.

The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states).

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current financial year to date, 43 audit reports
have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://theprint.in/economy/cag-dismisses-allegations-of-malfeasance-in-transfer-of-
officers/1802836/

11. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(newsdrum.in) Updated: October 13, 2023

The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors connected with
reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre's flagship Bharatmala and
Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter of administrative
convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports

went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.
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"To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level.

The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due approval, and
subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to any one officer.

"Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month.

The opposition Congress accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who
had exposed "corruption™ within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption.

CAG in the statement dismissed contentions that it was not signing or approving any
fresh reports and verbal orders have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it "is
categorically and unequivocally rejected".

The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states).

Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state audit reports were tabled in Parliament
and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current financial year to date, 43 audit reports
have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://www.newsdrum.in/business/cag-dismisses-allegations-of-malfeasance-in-
transfer-of-officers-1544906
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12. CAG dismisses allegations of malfeasance in transfer of officers
(english.mathrubhumi.com) 14 October, 2023

New Delhi: The CAG on Friday denied any malfeasance in the transfer of auditors
connected with reports that unearthed alleged irregularities in the Centre's flagship
Bharatmala and Ayushman Bharat schemes, saying transfers and postings are a matter
of administrative convenience, and attaching ulterior motives to these is highly
presumptuous.

In a statement, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) said audit reports
went through multiple hands before being approved by the highest authority for tabling
in Parliament.

"To set the record straight, matters of transfer and postings are a matter of
administrative convenience and to read ulterior motives into these is highly
presumptuous,” the auditor to the government said.

The statement came after the Congress criticised the government for reportedly
transferring auditors Atoorva Sinha and Dattaprasad Surkayant Shirsa who were in
charge of audit reports scrutinising the Dwarka Expressway project, and Ashok Sinha,
who had initiated the audit of the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

CAG said audit reports are prepared by an extensive team over a prolonged period,
comprising officers entrusted with fieldwork, central processing and finalisation at the
highest level. The audit reports, it said, also went through multiple hands before due
approval, and subsequent tabling in the Legislature, and hence cannot be attributed to
any one officer.

"Furthermore, both referred reports have been presented to the President after approval
at the highest level, and laid before the Parliament, and are in the public domain. To
attribute any malfeasance to these routine transfers driven by administrative
requirements is completely incorrect,” the apex auditor said.

The CAG reports, which were tabled in Parliament in August, highlighted alleged
irregularities in some aspects of the Bharatmala project, a 1,400 per cent increase in
cost and inconsistencies in tendering for the Dwarka Expressway project in the national
capital and lakhs of claims under the Ayushman Bharat health insurance being made
by beneficiaries lined to a single mobile number.

The CAG officials were reportedly transferred last month. The opposition Congress
accused the government of intimidating CAG officers who had exposed "corruption”
within various schemes.

Party General Secretary Jairam Ramesh accused the Modi government of threatening
and removing individuals who expose corruption. CAG in the statement dismissed
contentions that it was not signing or approving any fresh reports and verbal orders
have been issued to stop all fieldwork, saying it "is categorically and unequivocally
rejected".
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The auditor said the number of audit reports approved by the CAG G C Murmu has
been on a sharp ascent over the past three years, attaining an all-time high of 173 audit
reports in 2022-23 (Union and states). Of these, 29 Union audit reports and 78 state
audit reports were tabled in Parliament and State Legislatures in 2022-23. In the current
financial year to date, 43 audit reports have been approved by the CAG.

CAG had approved 165 reports in 2021-22 and 123 in the preceding year.
https://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/india/cag-dismisses-allegations-of-
malfeasance-in-transfer-of-officers-1.8985909

13, & A AUl & AR § TSTSl & SRUl B WIS
f®T (hindi.theprint.in) 13 October, 2023
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https://hindi.theprint.in/india/cag-rejects-allegations-of-irreqularities-in-transfer-of-
officers/613694/

14. AB-PMJAY: The messy path to universal health coverage
(financialexpress.com) 16 Oct 2023

As the CAG report on PMJAY shows, in healthcare, one can’t expect new solutions to not
beget newer problems in a perpetual problem-solution cycle

The Ayushman BharaT Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)—India’s
flagship publicly financed health insurance (PFHI) scheme—celebrated its fifth
anniversary this September. A CAG report on the performance audit of the AB-PMJAY
preceded this important milestone. It observed many of the same issues that have
traditionally bedeviled PFHIs in India, such as inclusion and exclusion errors,
duplication and fraud, poor provider engagement, and persistent out-of-pocket
expenses. Even before the roll-out of AB-PMJAY, PFHIs attracted considerable
academic opprobrium on the ground that they lacked strong indigenous evidence, and
some suggested rolling back this expedient measure in favour of public provisioning of
healthcare as the predominant means. Does the CAG report reinforce this argument?
Does the AB-PMJAY route merit a rethink?

Despite the ‘messiness’ of complex health systems, linear thinking continues to preside
over much of academic and policy discourse and feeds the fallacy that elegant,
unilateral solutions can sustainably plug health system gaps. The state of the UK and
Canadian health systems smash the commonly held notion that overarching public
involvement is the sole, eternal panacea for UHC. While many experts have contested
that the challenges with the UK and Canadian healthcare are attributable not to poor
design but to inadequate funding, it is the latter that is the problem. Any solution that
naively presumes the governments’ endless ability to fund public health care amid other
competing sectors and priorities will be foredoomed. This is not to argue against public
healthcare provisioning, but to emphasise that in a messy system such as healthcare,
one can’t expect new solutions not to beget newer problems in a perpetual problem-
solution cycle.

Grint has described wicked problems as those which admit to no straightforward and

rational solutions, lack past precedents, have no definitive end, and are inseparable from
their context. These are to be addressed through ‘clumsy’ solutions that are syncretic,
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creative, expedient, and often ad hoc and imperfect. Accordingly, the pragmatic answer
to UHC in a diverse landscape like India lies not in a single policy elixir, but is destined
to be an evolving mishmash of different approaches. This requires a careful balancing
of three major approaches: hierarchist (centralised governmental control), egalitarian
(decentralisation), and individualist (private initiative and innovation).

At least for the near future, the contours of AB-PMJAY are rather easily foreseeable.
Being poorly positioned to receive or absorb dramatic increases in funding quickly, it
is poised to continue offering thin health care coverage, even as ambitious expansions
of the beneficiary pool occur driven by populist motives. This warrants that it is
complemented by parallel avenues to improve healthcare access, while the
imperfections of the AB-PMJAY are steadily and simultaneously addressed.

Much of these will have to do with reducing costs and increasing efficiencies in private
health care. For example, while private health insurance is inequitable by nature,
allowing more affordable, simplified, and attractive commercial insurance options can
not only benefit a chunk of citizens but also have salutary effects on the private care
free market. Same goes for contributory health insurance, currently being planned by
the Union government for the middle-income population, despite its many glaring
drawbacks. Policy incentives for gainful consolidation of private healthcare providers
will need to be looked at beyond the purview of PFHIs.

Economic theory tells that besides driving up the demand for care, generous health
insurance contributes to overall healthcare inflation through inducing technological
innovations. Tech innovations, particularly in the advanced care space, are important
drivers of healthcare costs today, and this relentless march of technology has more or
less to be reconciled with. Rather, greater attention is now warranted to making routine
primary and secondary care as cost-effective as possible through cost-reducing
innovations. Highly protocol-driven primary care featuring task shifting from doctors
to mid-level health care providers and strongly aided by digital technologies are an apt
example. Similarly, indigenous models of home-based care and self-care need to be
increasingly explored. Evidence available globally shows that home-based care can be
cost-effective without impinging on quality and patient satisfaction.

Very often, AB-PMJAY has been posited as an alternative to investing directly in
public hospitals. This is a dangerous paralogism, and rather, the AB-PMJAY merits a
whole new way of looking at public sector reform. Much like strategic purchasing in
health has found widespread credence, strategic public sector strengthening,
particularly in the secondary care space and in under-resourced regions, is the need of
the hour under AB-PMJAY. Impending health care reorganisation under universal
health insurance is also likely to warrant strong decentralised administrative capacities.
Particular attention is merited on strengthening district level organs which remain
hobbled by human resource shortages.

Many of the issues highlighted in the CAG report can be redressed with a robust, well-
functioning digital health and data system. There is a need for a whole new perspective
from where to view the current digital health movement. A robust digital infrastructure,
first and foremost, needs to be seen as an instrument for effectively managing the
ineluctable messiness of the health system, through its integrative, economising, and
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analytical functions. https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/ab-pmjay-the-messy-
path-to-universal-health-coverage/3273541/#Inslyy3d5iyyz9bwk4r

15. India’s Nuclear Security Conundrum (intpolicydigest.org) 15 Oct
2023

When discussing nuclear security, transparency and rigorous oversight are indispensable
conditions for maintaining peace and stability.

In the complex theatre of international relations, few subjects carry the enormous
weight that nuclear security does. Nations endowed with nuclear capabilities bear a
solemn responsibility to adhere to rigorous safety and security protocols. These
protocols serve to protect not just their own national interests, but also the collective
well-being of the global community. This article aims to delve into the intricate
concerns surrounding India’s Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB), its complex
relationship with the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), and the profound
implications stemming from the lack of an autonomous nuclear regulatory institution.

When discussing nuclear security, transparency and rigorous oversight are
indispensable conditions for maintaining peace and stability. While it’s understandable
that nations like India, which possess military nuclear programs, would envelop the
specifics of their military arsenals in layers of secrecy, the state of their civilian nuclear
regulatory frameworks can offer critical insights into the overall landscape of nuclear
security. One might reasonably conclude that a nation with a military nuclear program
would establish even more stringent security measures to safeguard its strategic assets.

In the case of India, however, there is a conspicuous absence of a truly independent
nuclear regulatory body. The AERB, which is charged with overseeing the safety and
security protocols of India’s nuclear establishments, is not genuinely autonomous.
Instead, it functions under the purview of the DAE, the very organization responsible
for nuclear operations within India. This embedded relationship casts doubt on the
AERB’s ability to impartially scrutinize and, if necessary, halt DAE operations that
might not adhere to global standards—even if those operations carry substantial safety
and security risks.

Within India, the volume of concern has been steadily increasing regarding the
country’s swiftly expanding nuclear program on one hand and the noticeable absence
of robust safety and security measures on the other. The Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India has rung alarm bells concerning loopholes in nuclear security
and the problematic relationship between the AERB and the DAE. These domestic
worries are not insular; they have significant implications on an international scale.

Although the responsibility for nuclear security is fundamentally a national concern,
the haunting specter of nuclear terrorism and the peril of nuclear materials falling into
unauthorized hands have global repercussions. These concerns resonate not just within
international bodies, but also among neighboring nations.

Pakistan, for instance, has voiced apprehensions regarding multiple security lapses

within India’s nuclear infrastructure. The possibility of cross-border ramifications is
undeniable; a security breach could result in a transboundary dissemination of
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radioactivity that would be catastrophic for the region. These apprehensions underline
the urgency of addressing the existing gaps in India’s nuclear regulatory schema.

The lack of a robust security framework poses significant risks, both in terms of
transboundary security implications and in emboldening unsavory elements within the
system, as well as potential terrorist organizations within India. The scenario of such
elements acquiring nuclear materials for financial benefits—or even more alarmingly,
for acts of terrorism—is a nightmarish vision.

The ramifications of such a lapse in security are unfathomably devastating. They stretch
beyond national borders and possess the capability to disrupt regional and even global
stability. Adherence to stringent safety and security measures is not merely a matter of
compliance with international norms; it is, in essence, a matter of worldwide security.

As India nurtures ambitions to integrate itself into global non-proliferation
frameworks—including its aspiration for membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG)—it must manifest an unwavering commitment to establishing robust nuclear
security protocols. This commitment should be contingent upon New Delhi’s ability to
fundamentally restructure its existing regulatory framework to meet the highest
international standards of safety and security. In the same vein, the forthcoming review
conference of the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM)
should serve as a moral impetus for India to assume a greater sense of nuclear
responsibility. These international forums present India with an opportunity to
demonstrate its commitment to nuclear security, responding to concerns voiced both
domestically and by the global community.

The absence of an independent nuclear regulatory institution in India is a matter of
serious concern, not just for India but for the international community as a whole. The
complex interrelationship between the AERB and the DAE presents considerable risks,
both in terms of national safety and security and within the context of international
peace and stability. These concerns go beyond mere compliance with international
norms; they are moral and strategic imperatives. The potentially catastrophic
consequences of lax nuclear security cannot be ignored. India must recognize its
responsibilities on both a domestic and international scale, and take decisive action to
address the current gaps in its nuclear regulatory framework. Only then can India
credibly claim to be a responsible and reliable actor in the global nuclear milieu.
https://intpolicydigest.org/the-platform/india-s-nuclear-security-conundrum/

16. Where India’s disability pension scheme falls short
(timesofindia.indiatimes.com) October 14, 2023

India’s disability pension scheme, the IGNDPS, is marred by poor compensation, strict
verification demands, and exclusionary eligibility criteria. How can we fix it?

According to the 2011 census, India has more than 2.68 crore persons with disabilities
(PwDs). The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016, places
responsibility upon the government to enact effective measures that can ensure equal
rights for PwDs. The measures would need to provide social protection to PwDs, which
can help them overcome inequalities stemming from reduced employment
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opportunities, added costs associated with disabilities, decreased economic resilience,
and other related factors.

One such social protection measure is the Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension
Scheme (IGNDPS), which was introduced in 2009 to provide disability pensions of
INR 300 to PwDs in the 18—79 age group and INR 500 for those who are 80 years or
older. To be eligible for the scheme, an individual must have severe (80 percent or
more) or multiple disabilities and must fall below the poverty line. Despite enforcing
strict eligibility criteria and providing low pensions to PwDs, the scheme received a
reduced budgetary allocation in the Union Budget 2023-24. This reduction has been
attributed to the constantly rising underutilisation of the resources allocated to
states/UTs for implementing the scheme.

The eligibility criteria of the IGNDPS prevent more than 95 percent of PwDs from
accessing its benefits. An analysis of the Survey of Persons with Disabilities (NSS 76th
Round) reveals that only 5 percent of PwDs meet the eligibility criteria of the scheme.
This finding is even more alarming when we consider that the data used in the survey
is from the census 2011 census, which has been notorious for undercounting PwDs.

Why IGNDPS does not work

It is imperative to highlight some of the gaps in the scheme to understand why its
success has been limited.

1. Outdated and exclusionary eligibility criteria

The logic of restricting benefits based on the severity or number of disabilities follows
from the Persons with Disabilities Act of 1995. Even though the more recent RPwD
Act offers special provisions for people with benchmark disabilities (40 percent), the
IGNDPS has not been updated to reflect this. The scheme further excludes children
with disabilities, and this presents financial challenges for the parents of these children.

As per official sources, the IGNDPS still uses the below poverty line (BPL) census of
2002 to identify which PwDs are poor enough to avail of its benefits. The guidelines of
the National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) hold states/UTs responsible for
maintaining the eligible beneficiary database. A recent audit of the NSAP by the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India highlights that only 11 of 35 states and UTs
have maintained BPL lists used for identification of beneficiaries. Out of these 11, only
Kerala and Haryana had prepared an eligible beneficiaries database. Although the
Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 2011 has replaced the old BPL lists in several
welfare schemes for better identification of beneficiaries across welfare schemes, the
IGNDPS has not adopted it. Following the old BPL list has led to the exclusion of 84
percent of the PwDs with severe disabilities who fall in the lowest income decile.

2. Inadequate compensation
The central government provides INR 300 as a monthly pension, recommending states
contribute an equivalent amount to provide decent assistance to PwDs in line with the

RPwD Act. Due to the lack of a mandate, the amount reaching beneficiaries is highly
skewed across states—ranging from INR 300 in Bihar to INR 3,000 in Andhra Pradesh.
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As per the RPwD Act, the pension for individuals with disabilities should be at least 25
percent more than comparable schemes for others, accounting for the extra costs related
to disability. Despite providing higher pension amounts compared to the INR 200 per
month offered by similar schemes for widows/the elderly, it remains inadequate at
covering the extra costs of disability.

3. Strict document requirements

To avail of the scheme, an individual must possess the correct documents, including an
Aadhaar card and a disability certificate issued by the state. But acquiring an Aadhaar
card can be a harrowing experience for PwDs, as Aadhaar enrolment centres often lack
wheelchair accessibility and an unsympathetic attitude from the staff results in repeated
visits to the centres.

The NSS Survey on Persons with Disabilities (2017-18) indicates that only 28.8 percent
of PwDs possess a state-issued disability certificate, which is a prerequisite for
accessing the pension. Furthermore, the mandate for a Unique Disability Identity
(UDID) to access disability schemes introduces the potential for more exclusion, given
the array of difficulties associated with securing a UDID.

4. Lack of social audit of the scheme

In its NSAP guidelines, the Ministry of Rural Development (MRD) mentioned that
states should earmark at least 0.5 percent of their total budgetary allocation for social
audits of schemes. The social audit of schemes is undertaken by potential beneficiaries
and is recognised as crucial to maintaining a scheme’s transparency and accountability.
In 2018, a letter issued by the MRD stated that states/UTs had not been conducting
social audits.

Social audit guidelines and a standard operating procedure were thus prepared in order
to launch a pilot to address the failure to audit across 22 states. The reports from this
pilot social audit in FY 2021-22 highlighted common implementation gaps across
states, including limited awareness, administrative loopholes, and a lack of effective
beneficiary targeting as well as administrative data.

Strengthening the IGNDPS

Based on these gaps, the following recommendations can be considered to ensure that
the scheme is more beneficial to PwDs.

Relaxing the scheme’s eligibility criteria: The scheme should be modified to make the
eligibility criteria inclusive of children with disabilities and extend disability pension
to all persons with benchmark disability (40 percent disability).

Increasing the disability pension amount: The pension amount under IGNDPS was last
updated in 2012 to INR 300 per month from INR 200 per month. The current disability
pension is abysmally low and needs to be adjusted regularly based on the Consumer
Price Index. Further, states should be mandated to (at least) match the central
government’s contribution.
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Changing the approach to identifying beneficiaries: Various expert committees in the
past have recommended that the MRD should use data from the SECC, rather than the
BPL lists, to identify beneficiaries. However, doing this would still leave out several
eligible PwDs as the SECC too has now become outdated. To address this, the
government plans to identify beneficiaries through the National Social Registry. This
database will use Aadhaar cards to integrate religion, caste, income, property,
education, marital status, employment, disability, and family tree data of every citizen.

Using accurate data: Currently, the 2011 census and Survey of Persons with Disabilities
are the two main sources of the prevalence of disability in India. It has been reported
that 2.2 percent of the Indian population experience disability. This figure is contested
as it grossly underestimates the number of PwDs in India. Further, there is a dearth of
disability-specific disaggregated data across sectors such as health, education, poverty
alleviation, employment, and justice. Therefore, reliable data should be collected to
ensure equitable participation of PwDs as envisaged under the scheme. Additionally,
as specified in the NSAP guidelines, states must ensure that all the local authorities are
maintaining correct records of beneficiaries and funds. This data should then be
uploaded to the NSAP-MIS portal of the MRD.

Streamlining the documentation process: Difficulty in accessing Aadhaar and the poor
penetration of disability certificates should not be a roadblock to accessing the scheme.
The scheme should therefore serve deserving beneficiaries without any documentation
mandates until it achieves 100 percent coverage. Furthermore, various states have
implemented the scheme based on different eligibility criteria. For instance, Rajasthan
has reduced the severity of disability to 40 percent, whereas Delhi and Kerala use an
annual income criterion of below INR 1,00,000 to identify eligible PwDs. This lack of
uniformity leaves out beneficiaries and prevents statewise comparisons of the scheme’s
implementation.

Regularising the social audit process: The MRD should ensure timely appropriation of
budgetary costs to enable states to undertake the social audit. The ministry should also
push all the states to conduct social audits periodically and make audit reports public to
further bolster accountability.

Being the only national-level financial assistance programme for PwDs, the disability
pension scheme is of immense significance. Thus, it is essential to focus on its
implementation and ensure effective and successful disbursements. Doing so will also
uphold the value of leaving no one behind as enshrined in the Sustainable Development
Goals. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/developing-contemporary-
india/where-indias-disability-pension-scheme-falls-short/

17. Why This Armed Force Personnel Was Denied Disability

Pension: Know India's New Disability Pension Rules (indiatimes.com)
15 Oct 2023

Clarifying the provision of disability pension in military services, the Armed Forces

Tribunal (AFT) in India has ruled that a soldier with obesity-caused diabetes and
hypertension is not eligible for disability pension.
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The Tribunal passed this order over a soldier asking for disability pension, since there
IS no connection between such health problems and military service.

Why was the IAF soldier's disability pension request denied?

Sergeant Saji Kumar Damodaran, an Indian Air Force (IAF) soldier had sought
disability pension for his hypertension and diabetes, claiming that he had no such
diseases when he joined the IAF in 1995 but was afflicted later because of "service
conditions™ and, hence, these should be treated as "attributable to, or aggravated by,
military service".

The Armed Forced tribunal examined the Body Mass Index (BMI) of the soldier when
he was released (discharged) in 2018 on medical grounds after 23 years of service and
correlated it with the BMI parameters of the World Health Organisation (WHO).

It was found that Damodaran was 47.61% overweight at the time of discharge and the
tribunal deduced that his hypertension and diabetes were primarily due to obesity.

What is disability pension?
Disability pension refers to when a soldier is entiled to better retirement benefits on
account of a medical downgrade following a disability.

For the same rank, a disability pension can be 20 to 50% more than a normal pension
and comes with tax exemption.

How the disability pension was plagued with issues

Earlier this year, a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report had found out that
almost 40% of officers, and 18% of personnel below officer rank (PBOR) who retire
every year are drawing disability pensions.

The CAG had brought up the issue of disability pensions being awarded on account of
lifestyle diseases such as diabetes and hypertension.

Various armed forces officials said the claims for disability pensions shot up following
the implementation of the sixth pay commission report in 2006 that enhanced benefits.

"A detailed scrutiny of records showed that before 2006, hardly any top officers claimed
disability pensions. But by 2015, about 21% of them were claiming it. If someone has
a disability, they should declare it earlier in service and not a few months before
retirement,” Lieutenant General BK Chopra, then director general of Armed Forces
Medical Services, said in a letter to the defence secretary.

What are the new rules on disability pension for military personnel?

In September, new rules governing disability pension for military personnel were
announced.

The new rules titled ‘Entitlement Rules for Casualty Pension and Disability
Compensation Awards to Armed Forces Personnel, 2023’ redefine pension and

eligibility criteria for disability pension.
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A new concept of "impairment relief" was introduced in the new rule replacing the
previous "disability element”.

The new rules for the first time incorporate lifestyle diseases like hypertension and
Type-2 diabetes but the impairment relief will only apply to those who have acquired
disabilities while on active duty in high altitude areas or due to excessive physical
exertion during the period of military service.
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/why-this-armed-force-personnel-was-denied-
disability-pension-know-indias-new-disability-pension-rules-617726.html

STATES NEWS ITEMS

18. J&K Administration Attempts to Refute IAS Officer’s Charges
of Corruption in PM-JAY (thewire.in) 14 October 2023

The administration went on record with the LG himself appearing to try and brush off
allegations. But serious questions remain. Even before IAS officer Ashok Parmar, the
CAG had pointed to 'financial discrepancies' in the PM’s flagship scheme, PM-JAY
earlier this year.

Srinagar: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha’s administration has responded to IAS
officer Ashok Kumar Parmar’s allegations of irregularities in the implementation of
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya scheme (PM-JAY) in Jammu and Kashmir.

A spokesperson of the J&K administration said that “a thorough examination of
irrefutable facts and figures refutes baseless claims” made by Parmar in his letter to the
Central Bureau of Investigations which alleged irregularities in the insurance contract.

But gaps remain in the administration’s telling of what steps they took versus what the
contract allowed them to do. A local paper has written about the findings of an Anti-
Corruption Bureau, but they do not seem to pertain to the specific charges levelled by
the IAS officer. The findings of a CAG report earlier this year have also cast a cloud
over how the PM-JAY functioned in the UT. The CAG report also says measures had
been suggested to the J&K administration to bring an end to “financial discrepancies.”

What was the IAS officer’s allegation?

As first reported by The Wire, the letter written by the 1AS officer has alleged that the
Sinha-led J&K administration violated the terms of contract by giving a 15% addendum
to Bajaj Allianz. The company was awarded the three-year-contract on December 26,
2020.

Bajaj Allianz had sought to pull out of the contract in September 2021, less than a year
after it came into force, by reportedly citing losses. But the state administration offered
15% addendum to the existing contract for four more months ending March 2022.

The administration spokesperson said that the term of the policy was three years “with
the option of annual renewal upon mutual agreement.”
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But the policy document states that the contract “is subject to renewal after two years”.

(emphasis added)

So the contract was renewed before one year despite the contract saying it is subject to
renewal only after two years. In addition, the Sinha-led administration took no action
against Bajaj Allianz when it applied to terminate the two-year contract in the first year
itself.

Instead, the administration, which is run directly by the Union government, offered
Bajaj a 15% addendum. According to Parmar’s letter, the decision was taken in
violation of the financial rules and despite objections by J&K’s law and finance
departments.

‘Interim arrangement’

The J&K administration defended itself, citing that it had followed relevant advice from
all internal departments.

“The interim arrangement was thoroughly vetted by the Law department, Finance
Department, and Learned Advocate General, contradicting claims that the government
ignored advice from its own departments,” the spokesperson said. He added that the
‘interim arrangement’ was the “most cost-effective option, serving public interest
during the transition period.”

The administration offered Bajaj Allianz Rs 3,261.60 per family unit between
December 2021 and March 2022 on a “Stop Loss basis”. IFFCO Tokio General
Insurance Company, which had emerged as the lowest bidder with a quoted rate of Rs
1840 per family in 2021, was awarded the contract in 2022,

While the administration said that the “interim arrangement” with the Bajaj Allianz was
made to “prevent service disruption” due to “the imminent expiration of the policy”, it
didn’t explain why the administration didn’t refund the claims itself by appointing
nodal officers in empaneled hospitals rather than hiring a broker (Bajaj Allianz) to do
it.

The administration also failed to explain why the “generous period of 22 days was
allocated for bid preparation and submission” when it could have done so with urgency
to ensure any disruption of services.

The J&K administration spokesperson said that the contract caused “substantial loss of
Rs 93.82 crores” to Bajaj Allianz.

However, an official told The Wire earlier, “Insurance companies cannot claim that
they are running into a loss due to a particular insurance policy for J&K as that is what
insurance is all about. Diversification leads to its viability,” effectively, saying that the
argument holds no water in the insurance world.

Number of beneficiaries
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The administration also sought to contradict the claims made by IAS officer Parmar
that the number of beneficiaries during the interim period increased by 1,087,108. The
spokesperson said that the increase in beneficiaries was “consistent throughout both the
primary policy and the interim period”.

However, the spokesperson didn’t cite any figures.

Reacting to the story which appeared in The Wire on the alleged irregularities in PM-
JAY scheme, Sinha said that the Bajaj Allianz was paid Rs 982 crore as premium by
the administration while the company disbursed claims amounting to Rs 1228 crores.

A local newspaper published out of Srinagar, elaborating on the J&K administration’s
stand has reported that the Anti-Corruption Bureau had investigated the matter. Citing
the ACB probe, the paper says:

“It (ACB probe) revealed that the total premium paid to Bajaj during the whole policy
period, with effect from 26 December 2020 to 14 March 2022 including interim
arrangement on stop loss basis was Rs 304.59 crore. The total claims payout to hospitals
by Bajaj was Rs.398.41 crore. This simply means that the insurance company has
suffered a loss of Rs 93.82 crores™.

But IAS officer Parmar’s letter is about the alleged scam playing out between
December 2021 and March 2022 and refers to Bajaj Allianz being granted an additional
15% in alleged violation of financial rules.

CAG pointed out financial discrepancies

Earlier this year, the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has said that the
PM-JAY scheme is marred with irregularities and measures have been suggested to
J&K administration to bring an end to financial discrepancies.

The CAG report said that during 2018-2021, 16865 and 335 numbers of ineligible
beneficiaries respectively were identified by State Health Agency (SHA), the nodal
body responsible for implementing the scheme in J&K, after clearing the SECC data,
suggesting that ineligible beneficiaries had made it to the SECC database.

The CAG report states that Rs 10.96 lakh were disbursed for the treatment of 48 patients
who had previously been declared deceased while 459 beneficiaries were charged for
their treatment in empanelled hospitals.

The report also states that the SHA failed to levy penalties amounting to Rs 20.93 crore
on the insurer for non-performance of various activities. “Since no penalties were levied
by the SHAs, no such recoveries were made from the defaulting hospitals, thereby not
deterring the hospitals from deviating from the performance indicators specified under
the scheme,” the report said. https://thewire.in/government/jammu-kashmir-ias-officer-
pmjay-manoj-sinha
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19. W HUR: FUH-SF MR 9T § YPER & SR &I
UM Wﬁ P BIRT o (thewirehindi.com) 15 Oct 2023

TR o HIUR H YUFEEA 99 oRREg Aol (fiuA-SiuaR) & sraad #
Sffaffdarsi & Ty T MEULy SR 3% HAR WAR & AHRUT W IRSIUA
A RigT & yeRE A wae o ®.

T HRIR URINH & US Udadl 3 Bl & Sdled qul iR Sfibsl @I e o
AR gRT Wielems & e o # fbU 70 sMuRgH aral & goand o, ford &
3rgsy H Srfuffdarefl &1 SRIY @ T Ul

AT TR & Fad & g8 3R 1 g3 § [ I ey H ' A Bt fgHfa
Ts ff 3R TTF RAN ITIH H HeH IoU. Th WM FGIR A TH-TR®HE R
P bl & IR F forar g, df 3 omsuey sfieRt grRT @ TN ARy omiah I
Haiferd 8T udid g .

T O Bt YeSd B o Ruid & fswut 7 off Sexnia uew # dea-eE s
Aol & FHBS R Yog oFad fhar o 1 R o gg ot Fe1 mar o1 i 9wy
HHR TR &1 o< fadmfaar & Jara &= & e U g e 9.

TSULY SRBR & 3R

T aRR A O RuiE & gamn o & SfieR) Smsuey gr1 ford T o & SRy e
T § fob T Rl & A ard oW HRUR TR 3 Solel Siferdie @Y 15 Wit
ffaftad SR ey B Tl BT I fBaT 8. HUAT B 26 AR 2020 HI fH 1@

BT ey faar mar o

HYT AR W °UIC P gaId GH Folol SN = e a8 & Th uid ¥ off
0 909 ¥ RYdeaR 2021 & dy ¥ dgR v &t @i ot o, dfe =g u=mes A
o 2022 H JANE B a1 IR 3R HeHl & oY ANEl ey # 15 B! faiad
DI OB PR 4,

U & Udadl = el f& uifert &) 3afy smueft ggafd R aifffe FdiHieru &
fowe & g I I o

AfpT uiferlt Teeh gzt & w1 T ] P ey S WA & aIe IS0 & e
IR

3o Y | U8 B8 W & JIav[g [ IYBT FAHIPRU had & a¥ & aIg g fpar

ST Tobel 8,38 TP aY § Ugdl & Tdi-iipd o fear Mar. 59 3retar, RieT & Ada
I TR = Sl Sfeais & Ao’ $1g PRas T8l &I, o ST Ugd a8 H g o
I & ey DI TH HRA & [ 3Mae faar .

P ToI, U g WBHR gRI IAE SF dTel URIEH A Fo1 $I 15 Baal fdiked
P UG PR . WAR & UF & SR, 9 v faciig fodl &1 I@ad d=d gu
3R o R & HFF Td o fQurt &t smukrdl & srase forar war o,
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S HIAR TR o 391 219 fobar
T HRUR TR 3 98 Hed gu U 94919 fbar g 6 I ot sfiale faumh &
Ifad RS &1 e s o,

Yaadl 3 Hgl, <3dRH AR P B U, i faum iR fagm meifiesr gr1 ¢
We q oig & 75 A, S 39 G@ BT W7 IRl & [ WPR 3 30 & fAUr &
I8 1 AoR3iGN B fear.’

38 wel b Ifalky ougrr g a9 g9y e gudt faser o,

U 3 fedsR 2021 3R AR 2022 & dE IS MRS Bl Ll A YR’ W U

URAR HIE 3,261.60 TUY DI OB DI, SHH! clfbdl SRS SRANYG HUAT, S 2021
T gfd gRAR 1840 ¥UY &1 IGYd & & Y T HH dlcl! @ drelt HU-1 & &g I
It R, BT 2022 F ergey ¢ faar mam Al

U= A dgl [ aoie Mferais & Ty “3fdke IaRr Sfeg g1 ‘Oiferdl &t JaGr &
HRU Yl TAYH Pl AbT P oY Bt T3 o, AP 397 g8 I Wy foban & o=
9O (SO Sfiferaiel) @ e &1 & S U9d § W sRudmal B Aled
YPRT Fgdd e @l &1 YIaH W i el fopa.

U g8 IHe | ot Ird w1 5 aidt dOR B iR oH B & faw 22 feet
P! ISR 3@l & & 1 Safe ag sl # feddt ft R & sgay™ P A & faw
TORAT ¥ T R gHhal .

W] HRAR YR & Udedl 4 Pel fb 39 3y I Solrel SfTeie Bl ‘93.82 RIS
I BT URT THarT gol,

Tyt @ e
TR 7 3MRUEY BRI WRUR & 34 adl &I W TS & &I DI & fb 3fafky
3afyy & IR arHIffal Bt Wem H 10, 87,108 B g gs. STaife, S|4 3O 3R I

Hiur-54 R dioHT # $id sifFuffaarst & der ¢ TR # yeiRE Rud W
gfaferdr ¢d gU RigT 3 Fe1 & soe Sferdisl &1 U= gRT Wty & =0 o 982
RIS TIY BT YIAH fHa1 T of, Safes Sut ¥ 1228 HRAS FUY & 3G BT YITaH
fooar ur.

TR ¥ TFHIRE Th VM SGER 7 oW HRAR TR & 39 &1 fawRr 9 gufF
Fd U 91 § P T-omwe &g (Tle) A 39 Amd B o ot R, e S @
BTl 3d §U 3rgaR H &gl T g

T (Tl SE) o udr e {5 26 RTER 2020 § 14 U 2022 9% TG A9 & SMUR
TR 3fART e afgd I iferdt eafy & SRE SO &1 Y fvar mar oo thftraw
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304.59 IS FUY YT, Follel GRI SRAATA Pl $d Ga] YA 39841 IRIS TH T,
SHI WYT IqT Aqd © [ SH HO DI 93.82 FRIS ¥TY BT THAH g g

Afer SMEULY SRGRT AR &1 U f¥aR 2021 3R AR 2022 & &9 gU H¥A dlera
F TR A g 3R 39 foflg ot & e Iwdes ® aoet snfers &) sifafkad 15

BIE i SH &1 1% .

11 A Wt gars of fasifaat

Y 1A &1 YIS & HRA & 3 3R HeTardT Uierds (@) 3 Fel of i dien-oF SR
o1 sifaftraarstt 9 fort g3 8 SR i fagnfo & e - & g S SRR IR
DI IUTT T 7Y €.

71 Ui A g1 T U7 fF 2018-2021 F SR Iy WY Toid §RT HH: 16,865 3R 335
SR THITIET Pt uga &1 718 o,

&1 FarE & g1 T B b 48 TRIST & SATS & foTT 10.96 ART TUY &1 YT foba 71T T,

Rard & gg +ff w1 T TP Iou ey weidt fafte nfafafdt & fawadar & forw Swredt
R gufr @ # off fAwa @I https://thewirehindi.com/259652/jammu-kashmir-
admin-attempts-to-refute-ias-officer-s-charges-of-corruption-in-pm-jan-arogya-yojna/

20. WY TSR Hold¥ &I dbR fhaqr 1HiR?.a9 fAunmT & R
B HT gOUANT HX 9P AT UY § 16 JTd A A8 §1 TR
HoIdR{ BISSIH (money.bhaskar.com) 14 October 2023

Y TR HoaeH bl AR fod THR 8,39 §1d &1 3ol T AT off Il § b
&% A TSR IS e 54 T 22 A 2007 B AREARE UdE DI URT 38 TR & dgd
TSR HolaR BT (CHATE) &I T3 IR & [aY MSARd Rl $il 9P dad
3 TR I I oAl # a1 SR &1 e #R o T, @fed au o 16 919 916
1t fttw T8t s9ar T

TOH! o AY 1997 H T3 THU TR Il (THUIEY) & g SRitw &1 gaig
AR 396 Taad o 8T ¢l Faml & uR 13 ds% Ude & dgd 2007 § &
g fAUM & THAATHTE & U HR ERITEG HT TS HIAT o1, Afd 2007 H 39

INEEt &1 A1 THUT TR BIESSYH NI (THUICINGEY) 39 faar man 3989 q
RE ¥ e AT 21 Ugdl AT 3R AR T4 gRI T oM a/d 3 3R
TR S Yo & IU H I AR I e g o §

BISSYH F9dT d@f $71 & AW 3fifSe Hd, 79T @9 T8 giar

dIges AgHh Uideidee 35T g o HET Afa & Riedd #1 & qa & fdlivs (ages
ABH) IHWRT IR g FH 7 PR tANETHETE AERET & goie FT Aot f{al &
T 3gahT fRar g1 39 TANKEITHUE AIET @l o HRUT §8H% dofc I MM @l
holeredt e # e ATl 39 T ST 50 Fs § H&w & IR F1 ATHST @
Seglal 39T ] foram B
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T SHforT difer AT & M SdTs & AR YRd & HeANeR 3R FFd (&) &
IUS & ded Al HI 3fifee &1 H FH-ee T & o Idhd ¢ | TP dad a [aHFT &
HIR T8 BT gUUNT HRA H faerd gt | forgrem, srdey Twi THUie e U gt Taferd gl et
81 3RIY g f THUIATH T R BRI TR Tae & IR 39 94T 3R SRIGRT Qiifd &1
I3% B TFBRT Ht 8T < ST |

Hr-grRrdt &1 gl € siifse Ui, NTCA A AT SaTd

T AAA # BRI IEE 7 THUATRTY o Aifeg SR R faw siifse Raré 2002
SH B & foru w1 31 e Aaad & ueeial 4 2002 ¥ #is foxiiy siifee
T BRI U Jad § s T8t wRs gl 399 Wt 39 ama # foxftg sifaftraan
%1 Jaid 36 TET &1 dg! URiRiitw 7 Ay Rt & R AR PE IR W
Fifeg TR IR TR BIISYH T 737 7 fHT 9H HI AB Said AR gl

YRPR 3fee A0 R T T a1 soic

AUHTHE ¥ 1 fQURT &SP dhedl SUTH Hifed §ad B ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬂé’g

qRI YT WY fHT T, T8 faumT = f3d=r 91 & TRd1a W g AP AW PR

f Aifed ga9 %W@amwmaﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%maﬁaﬁ@ﬁ

Hﬁﬁgﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%fwms@ﬂmﬁwwm

ST @ B

gyl g o U dHe-aT T Gf&r Sfbiel & WA WR 30 SRR 2022 P dd

Tt faorg g, THURITG (dSceds®) YRS 39 9 UG THRT Tl & 3ol 1

YT gATS U, 383, Abd IHT Td 3 ga=IIeff TR P 33 dRG 3UY T 34

WQMMW|mwwwlﬁwmmﬁﬁﬂél
EIG|

3y Mfardg, Sw a3 AR% dred

I & E M & 16 A d1¢ Wl TR Holdgd B i fdd 8l fovar mm
BUR U Ugd ¥ T olTR ORid) 3R fder Ry ¥ the &1 SUANT 2R dholav
& forw far &1 BT Ul St WRBR A I8 el 1 59 uga I 81 I g Red ot
Tarferd HRd /N1 30 T B 997 RRed T8t S man|

TACHIT 3 Y 3MUDh! BrESYH - & forw =18l Fal

-TIERIY A Ugd @ gH w1l RATSR 99, §HH S 9al fb BIESYH Sl B1H BT
el 3R dNrct ot R I 21 5H I FHl &1 ue R W 81 39 a6 9 o
HH T

Jadt ¥ uReRiAT ®) dHR Jaid 36 W/ 87
-GNl Toe & fOHl &1 urad RaT | 81 98l e [y o1 AeeRar wiem faum
g 3fifge #=ar1 ®1 https://money.bhaskar.com/local/mp/bhopal/news/how-serious-is-
mp-about-tiger-conservation-131992956.html
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21.  Panchkula: THRA Wide 3t wiodf o @le-wien 9 o& ok
4T, 32 IS B Wi @?ﬁ o1 ot It (amarujala.com) 14 October

2023

TR UTOe] 1 BRI -iRed AT # AT ¢ ITal AT g3 & | SR 3rd AT Tigeh &I
9 A I 2023 T THRA Wi & SO ST 122 THS STHH ST 94 (e o7 99 § o S
DI 2021 T 9T YT, TUol 7 ITH 32 RIS IUY WY T IR} B NUIE AR B 5

3T FaId U Iodl § b MRRFR WHR 3t R T Hweh of Nud w3 @
PRATS DI N IS TSI a1 I ¢ 5 TORf &) uiudf &) T wiked H Wi
IPINGN 3R HHAIRG & FIAH WPR Ht NP ¥ T B IR & 21 A a1
Wt onft 9 Pz RS HA H T8 @8 TS B

SreRa whar s9m & forg ff ot ot fiag.

5 ot 3 TRt 3t Uil Wi 8, 39 gRT WBRT dF BT AU R Iors RiEd
e 91 & o divag oF & SR ©F S @ 81 g RE SR HiEd S
e feurdhe 3 21 AR & H9 ok ¥ el IR g

122 Thg THH B Adfedd AU & M W B &I ddpR U forar g, afe andt

A

d% 39 AHA H ®s HRATS Tal &I €, 71 & Adibad SIHR &1 T8 gl

IR g8id dieTell & IR R 9 HRast '

Td i AUt 3 o Ioa faum & sifaRed T 9fud &1 o dofax TR JReQR
DI THA BT IJord NP8 & 1 SSHS AU & 98 W

THIRU R AP A DI Hal ol

Hidtemg ¥ S B B AN

TSdide faog §9d 3 Yug Hiic IR |oR dagpar & _
& Hierd & AT Getes ¥ &RE I T B gl 399 gd ft faog s9a A gyt
o & Q@ ol

foorr §9@ gRT 9O U R dhed Hag H HART oo | W 28 JATS 2006 B

I AR dhlai-l JorHal Yus g8 & fgl forgadr 39 A &1 divay, 9 dga
& forg war

AR I@S s I AT oo

TSdide foog d9d 3 g/ fb S 81§ WH 81 & §1g SHIH Haq Td A=A-RT, gfamon
WHR & g1 I, oI [T 8 7S 1998 &I dablala SRATIM IRBR = MG YR &R
TR Bt &t SHE iR Y @1 e WHR & JYe B &I BT T, Al
HTH 7 Il WMPR & [Avg & A1 glsbic H 8033/1998 HH GRR & T 3iR
mﬁﬂ%méw ST DI oIl AR, TR HU DI AR DI 99 DI Solord 3119
ddh I

IRAfamdl H WoR Ry ot & A=f_Y 2 81 faora €9 3 1 3FRA 2018 &1 IANT
faum gfamon ¥ gzt o1 5 g gRe A S g8 9 faaride § 39 W e
fQUrT T B WX W 81 3 R aUr 3 gfud fear fe
TH B T 31 TP ISR R U, Yger-17 TSI H oot

foor da@ 3 forar IorRa ISR ¥ RS & WMed ¥ UBT o7 fob HeRmon ufearen
RT 08 W & T8 i TR St & 99 &Y g8, PRwR IoRa faunT 3 sae faan
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% 1960-61 ¥ UGS &1 R@IE UG T8 ¢l 7 & 59 S § de | & T 4y &1
o RapTe Iuasy %I https://www.amarujala.com/haryana/panchkula/theft-of-stamp-
duty-worth-rs-32-crores-in-purchase-and-sale-of-property-of-acc-cement-2023-10-

147?pageld=2

22.  IftresRor St W Ay d@r udten #t st )
900 NS JUT Ht o<y sifFafiaar @t o, sifteial $t gah

LI (money.bhaskar.com) 14 October 2023

fa<ia af 2012 @ 2016 T ATST UIMAHIUT & FHAF 900 FHRIS YT I faxitg Sifafidar
e g At R (A e Wen (@ea siifse) & aiemr A s Ruid & gt
o1 o unl 3 aifee 2018-19 & SRM PR TN 39 Oy Sifafiadr R e T8
3ufcrt & SaTd & o AT wiYeRor # R ket e Bt A9 S| ugt wieal
P GIMEH & 3fAdl HYBRAT T Fard ofarg W S|

aife 371 Aieral 9 aftaar # forg iftieial iR eeial i Ui & SHsR
TATGBIRERT BT 3% A1 HA AC S Yob | I3, VI Aldhd 3ifse B 3R d s
TR IR RAIBINGT BT q@S, Al T Y MR GaS 84 J S5 oid B
¥ fegmd 8 W & Famr T & e W Siifge AH Uit # g U I
%ﬁmmmﬁmmmﬁwaawwm
Ca| |

A1 ¢ 2017 H I dad & 91 WMEH A ALST UIHR01 # A1 faxita sifHafiadie & S
F foIQ oSk & HeT U1l IBi AT Th A db UIIHR0T & i o1 3R 400 U Bl Th
RO R 11 fS9H 30 B9IR RIS FUT & ot Hafiadr &) a1d = o ot | graife
S o 2 & oA & &g W 39 W eRE Al foran

99 q Bs BIdl & odld BT IaoR 3d Y 31 3P 91 2018-19F & W A
orar gitem | o NSt WieR & IR WA & BIgdl Bl oid Bl ORH ®Rid 900
PAS JUT dal TsTga! I sl T NUid Haar & R[ymgyr & o &) 181 Sy
TN W W g fF oz RO W OwE TRA 8 a3
https://money.bhaskar.com/local/uttar-pradesh/gautambudh-nagar/news/local-fund-
audit-team-will-come-to-the-authority-financial-irregularities-worth-rs-900-crore-
will-be-investigated-here-officials-will-be-exposed-131989599.html

23.  Delhi to expand tree adoption policy, citizens push for tree
census first (india.mongabay.com) 13 October 2023

The Tree Authority, Delhi, is planning to introduce a tree adoption policy that will
facilitate interested individuals, corporations and institutions to adopt, maintain and
preserve trees in the capital. Meanwhile, those closely monitoring tree felling in the city
are sceptical about the plan because of poor implementation of past commitments by
the authorities. They also say there is not enough staff to execute the plan and essential
tree-related data such as species, age, health of the trees is also not available —
something which should be prepared before the adoption of trees.

The tree adoption policy, which is to be implemented by the Department of Forest and
Wildlife (DFW) and the Government of the National Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD), will be an extension of a similar scheme implemented by the Municipal
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Corporation of Delhi (MCD) and expanded beyond the municipal limits to cover the
entire capital. The MCD has already introduced an online portal for tree adoption.

In a Tree Authority meeting held on August 30, it was decided that the DFW and
GNTCD will assess the MCD scheme and present the proposal for its extension in the
forthcoming meeting. This August 30 meeting was held after a Delhi High Court
directive on July 31 instructed the Tree Authority, Delhi to convene a meeting by
August 31 and submit a comprehensive status report by September 4.

Bhavreen Kandhari, the founder of Warrior Moms, a pan-India initiative of mothers
fighting air pollution and other environmental issues, says that by including tree
adoption by citizens, as a way of tree preservation, the authorities are shifting part of
the responsibility, to the citizens. She expresses the contradiction of the government,
noting that, “On one hand, we are encouraged to plant and adopt trees, but on the other
hand, mature trees are being cut down without much thought. The government has plans
to plant some 10 million saplings in its Winter Action Plan, but it’s hard to see the point
when five grown trees are being cut down every hour,” she claims. “We are facing a
serious public health crisis and we should be doing everything we can to save these
mature trees,” she adds.

Urban ecologist, Vallari Sheel, a resident of Vasant Vihar, alleges that the tree adoption
policy is a way for the forest department to improve its image. “They are cutting
thousands of trees every day. What will citizens do to protect them? Even if someone
adopts a tree, they’re uncertain about its future — it might be chopped down any day,”
says Sheel, who is pursuing her Ph.D. from the Department of Forestry and
Environmental Resources at North Carolina State University, USA, remotely. She,
however, acknowledges that engaging people and encouraging stewardship is a positive
aspect of the initiative.

Both Kandhari and Sheel emphasised the need for proper data on Delhi’s trees, such as
species identity, health, geographical details etc., before moving ahead with any other
plans on conserving trees.

Aditya N. Prasad, an advocate involved in multiple court cases regarding tree protection
in Delhi, says that while the authorities have discussed tree adoption before, there has
not been much progress on it. In 2022, media reports said that the Delhi Forest
Department is working on a policy that will allow tree adoption. It was in an initial
discussion stage at that time but now, even after a year, there is no implementation plan
charted out.

Prasad points out that the prevailing act (the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994)
calls for conducting a tree census. This should precede the adoption and other plans to
preserve trees, he says. He adds that Section 13 of the act notes that the Tree Authority
should specify rules, including reaching out to the original tree owners for any
objections, subject to which tree adoption procedures can take place. Prasad highlights
that a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is required for tree adoption.

Tree census, a long pending work

According to the minutes of the Tree Authority meeting on August 30, the tree census
will begin with isolated patches and green areas/city forests managed by the DFW. The
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census data, based on parameters such as location, land type, GPS coordinates,
circumference and tree health, will be presented in the next Tree Authority meeting.

Prasad is not convinced that this census will actually take place. “The authority has
been discussing a census for years, yet practical steps have yet to be taken,” he said.
The authority organised the recent meeting only after a court order, he pointed out.

A tree is being concretised in concrete in Vasant Vihar. In a census conducted by
volunteers, citizens found that approximately 3,500 trees out of a total of 5,000 are
concretised in concrete in the area.

Concrete around a tree in Vasant Vihar. In a census in the area, conducted by citizen
volunteers, they found that approximately 3,500 trees out of a total of 5,000 had
concrete filled in close to the trunk. Photo by Vallari Sheel.

The tree census has been pending in Delhi for about three decades. The Tree Authority,
constituted under the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994, is tasked with preserving
trees, conducting tree censuses, developing and maintaining nurseries, and evaluating
proposals from government departments and private entities regarding construction
projects. However, as Prasad notes, little progress has been made.

Similar commitments have been made earlier, too. In a meeting in 2012, members
discussed various aspects of the tree census, including methodology, scale, costs and
involved agencies. In 2013, the authority once again raised the idea of conducting a tree
census, providing details about trees, their scientific names, and girth, but this initiative
failed to materialise. In 2017, the department admitted “..conducting tree census is a
herculean task requiring large manpower and so could not be undertaken by the forest
department. It was felt that, ideally, such a task could be dealt by a separate Directorate
of Census to track the health and number of trees. It was decided that the different land-
owning agencies like PWD, CPWD, IF& CD, MCD, NDMC, DDA, etc., and RWAs
owning land over which trees are standing may be asked to prepare an inventory of
trees owned by them at their own level.”

Mongabay India talked to Amit Anand, the Additional Charge of Conservator of Forest
in the Government of Delhi, regarding the tree census and adoption policy.

He explained that the census will commence on a pilot basis in select areas before being
expanded to cover the entire city of Delhi. When questioned about previous
commitments made by the department to conduct a census, he emphasised that a census
is a rigorous scientific process. Without proper scientific methods and documentation,
it holds little significance. He acknowledged that the department lacks the capacity to
undertake this task alone, emphasising the need for collaboration across various
departments. “We can only take on what we can chew,” he added.

Regarding concerns from the public that the census should precede the adoption policy,
he expressed a differing view. He mentioned that the census could be carried out at
various stages, such as during plantation or disease assessment. “We are currently in
the process of preparing our report, which will be submitted to the Tree Authority,”
Anand stated.

Defunct authority and public effort
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In 2021, Prasad wrote a letter to the Chief Secretary of the Delhi government, in which
he pointed out that the Tree Authority is mandated to meet at least once in three months
as per Section 4 of the Delhi Preservation of Tree Act (DPTA), 1994 but the meetings
have not been scheduledaccording to the mandate.

It should have met at least 104 times till 2021 since it was constituted on July 24, 1995.
However, the Tree Authority has met only eight times till 2021, he wrote in the letter.
The last meeting was also held only after the court’s intervention.

In past, the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has also highlighted the
inadequacy in the functioning of the Tree Authority of Delhi. In a report that appeared
in 2017, CAG revealed that out of the required 12 meetings, only one meeting was
conducted within the audited period of 2014-2017. “Absence of regular meetings
indicate lack of seriousness in its approach towards preservation of trees and
afforestation,” it concluded.

Prasad told Mongabay India that Delhi’s Tree Authority has insufficient workforce or
technical capability to conduct the census or monitor the well-being of trees after
adoption. Without an active Tree Authority, citizens are trying to conduct a census at
their level by manual count and observation. Such censuses were conducted in Vasant
Vihar, Saryodaya Enclave and Saket, etc.

Mongabay India talked to Vallari Sheel, who led the census in Vasant Vihar. She gives
the details of the census conducted in 2015-16, saying that the volunteers found some
5,000 street trees, of which 3,500 were concretised around the trunk. As per the National
Green Tribunal order, one-metre radius of the trunk should be kept free from any
concrete development. The census in Vasant Vihar also revealed that several trees have
nails, barbed wires, or similar objects around them. Additionally, around 793 trees were
found to be infested with termites. Based on the findings, the Delhi High Court has
ordered the authorities (MCD and PWD) to de-concretise trees in Vasant Vihar.

“The concept revolved around the belief that having a database with the count of trees
would discourage tree cutting. While it might not eliminate tree felling completely, it
would improve the situation. Additionally, we anticipated that the local community
would gain knowledge about the trees in their vicinity through the census process,” she
added. https://india.mongabay.com/2023/10/delhi-to-expand-tree-adoption-policy-
citizens-push-for-tree-census-first/

24. No tenements were built in water bodies: TNUHDB (dtnext.in)
13 Oct 2023

CHENNAL: In response to the report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
(CAG), the Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat Development Board (TNUHDB) on Friday
explained that the tenement project in Moorthingar Street of Chennai is not built on
watershed land and there is no additional expenditure has been provided to the project.

According to the TNUHDB department, the Moorthingar Street project area is not built
on watershed land, and all the tenements are being built on residential classified land.
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"It has been certified that the land measuring 55,33.2630 square meters situated in the
field no 779/66 and 77969 does not have any water bodies and the land is a residential
area. According to the report of the revenue department, the said area has been changed
from water body classification to residential classification in the gazette notification,"
said a release from TNUHDB.

Further, the department said that the construction work for 4 buildings is nearing
completion and infra works such as power lift, roads, street lights, drinking water
supply and rainwater drainage will be started soon.

"Expenditure is paid to the contractor only for completed works and no additional
expenditure has been provided to the contractor,” the department noted.

Earlier, the CAG report had slammed the TNUHDB for allowing the construction of
tenements on a water body.
https://www.dtnext.in/news/tamilnadu/no-tenements-were-built-in-water-bodies-
tnuhdb-741773

SELECTED NEWS ITEMS/ARTICLES FOR READING

25. 95% of FY24 allocation utilised: MNREGS outlay to see Rs 30k-
crore hike (financialexpress.com) October 16, 2023

With 95% of the Budget allocation for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) having already been utilised so far in
the current fiscal, the Centre will likely provide an additional Rs 30,000-40,000 crore
for the flagship scheme soon, sources said.

Simultaneously, the government will also try and plug leakages in the scheme, given
the instances of misappropriation being reported.

Approval for the extra allocation would be sought in the first Supplementary Demand
for Grants to be presented in the winter session of Parliament in December. In the
interim, the government will ensure fund flows to run the scheme smoothly without
disruptions, the sources said.

The Centre has so far released Rs 56,994 crore or 95% of the Budget estimate of Rs
60,000 crore for MNREGS in FY24.

As against the funds availability of Rs 67,403 crore (including some write-back of funds
from the previous year) as of October 15 of the current fiscal, the expenditure stood at
"66,704 crore or 99% of the available funds.

Given that five-and-half months are left in the year, the Budget expenditure on the
scheme may reach Rs 90,000 to Rs 1 trillion as the person-days generated (work

provided) under the scheme may be around 3 billion,” an official said.

However, the extra allocation for the scheme won’t impact the fiscal deficit as it could
be adjusted against savings in other schemes expected for the year.
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So farin FY24, 1.93 billion person days of work have been generated under the scheme.
In FY23, 2.94 billion person days were generated compared to 3.63 billion in FY22 and
a record 3.89 billion in FY21, the pandemic year.

According to official data, month-wise work demand has moderated from 33.7 million
in June to 18.5 million in September 2023, indicating that people are finding other
viable options for gainful employment.

Besides person days expected, the average wage increase could also inflate expenditure
to some extent even though the Centre is tightening measures to plug leakages in the
scheme.

Under MGNREGS, the average wage rate per day per person has been on the rise due
to minimum wage revisions by states. The average wage stood at Rs 237.96 so far in
FY24 from Rs 217.9 in FY23, Rs 208.84 in FY22, Rs 200.71 in FY21 and Rs 182.09
in FY20.

Rampant misappropriation of funds allocated under the flagship scheme is one of the
main triggers for the Centre to make a five-year low provision of Rs 60,000 crore in the
FY?24 Budget for the jobs programme.

The Centre has even stopped MNREGS fund flows to West Bengal since December
2021 due to allegations of corruption, including no trace of work after their competition,
existing works fraudulently shown as MGNREGS works etc.

Niti Aayog member Ramesh Chand recently told FE that work demand under
MNREGS is no indicator of distress and cited reports which said much of the work is
being done through machines in violation of the scheme.

“Even though there is no rural distress, the government will provide an adequate budget
to keep the workflow in H2Y24. There are some state elections next month also,”
another official said.

According to data from the Centre for Monitoring the Indian Economy, the rural
unemployment rate in July declined to 7.89% from 8.73% in June, whereas urban
unemployment rose to 8.06% from 7.87% in the same period.

MGNREGS is a scheme under the ministry of rural development, that aims at providing
at least 100 days of guaranteed wage employment in a financial year to every household
in rural areas of the country, whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual
work. https://www.financialexpress.com/policy/economy-95-of-fy24-allocation-
utilised-mnregs-outlay-tonbspsee-rs-30k-crore-hike-3273536/

26. India’s power struggle: Renewable generation has fallen short
of the targetted level (financialexpress.com) October 14, 2023

India is currently the third largest electricity generator globally. Electricity security has
improved through the creation of the national power system and major investments
from the private sector. Since 2000, 700 million people have gained access to electricity
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and the focus is on integrating higher shares of variable renewable energy (RE) into the
energy mix.

In the 11th and 12th Five Year Plans, a massive impetus was given to bolster the power
sector. The FYP XII period (2012-2017) was the first when the capacity installation
target was achieved. Against the targeted 88.5 GW, the actual capacity achieved was
99 GW. The bulk came from coal-fired plants. Given an installation target of 72.3 GW,
they delivered 84.85 GW. The private sector installing about 50 GW was an inflection
point.

Then why do power shortages occur? It is because the supply is unable to match rapidly
increasing demand. Owing to the highly volatile nature of power demand, it is difficult
to make precise predictions as to how it pans out. The ominous question is whether
India’s power generation, if not in surplus, would be adequate to meet the expanding
demand in future.

When the National Energy Plan was rolled out for 2017-22, it projected a peak
electricity demand of 225 GW and total energy requirement of 1,566 BU for FY2022.
It was expected that the growth would be 6.18% and 5.51% per annum, respectively.
The generation was proposed accordingly with emphasis on RE sources. This was the
first energy plan which shifted significantly from conventional energy sources to new
and RE sources. At the end of FY2017, total installed capacity of RE stood at just 57
GW, against the total installed capacity of 326 GW. Plans were laid out to increase RE
capacity to 175 GW by FY2022 in anticipation they would contribute about 20% of the
total energy (excluding hydro). But that turned out to be 11%.

With 47.8 GW capacity under different stages of construction, it was presumed that
new capacity required in the thermal power sector could only be 6.4 GW. The margin
being wide, the feeling was that even if the capacity from coal-based plants fell behind
the target, there would not be any shortage of electricity in the country. It was assured
that sizeable extra thermal power capacity was under construction . BHowever, by the
end of 2022, total conventional energy capacity added was 30.7 GW. Out of this, only
105 MW came from gas, the rest was from coal-based thermal power stations.

Meanwhile, RE achievement was not as expected. A lot more needs to be done to
expedite RE installation despite India being the fourth largest globally in terms of
installed capacity. The capacity shortfall has meant any spike in temperatures or
demand patterns affected continuity of the energy supply system.

The first fright was in October 2021. A monsoon disruption in July and August saw the
power demand shoot up abruptly. The primary reason was that imported coal-based
plants worked at low capacity, deliberately curtailing generation due to soaring prices
of the fuel and shipping rates. With coal as the go-to option when the chips are down,
it pressured domestic coal-based plants (DCB) to fill in the gap, stretching the supplies
and transportation. The fact that few DCBs regulated their coal intake when it was
available in plenty further exacerbated the situation. The materialisation of planned
increase in solar and wind capacities would have helped tackle the crisis effectively.

The second power crunch came in April-May 2022. With the mercury shooting up, peak
power demand started creeping up between 9-11 PM, when the renewables are at their
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minimum in terms of generation. Again, it was domestic coal producers who stepped
in . In August this year, demand shot up again due to a long break in monsoon and, on
September 1, it reached 240 GW at 12-10 PM. In many days of August and September
2023 adequate power was not available throughout the day even at maximum
permissible rate of Rs 10/unit.

As Per the National Energy Plan 2023, peak energy requirement is likely to be 277 GW.
This means total generation, including plant losses, should be about 290 GW. Even if
nuclear (7 GW), gas (25 GW), hydro (50 GW) and renewables (10 GW) kick in, 200
GW of thermal would be required. There is likely to be a shortfall even if all the under
construction thermal power stations are taken into account. With the available capacity,
the prospects of meeting the energy demand of more than 2,000 BU appear grim as the
pace of RE installation fell short of expectations till FY2022. Only about 110 GW could
be installed against the target of 175 GW. At the current pace, we are likely to reach at
the most 200 GW by FY 2027.

Meeting the requirement of about 1,400 BU through coal-lignite would be difficult. The
idea is not to make gloomy prophecies, but to face the harsh reality head on and
strengthen measures to meet country’s the power demand. India has the resolve,
resource and resilience in abundance to do sO.
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/indias-power-struggle-renewable-
generation-has-fallen-short-of-the-targetted-level/3272331/

27. Impending energy crisis brings coal back into play
(financialexpress.com) 15 Oct 2023

India’s pledge to become carbon-neutral by 2070 and its national energy plan seem to
fall further apart. The latest National Electricity Plan (NEP) envisages the installed
capacity of coal-based thermal power to rise by 23% from the current level by 2022-
23. However, it is becoming increasingly clear that an even higher reliance on the “dirty
fuel” than NEP may be required to avert a serious energy crisis in the country.

The peaking and subsequent phasing out of coal-fired power may get delayed. This
because of a sharper-than-expected rise in domestic demand for power, and the
realisation that renewable capacity addition could lag the tall targets. There are also
concerns about the huge intermittency and variability of renewable-based generation.
Efficient integration of the RE capacities to the grid to meet the peak power demand is
also a challenge.

The country has been jolted by the two major power crises in the last two years —
October 2021 and April-May 2023 — as it struggled to meet peak power demand in
many parts of the country and outages occurred. The government has already aired its
concerns about the unravelling energy situation, and indicated that coal-based capacity
addition may have to be scaled up.

Union Power Minister R K Singh has recently said the country might add 25-30 giga
watt (GW) coal-based thermal electricity, in addition to 50 GW under works to keep
pace with the recent sharp rise in the county’s power demand, and the projections for
the future. The minister added that the government hasn’t formulated any plan to phase
out old coal-based thermal power plants, and cited the Central Electricity Authority’s
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(CEA) statement in January that, “no retirement or re-purposing of coal-based power
stations will be done before 2030.”

In fact, this is not a situation unique to India. “Capital investment in the energy sector
continues to flow into fossil fuels, which are responsible for 75%of global greenhouse
gas emissions,” the International Monetary Fund said in its report.

As such, India’s capacity addition in the renewable energy sector is lagging the tall
targets set. Raising RE capacity to 500 giga watt (GW) by 2030 from the current level
of 172 GW requires annual addition of 45 GW. The current RE capacity pace is much
slower — just 13-GW of new RE capacity was set up in FY23.

“India was targeting that 50% of energy will come from non-fossil fuels (by now). But
that may not happen soon,” said Pramod Agarwal,ex-Chairman and Managing Director
of Coal India.

To phase out coal-fired plants will require substantial private investments, notes the
IMF in its latest financial stability report. It also highlighted that investments made in
the renewable energy in the emerging and developing economies lags behind those
done in the area of fossil fuels. “Estimates suggest that a target ratio of about 4:1 for
renewable over fossil fuel investment is required globally throughout this decade,” the
report said.

“Today we are consuming about 1 billion tonne of coal. Projections are that by 2030,
this will rise to 1.3-1.4 billion tonne,” said Partha S Bhattacharya, also a former
Chairman of Coal India. “Renewable will grow faster but coal-based power will also
have to grow because India will have to catch up in per capita consumption,” he said
(see chart).

India’s per capita power consumption is just about 1,300 units which is one-third of the
world average, one-fifth of China, and up to one-tenth to one-twentieth of advance
countries.

“India is a country where RE is not a substitution but it is complimentary to coal,”
Bhattacharya said. “(Coal) will continue till 2040 or so. RE will reach some 1,000 GW
and will then taper oft.”

The NEP-2022-2032 envisages the average plant load factor (PLF) of installed coal
capacity of 235.1 GW at 58.4% in 2026-27, and that of 259.6 GW such capacity to be
about 58.7% in 2031-32.

Plant load factor is a measure of knowing the average capacity utilization of a thermal
power unit. It is the measure of the total generation by a power plant compared to the
maximum output it could produce.

“Though the share of coal-based generation may continue to be high, operation of coal-
based plants in a more flexible mode, unlike as base load stations earlier, needs to be
emphasised in the wake of huge intermittency and variability of renewable-based
generation,” the plan noted.
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The NEP also targets at increasing the share of non-fossil based capacity to 57.4% by
2026-27 and further to 68.4% by the end of 2031-32 from around 42.5% at present.
However, experts believe that this is a stiff target.

Further, challenges remain in the renewable energy sectors. With the COP28 lined up
to take place next month, targets will remain focused at reducing carbon emissions.
However, the need is to focus on challenges more than that on setting targets, analysts
feel.

IMF sees prices of renewable energy rising as the advance economies accelerate their
energy transition. “The supply of critical metals and minerals is projected to fall short
of demand, putting upward pressure on their prices and further raising the costs of
renewable energy,” it said.

The report also highlighted that since 2000, the emerging and developing nations have
had a share of three-fourth of the world’s 9,000 coal-fired power plants and about 90%
of the global capital tied in coal-fired power plants.

Out of this 90%, however, only 20% of the current coal-fired generation is covered by
agreements among countries. IMF has categorized India as an “established coal-user
economy.”

Among other challenges for RE are the installation cost, storage system, and
transmission. “Installation of 500-GW capacity for non-fossil is a stiff target to achieve
till 2030 as that means 50-GW addition every year. And last year the addition was only
of 13 GW,” Agarwal said.

Ashok Khurana, Director General of Association of Power Producers, sees a challenge
developing for distribution companies and their finances.“If the RE capacity that is
coming up operates at PLF below 45%, it would jack up the cost of power.” He fears
that discoms may not be able to afford (pass on the cost of) such RE power, given the
cost-reflective tariffs to consumers.

Analysts believe that private investments can help in building a stronger foundation for
RE sources and combat the above-mentioned challenges. However, this would require
a lot of project re-structuring.

“In the initial set of deployments, there should be financing support (for RE investors)
and more PPP (public-private partnership) structures are required,” said Vikas Gaba,
National Head- Power at KPMG. https://www.financialexpress.com/business/industry-
impending-energy-crisis-brings-coal-back-into-play-3273450/

28.  We must not overlook the risks IMF has noted (/ivemint.com) 15
Oct 2023

A sense of jubilation greeted the International Monetary Fund (IMF) projection that
India’s economy will grow 6.3% during 2023-24, placing it among the fastest growing
economies. The multilateral lender’s latest edition of the World Economic Outlook,
released during this year’s annual meeting in Marrakech (in conjunction with World
Bank), claimed that the 20bps upward revision in India’s gross domestic product (GDP)
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estimate was due to “stronger-than-expected consumption™ in April-June. As a matter
of fact, national income data for that quarter did demonstrate private final consumption
growing by over 9% year-on-year, thereby helping overall GDP grow by 7.8%. But
then, New Delhi’s euphoria over the IMF forecast seems to ignore some of the risks
that the institution feels could jeopardize global, and hence Indian, growth prospects.
Pierre Olivier Gourinchas, IMF’s research director and economics counsellor, said that
while the aggregate global economic growth was slowing, there was considerable
divergence between growth trends in the advanced and emerging or developing
economies. In his words, global economic growth is “limping along and not sprinting".
This needs parsing, especially how they can come to affect the Indian economy.

A long train of risks has been visiting the global economy since the start of the pandemic
and there is no certainty that these are likely to be retrenched any time soon. The
pandemic shattered the fragile and freshly wrought financial and economic stability that
had been achieved almost a decade after the 2008 financial crisis. The economic shock,
in the form of upended supply chains and disrupted economic networks, was further
aggravated in February 2022 when Russia attacked Ukraine, sending commaodity prices
shooting. Global central banks had to raise benchmark interest rates multiple times in a
coordinated move to staunch the inflationary spiral which, in turn, dampened economic
activity and rendered asset markets volatile. The global economy was just about re-
adjusting to this reality and re-calibrating its response when the outbreak of the
Palestine-lsrael conflagration added a new dimension to the matrix of risks.

This begs the question: does the IMF projection imply that India is insulated from all
the risks? The problem with risks is that they can emerge from least expected quarters
and expose vulnerabilities. While there is an entire panoply of risks confronting India,
the one risk that could have a short-term impact on the Indian economy springs from
the IMF assertion of divergence in growth and inflation trends globally and its likely
impact on volatile asset markets. The Fed’s higher-for-longer policy is driving up yields
in US bond markets, which will result in portfolio fund outflows from India, leading to
pressure on the rupee and its concomitant effect on cost of imports, balance of payments
and domestic inflation rate. The second risk arises from uncertainty over oil prices if
the Palestine-lsrael conflict drags for long and its net expands to cover other West Asian
economies such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon or even the UAE. The
final risk lies in the misplaced exultation at the 6.3% GDP growth estimate: India needs
to grow by over 8% every year, for many years continuously, to enable prosperity for a
wider cohort of the Indian population and, most importantly, to successfully escape the
low middle-income trap. https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/we-must-
not-overlook-the-risks-imf-has-noted-11697383651794.html

29. State exchequer incurs loss as govt spends crores to avail
services of SC advocates (english.mathrubhumi.com) 15 Oct 2023

Kochi: Seeking the services of senior advocates of the Supreme Court in cases,
including those of political importance, has incurred huge financial liability for the state
exchequer. According to an RTI reply, Rs 7.25 crore was spent from the treasury for
advocates of the apex court within the last three years.
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It is learnt that the state government had sought the service of top court advocates, who
charge lakhs for hours, in cases including the gold smuggling scam and KIIFB masala
bonds.

Here, it needs to be noted that the government has been seeking the service of SC
advocates in spite of spending more than Rs 155 crore (monthly) as salaries for state
advocates in various ranks, including advocate generals and government pleaders.

During the first Pinarayi government, Rs 17.87 crore was spent for the purpose. When
late Oommen Chandy was the chief minister, Rs 12.17 crore was spent on SC
advocates, stated the RTI reply sought by MK Haridas, president of ‘Proper Channel’,
a social organisation.

SC advocates who appeared for the state in Kerala High Court from April 2021 - August
2023 and money spent for their service

Harin P Raval Rs 70 lakh

CS Vaidyanathan Rs 60 lakh

KK Venugopal Rs 23.5 lakh

Fali S Nariman Rs 30 lakh J

Subhash Sharma Rs 9.90 lakh

Safir Ahmad Rs 4 lakh Madan

B Lokur Rs 24 lakh

Mohammad Nizamuddin Pasha Rs 8 lakh

Vinod K Anand (Clerk of Fali S Nariman) Rs 3 lakh

Advocates who appeared for the state in SC from April 2021 - August 2023 and their
fees

Jaideep Gupta Rs 1.29 crore

Ranjit Kumar Rs 71.50 lakh

KK Venugopal Rs 50 lakh

Pallav Sisodia Rs 38.50 lakh

Kapil Sibal Rs 36.50lakh

Rakesh Dwivedi Rs 25 lakh

Harin P Raval Rs 19.80 lakh

Chander Uday Singh Rs 19 lakh

KN Balagopal Rs 18.70 lakh

PV Surendranath Rs 17.60 lakh

V Giri Rs 17.50 lakh

R Basant Rs 11 lakh
https://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/kerala/exchequer-incurs-loss-as-kerala-govt-
spends-crores-to-avail-services-of-sc-advocates-1.8988665

30. Kerala Vigilance detects irregularities in panchayats
(newindianexpress.com) 14 Oct 2023

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Vigilance and Anti Corruption Bureau (VACB) on
Thursday conducted raids at 57 grama panchayats and detected large-scale irregularities
in the issuance of building construction permits and building numbers. It was found that
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1,689 applications for building permits and 504 applications for building numbers were
pending without any valid reasons while in several places, commercial buildings
constructed by flouting the norms were found to have received building numbers. Such
discrepancies were noted in Mulanthuruthy in Ernakulam, Valapattanam in Kannur,
Kulasekharapuram in Kollam, Kallara in Kottayam, Kanjirappally and Puthussery and
Kumaramputhur in Palakkad.

In Palamel panchayat in Alappuzha district, officials have passed a bill despite lab
reports citing that weak concrete has been used for road construction.

It was also found that one contractor was given the majority of PWD works in several
panchayats. In Thrikaripur panchayat in Kasaragod, out of 69 tendered works, 27 were
given to one particular contractor. Similar incidents were reported in Pattanakkad
panchayat in Alappuzha (21 out of 54 works), Chenkal panchayat in
Thiruvananthapuram (12 out of 15), and Kallara panchayat in Kottayam (11 out of 35).

In Kattakada panchayat in Thiruvananthapuram, four works were given to a single
contractor without any tender bid. Certain aided schools in Edaricode in Malappuram,
Vellamunda in Wayanad, Kuttiattoor in Kannur and Thrikaripur and Chenkal in
Kasaragod were found functioning without a fitness certificate of the panchayat.

In Pallikkal and Chenkal panchayats, two aided schools were found to have structural
weaknesses though they possessed fitness certificates.

In Wadakkanchery panchayat in Thrissur and Kallara panchayat in Kottayam, overseers
were found to have received huge amounts from private engineers and contractors via
payment apps. https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/2023/oct/14/kerala-
vigilance-detects-irregularities-in-panchayats-2623715.html
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